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PREFACE

]\ Y object in publishing this volume is to humbly
M request of my brethren and sisters of the
Church of England the consideration of the three
matters [ollowing.

1. The position and the prospects of the
“Chureh " of LEogland in its connection
with the “State” of England at the close
of Century XIX.

2. The delusion which lics at the root of “ The
Now Criticism.”  Dhe delusion comes from
qoithin e Charch,

The delusion 1s this—

That the Authority of ouwr Lorp  Jesus
Cirrist, ** Perfect Goo and Perfect Man;”
The Divine Teacher, “ Who hath brought
life and immortality to life through the
Gospel ;7 with its Mysteries unsearchable
by the reasoning power; is, nevertheless,
in order to the acceptance of such Authority
by man, subject (0 concurrence therewith
and approval thereof on the part of “the
literary critic " of this and every successive
ceneration: thus reducing belief in * Holy
Scripture” to a perpetual flux to the end
of time.
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Upon this delusion 1 submit as follows—
That the best and hivhest use of the reason-
ing power, /e walters of its provinee, i5 to
teach man not how mueh he knows, but
how little.  That the reasoning power of
man fallen, though he be redesmed and
recenerate in and by Christ, has to be
humbled continually, that it may be ex-
alted .

That for the reasoning power o se much as
attempt to enter into " The Secret Things
of Gon,” shich are not of s provinee, is not
only not reasonable : it is sinful.  Of these
wSeeret Things ™ Gon has revealed so
mueh as it is cood for man to know by The
Spirit, guiding His Chureh into all Truath.”

Hear the Teaching of the Old Scriptures. 1 cite
here Deut. xxix. 2g, and the last five chapters of
Job only.  Hear the Teaching of our Lorn in His
Gospel. St Matthew xviii. 1-6, St. Mark ix 33,
St. Luke ix. 46, and xxii. 23.  Hear St. Paul, 1 Cor.
xvii. 31.

“ Little children keep yourselves from ldols,” is
the teaching “of the Apostle whom [esus loved.”

The Tdol of the heathen is the stock and the
stone. o him they represent a power above /fius
pTiL.

The ldaol of the Christian is not the " stock ™ and
the ©stone:" it is his own reasoning power;
and he worships it adeve THE GIVER OF 1T,

A Prov. i g, sv 33, wviil 1z
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3. Matters subordinate; but all of them  of
primary importance in  conneetion with
« The many coloured greatness of Eng-
Jand.”

In 1879 1 published “ Notes of My Life,” con-
taining the record of what [ had, so far, been prin-
cipally concerned in for forty years up to that time.

I resume that record now by way of Supplement.
Since 1879 [ had, in 1886, been compelled to
publish my *Mr. Gladstone” 1 supplement this
also now. It requires no words of mine here to
show the eclose connection between the above
matters and Mr. Gladstone,

As T understand Mr. Gladstone, he holds what
o The New Criticism " rejects.

On the other band, he holds not as of Divine
Authority, external to man, but as of the outcome
of controversy among men.  If so, he conforms
to the principle of © The New Criticism,” while
rejecting its conclusions. Now this iz not the
simplicity and obedience of faith : it is the pride
of reason. In St John's language *“the pride of
life.”

Let us have Grace not to waste our lietle life in
“ aiving heed to fables, and endless genealogies,
« which minister questions, rather than godly edify-
“ ing which is in faith.” 1 Timu i 4, vio 45 2 Tim.
xi. 23; Tiws il 9.

It is not for us to build up in our “ Vanity " a
Church other than that *“which is buile upon the
“ foundation of the Apostles and Prophets—]JEsus
“ Coutst Himself heing The Head cornerstone.”

A2
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Neale, of my most loving memory, was, with us,
a great master of holy song.

He has left to ourselves and our children his song
of faith; his Hymn for 5t Thomas' Day.  Among
many beautiful  Hymns, 1 know nothing more
beawtiful ; more moving i its grand simplicity;
in the faith which believes what it cannot see; in
the hope, *an anchor of the soul”,” which grasps
and clings to what it cannot touch.

W v et seon, we Cinnot see,
T by Ll alwove,

Where sin and death, wnd safering Lew
Anelali is peace and fove

[ts =en that never goetl dowr,
les streets of pearl and gold
fes Blessed saints that wear the crown

That never groweth oled,

W omly see the path is long
Lo welifedn we Dave Lo g
We only feet the Toes are strong

Theet seck e work us o,

Wi lave not scen, we cannot se,
he Cross our Master hore,
Withoall its pains, thar we nighs be

Vlie sievil's slaves 1o mare.

W enly think 1 bard Lo part
With very pluasant sin,

A give o Gonea perlect Leart,
Arul make Him Lo wizhin,
The Semo's grce we cannet see,
That makes an infane whole ;
A gives the water power Lo Ty

[Proim s wuiliy soud,

b, vi e
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We only know that we have power
T'o o sur Fatner’s wili g

Though every day and every hour,
We meel tempeation still,

We walk by faith, and not by sight
Anil Blesserd Smnt Yke thee

Wi sometimes doubt i faith teths right,
Hecanse we caniot sey.

Upeon the promise we wouid lean
Uhy denbting heart received ;—

# Blessed are they that have nal seen,
Asted that have yot believed !

Wile as the Church's volce can spreml,
To Goo all gloey Ty

T [Lant that s the Apastles” Heal,
Awd, Hovy Guesrg o Thee ! Aamen,

Howte 327, frowe 2 Fopdd s Slvasieg ] — MASTERS AN Con

The Volume contains, besides Text, Papers,
Speeches, Documents, inscrted in their order of
time and convection, concluding with Six Sermons
preached in Weils Cathedral between May 10, 1891,
and Nov, 13, 1892,

[ am indebted to Messrs, radeile and Young
for their kind permission to use the Photographi
at the beginning of the Volume,

GEORGE ANTHONY DENISON.



