THE LEGISLATION AND HISTORY OF SEPARATE
SCHOOLS IN UPPER CANADA: FROM 1841,
UNTIL THE CLOSE OF THE REVEREND DOCTOR
RYERSON'S ADMINISTRATION OF THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF ONTARIO IN
1876: INCLUDING VARIOUS PRIVATE PAPERS
AND DOCUMENTS ON THE SUBJECT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649629503

The Legislation and History of Separate Schools in Upper Canada: From 1841, Until the Close of
the Reverend Doctor Ryerson's Administration of the Education Department of Ontario in
1876: Including Various Private Papers and Documents on the Subject by J. George Hodgins

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



J. GEORGE HODGINS

THE LEGISLATION AND HISTORY OF SEPARATE
SCHOOLS IN UPPER CANADA: FROM 1841,
UNTIL THE CLOSE OF THE REVEREND DOCTOR
RYERSON'S ADMINISTRATION OF THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF ONTARIO IN
1876: INCLUDING VARIOUS PRIVATE PAPERS
AND DOCUMENTS ON THE SUBJECT

ﬁTrieste






THE LEGISLATION AND HISTORY
OF SEPARATE SCHOOLS IN
UPPER CANADA:

FROM 181, UNTIL THE CLOSE OF THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON'S ADMINIS-
TRATION OF THE EDUCATION DEFARTMENT OF ORTARIO IN 187 :

|

Inirpoisg vanlovs Privare Pavens avp DooUMENYS 0F TOE SURBIECT,

L R 2
2ty men

»-a
L aw wa
- I T

AN BY ML LN s

il

J' GEORGE HODGINS, .4, LD, FRGS,
Biggmras-ar-Law,

L{BRARIAN §F TR BPUUATION DEFARTEENT FORE ONTAEIS, AFP BMTOR OF THE ' DOCUMEFTARY
HIBTORY OF ENTCATION IN DFFER CANADA, 17B1-1876."

The Behool Llaw of Upper Oioads feodynise Individus] Rights ; deals with each Individus
far himaelf, and doea not ignore, or proseribe, bim from the Public Schools, and all the privi-
Irges compecbed with them, exoept at his own request.—{Rev. Dr. Ryereon fo the Hon JSohn
i A. Wasionald, tnd of dpril, 1855, Poge 89.)

1t must be scknowiedged that a combioed Becular, with Separste Religions Instrastion, is
the only mafe, fust, sud defensible system of Hatlomal Educatlon.—{Ree, Dr. Ryersom fo (he
Gomernor-Fenaral, Sir Fdmund Head, Janvary, 15858, Page 121}
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PREFATORY REMARKS.

IN the outline of “Tue Story or My LIFE" prepared by the
Rev. Dr. Ryerson, during his later years, he briefly summed
up what he had been able {0 accomplish, as Head of the
Edueation Department for Upper Canada, during his incum-
beney from 1844 to 1876, He then added these words:—

“I leave to Dr. J. George Hodgins, my devoted Friend of over forty
yeurs, and my able Collugue for over thirty of these years, the duty of
filling up the details of our umited labours in founding s System of
Eidueation for my native Province, which is apoken of in terms of strong
commendation, not only within, but by peopls outaide of, the Dominion ™

Feeling that an almost filial duty was thus devolved upon
me, T prepared a Prospeetns, in 1884, of such a Volome s I
then projected, including & sketch of the * Legislation and
History of Separate Schools in Upper Canada,” which I now
publish, intending, at some lfut-nm_ﬁme, to carry out further
the wishes of my revered Friend. In that Prospectus I said:—

Not only did Dr. Ryerson entrust me with the whole of his private
correspondence with Fublic Men and Ministers of State on educational
matters, but I have also had a voluminous correspondence, from time to
time, with him myself, when he was abaent, on several important subjecta
connected with our School Bystem. Thess, with various private memo-
rands and other information, will be available for the Volumne.

I then thought, (as I expressed it,) that such a personal
record would likely be of more interest to the next generation
than it would be to the then present one,—especially as so
many storms and personal conflicts had marked the era of Dr.
Byerson's administration,—creating, at the time, much undue
prejudice, which might still linger in the memories of men, and
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iv PREFATORY REMARES.

exert an undue influence on the minds of many, Time, and a
calm review of what has been accomplished, notwithstanding
the adverse eireumstances, and the opposing influences, under
which onr School System was founded, would, I then felt, alone
dissipate that prejudiee, and do full justice to Dr. Ryerson, and
to those who stood by him, in his efforte to place our National
System of Schools upon & broad, safe, and comprehensive basis.

Having been intimately and confidentially conneeted with
Dr, Ryerson for thirty-two years, in the great work of his
later life, (%.e, from his appointment, in 1844, to 1876,) the
projected work would necessarily largely partake of a personal
character,—ao far as he and I and others were concerned.

