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PREFACE.

In the following account of the life and
works of Sir WirLiay Herscser, 1 have
been obliged to depend strictly upon data
already in print—the Memoir of his sister,
his own scientific writings and the memoirs
and diaries of his cotemporaries. The re-
view of his published works will, [ trust, be

of ugse, It is based upon a careful study of
~ all his papers in the Philosophical Transac-
tions and elsewhere. '

A life of Herscaer which shall be satis-
factory in every particular.can only be writ-
ten after a full examination of the materials
which are preserved at the family seat in
- England; but as twoe generations have passed
since his. death, and as no biography yet exists
which approaches to completeness, no apol-
ogy seems to me to be needed for a conscien-
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vi Preface.

tious attempt to make the best use of the
scanty material which we do possess.

This study will, [ trust, serve to exhibit so
much of his life as belongs to the whole pub-
lie. His private life belongs to his family,

-until the time is come to let the world know
more of the greatest of practical astronomers
and of the inner life of one of its most pro-
found philosophers,—of a great and ardent
mind, whose achievements are and will re-
main the glory of England.
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" LIFE AND WORKS

oF

WiLLiIaAM HERSCHEL.

CHAFTER 1.
EARLY YEARS; 173B-1772.

Or the great modern philosephers, that
one of whom least is known, is WiLrriam
Herscuer, We may appropriate the words
which escaped him when the barren region
of the sky near the body of Seorpzs was
passing slowly through the field of his great
reflector, during one of his sweeps, to ex-
press our own sense of absence of light and
knowledge Défi‘r #st wakrhaftig ein Lock im
Himmel,
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2 Life and Works

HerscHEL prepared, about the year 1818,
a biographical memorandum, which his sister
CaroLiNa placed -a.rn.c_lr}'g his papers, .

This has never been made public. ' The
only thoroughly authentic sources of infor-
mation in possession of the world, are a letter
written by HerscaeL himself, in answer to a
pressing request for a sketch’ of his life, and
the Memoir and Correspondence 9f CAROLINE
Herscuer (London, 1876), a precious me-
morial not only of his life, but of one which
otherwise would have remained almost uTl-
known, and one, too, which the world couid ill
afford to lose. The latter, which has been
ably edited by Mrs. Mary Corywarris Her-
scHEL,™® is the only source of knowledge in
regard to the early years of the great astron-
omer, and together with the all toc scanty
materials to be gained from a diligent search
through the biography of the time, affords
the data for those personal details of his life,
habits, and character, which seem to com-
plete the distinct, though partial conception

* Wife of Major Jouy HEmscHEL, of the Royal Engineers,
grasdson of Sir WILLIAM.



