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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

In a work intended as a Guide to it Gold Fields,
one cannot justly omit somo motice of Nove Beotia
and Halifax, the probable starting point of the tourist;
but as & good desoription of either would fill 5 large
volume by itself, we merely attempt a cursory review
of the history of the Province, and a sketch of those
foatures of the metropolis which appear moet striking
to & foreigner, before discussing the profeased aubject
of thege pages.
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CHAPTER I.

OUTLINE OF THE HIZTORY OF NOVA SCOTIA.

The diseovery of this portion of Aweriea is usaally attri-
buted to Sebastisn Cabot, a Portogness mariner, who sailed
from Bristol, Eogland, under a commission from Henry
the Beventh, and landad hers about June, in the year 1497 ;
bat if the traditions of Iceland mey be credited, the navi-
gators of that country frequenfed thess ghorea early in the
eleventh century,

From the date of (Jabot's re-diseovery, sssnming that the
Icelanders really knew of Nova Heotia's existence, the
coast was used as a common fishing ground by the French
Portuguess, Bpanish, and English, uotil 1604, when the
then king of Franeo, Henry the Fourth, scting upon the
advioe of the Jesuils, sent out an expedition ander Ad-
miral de Moots, to fake pospesgion of and colovize the
country, which, in the royal warrant appointing De Monts
governor-general, is styled Acadie,

It is rather singular that the fisst place of settlement
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selocted by the French should have been on the extreme
west coast, Anogpolis Bagin—by them called Port Royal,—
when so meny good harbora were to be met with nearer
east. They founded Port Royal in 1605 and remained ia
guiet possession uvatil 1613, when a British filibuster, Cap-
tain Argyle or Argall, from Virginis, made a rid upon
their different homesteads alonz the ooast, burned their
ghips, pillaged their property, and sent the unfortunate
settlers back to their own eountty. The French govern-
ment does not eppear t0 have resented this high-handed
outrage, nor did the fate of the retorned solonista prevent
fresh departures for Acadia.

But the ownership, as well a3 the name of the country,
remained an open question; for, under date of the 10th
September, 1621, Charles the First of England made a
grant of the whole Proviuce, including New Brunswick,
the Izland of 8t John {now Prince Edward'a,}) and Cape
Bretor to 8ir William Alexander, calliog the same, in com-
pliment perbapa to its new lessee, Nova Sootis, a name it
has ever sinoz retained in Keglish Listory.

The same soversign shortly afterward instituted the order
of Baroneta of Nova Scotia, the title to be conferred apon
persons who should sssist the ocolonization of the pro-
vinos at their own expenss; and in 1627 a large expedi-
tion noder the wew proprietor sailed to take porsession ; hut
either dissntisfied with their bargain, or unwilling, becanse
unabla, to dispossess previous settlers, they only remained
a very short time.

Eleven years after the isane of Sir Willam Alexander's
charter, the provines was agnin formally ceded to Franoe.
The neighboring British Htates, perhaps encoursged by
the home government, were nnwilling to tolerate the French
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as colonists, #nd whenever & new settloment was founded
or began to flourish, marauding parties of British were
gure to invade it sud Arive the industrious Frenchman
from his home, Port Royal{ Annapelis) the stronghold of the
French, scema to have heen the especial object of dislike,
and in 1710, for the fifth time, wea wrested from ita lawfual
owners. By the subsequent treaty of peace, in 1713,
Nova Sentia proper was returned to the English, while all
Freneh residents were compelled to take the oath of alle-
gianes to Great Britain, or gquit the country. France
still retained the ialand now called Prince Edward's, and
the eastern extremity of the peninsuls where she founded
end fortified the town of Louisburg,

A frosh war breaking out between England and France
in 1744, an expedition was equipped the following year
in the New England colonies nnder the command of Sir
William Peppersll (ominons neme!} which surprised and
captured Lovishurg sed fook possession of the rest of
Cape Breton : but the sboriginal tribes were so friendly
to the French that the usnrpera made no progress at colo-
nizetion and fonnd their new aequisition coly a source of
troable.

Two years later en srmament wes ftted out by France
under the Duke d"Anville to recapture the French posses-
#iona in the proviuee, but the axpedition was delayed through
eontrary winds ; many of the vespals were loet at sea, and
the orews of those which arrived were decimated by senrvy.
The disense was communioated to the Indians, nearly one-
half of whom died from itz ravages, An attempt waz made
to retake Anoapolis, but, being defeated, the Duke d'An-
ville and the Comte d’Estourville, his second in command,
were 80 disheartened that they committed suicide, snd their