This, on the whole, will be found to greatly add to its interest
and value. Besides, I alone am in a position to verify some facts-
which were mentioned in private eonversation, or in hia cor-
respondence with me, and which are known only to myself.

It was twelve years since the Prospectus, to which I have
referred, was written. Time warns me that if the work, pro-
jected in 1884, is to be published, it ia now time to prepare it.
T have, therefore, determined to issue the first instalment of it,
in the shape of the “ LEGisLaTion aAnp HISTORY OF SEPARATE
ScHOoOLS ¥ UpPPER Cawapa,” from 1841 to the close of Dr.
Ryerson’s administration, in 1876

A second Volame, containing a more general review of our
Educational System, from 1844 until its later development,
will be prepared, {D.V.,) and will be issned in duc time. Such
a publication will include a large number of private and confi-
dentinl Letters and Papers of my own, together with those
which were entrusted to me by Dr. Ryerson,—in fact, a Volume-
containing what may be called the private, or “inner,” history
of the Education Department for Ontario, including many facts.
and ineidents of my long personal connection of fifty-two years
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with it and with those “in anthority " in the Department, and
in the Exeeutive Government of the Provinee, during that time.

I have been the more eonvineed as to the desirability of
publishing the present somewhat condensed, yet sufficiently
detailed, history of the Roman Catholic Separate Schools in
Upper Canadas, as o contribution to our Educational History and
Literature, from the fact that men, in whose practical wisdom
and judgment I have confidence, have encouraged me to do so.

I have received the following Letter on the subject from
my esteemed friend, Dr. W. T. Harris, the United States
Commissioner of Edueation, at Washington, which I may very
appropriately insert in this place. He says:—

I am much interested in your propossd Work on the Beparate Schools
of Upper Canads. The problem, of whick it will treat, in one of grest
importance ; and {ntario has fonnd a solukion of it that ean never fail to
interest Public men and Educators.

Certainly, no other Person has equal facilities with yourself for eluci-
dating every eonditivn bearing upon the expediency of Beparate Schoola.

The references called forth by your valuable * Deenmentury History of
Edueation in Upper Canads,” are sach sa to awaken interest in the new
work ; and, it seemns to me & wise mwessure to have them hoth distributed
in printed form.

Among the champions of Roman Catholie Separate Schools
in Upper Canads, whom Dr. Ryerson encountered, none was
more pmnounoad, or even bitter, in his languape than the
Editor of the Canadian Freeman newspaper of Toronto.

On his retirement from the editorial chair, in 1873, he bade
Dr. Ryerson good-bye, in language which, on the whole, was
generous and kind. In his valedictory he gives so graphic a
sketch of Dr. Ryorson's somewhat stormy life, and yet also
of him as a man of purpose, of nerve, and of unswerving
fidelity to the cause which he had espoused, that I cannot for-
bear quoting it. The Editor said .—

Before relinquishing the editorial pen, we should like to say & few words
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on & gentleman whom we have for years stendfastly opposed, and whosa
opinions on many, but especially educational, matters, we huve strenuoualy
combated, and, nevertheless, have in & certain sense admired, and would,
were he mught but the Chisf Superintendent of Education, held in the
highesat esteem. . . .

The Reverend Egerton Ryerson holds what the civilization of this age
terms “*liberal™ views: he advocates the sdvancement of the masses, or
educating every one, no matter what hia position in society may be. The.
hest part of an eventful life has been devoted by him to carry out his
peculiar opinions on this subject. He is essentially s man of one ides, and
he iz & very determined, resclute, snd peracnally courageous person. It is
individuals of his stamp who huve made their mark in the world, Asto
politics, he has really none; but in fres thought, in eduesting the masses,
he does believe, From the varivas Educational Systems of constitutional
England, dispotic Prussis, republican America, Holland, Ireland, and
Beotland, with the assistance of his own powerful intellect, ho has
perfected & plan, according to non-Cetholic idess, an improvement on all of
. them, msintaining their beat, rejecting their worst, features. He hes
been assailed by varions Denominations and classes of our citizens, by
dismatisfied Frecholders, by childless mtepuyers, by Representatives of
Churches, by Grit and Conservative newepapers, by politicians, and by
administrations holding the most opposite views, and yet he has managed
to stand his grouwnd, and sot only this, but to esforce his educationel
opinions on the great majority of the people of this Province. At ome
tims he ia reported by s Tory Governor a8 “‘a dangerons man,” and «
certain Torowto joornsl has purswed him with ferre nalignity for years,
and all kinds of politicians have at different periods attacked him in the
bitterest way, and yet Egerton Ryarson has trinmphed, and is at this day,
i spite of all opposition, the grest and successiul vindicstor of fres,

universal education. This is the man whom Governments do not care to
interfars with, and who cannot be crushed ; who, in spitc of his sevonty
years, i8 still as fresh and as vigorons as ever, and as ready, in defence of
his ideas, to smite his snemies *“hip and thigh,” either through s public
journsl, or in & pamphlet of 365 pages. During our entire career we have
opposed the Doctor ; but we are fully aware how diffienlt it s to make
_ hoadway against s man of his sbility, helding but one idea, and resolved to
win. We have often wished that a Byerson would present himself as a
representative of our Catholic masses, to fight as determinedly for ua as he
has for his Protestant fellow-countrymen,—a man who would endeavour,
under all circumatances, to procure what his Eminence Cardinal Cullen
and the Irish Hiersrchy are now labouring to attain,—s Catholie, purely
Catholie, education for Catholic peopla, . .
In retiring from thoe mansgement, [of the ﬁ;mdmn Freeman,] we would
wish to offer the right hand of fellowship to all we have encountered, .
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and to part on amicable terms with all from whom we have differed. Fore-
most among these is the Chief Superintendent of Eduecation, and we have,
therefore, devoted this, our last article, to him. We have written column
wpon column againet him, for the past fifteen years, We have tried with
all our might to put him down, and yet he iz a man for whose talents,
resolution, and dogged porseverance we have the highest respect, and for
whose courtesy and gentlemanly bearing towards our co-religionists we
offer our acknowledgments, and for whom the Protestant people of this
Province will, at scme not very distant period, do, what & learned Ameri-
can historian stated the North-West would do for Marquette,—** huild
his monument. "%

A word as to the attitude of the Church of England on this
question. It always held, (as a Chureh established in Upper
Canada by the Constitutional Act of 1791,) that, if the Church
of Rome were legally entitled to establish Separate Schools, in
which the dogmas of that Church were to be taught, and to
receive a portion of the public funds for their support, much
more should that branch of the Church of the Empire in
Canads receive a like share of the public revenue, and for &
like purpose. Beyond that, the Church of England was nok
disposed to go, nor to enter into any of the loeal controversies
on the subject.

Traditionally the Church of England in Canada always held
the doetrine, which was so clearly stated by Dr. Ryerson,
in his Confidential Report to the Guvernor-General, in 1858,
(page 12L,) and in which he maintained :—

That o combined secular, with separate religious instruction, is l;he only
aafe, just, and defensible system of National Education.

No one was more sensible of the efforts made by Dr. Ryerson
to carry into effect this combined system of Education, than
waa the venerable Dr. SBtrachan, the first Anglican Bishop of
Toronto. In his Charge to the Clergy, in 1856, he said :—

So far as Dr. Ryerson is concerned, T am one of those who appmcm

* It would, mdonhs. gratif; t.lm fm'mar Edltor of the f‘mmdma F‘reman,
{James G Mo_ﬂm.. Eaq., now of Ottaws,) to know, that a few years after Dir,

Ryerson’s death, in I a bandsome Monument was erected, in 1589, Lo his
memory, in front of the Building in which he spent the last years of his official
lifa,
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very highly his exertions, his unwearied sssiduity, and his administrative
capacity. I am also most willing to admit that he has carried out the
mengre provieions of the several School ensctments, that have any leaning
to Religion, as far as ssoma consistent with & just interpretation of the law.

No less cordial were the words used by Bishop Bethune, in
his Letter to Dr. Ryerson, of the 8rd of July, 1872, in which
he said :—

I have to thank you for your Letter of the 1st instant, . . . and to
vxpress my gratification that 1 had the opportunity, [in the Bynod,]* to
bear my humble testimeny to your zeslous and righteous efforts to promote
the sound education of the youth of the Provinee.

I believe that, in the endeavour to give this a moral and religious
direction, you have done all that, in the circumstances of the country, it
wis in yonr power to accomplish.

None have been more true and faithful in their maintenanca
of the Public School Bystem in Upper Canada, than have been
Membere of the Church of England. This was promptly and
very heartily acknowledged by Dr. Ryerson, in his Letter of
the 31st of December, 1858, to the Hon. George Brown, when
he gaid :— :

To the honour of the Church of England, and to the honour of Canada,
and especinlly to the honour of the Gentlemen themselves, the Episeo-
palians steod forward as & phalsnx against the seductions presented to
them by the Tachd Bill, as introduced in 1856, . . . T feel it no less
my duty, than wy plessure, to express my own gratitude, and, T beliove,
that of Upper Canada generslly, to Messra. J. W, Gamble, W. B, Bobin-
son, Juhn Langton, George Crawford snd D. B. Stevenson, for the earnest

and noble stand which they took on that occasion, ss the chempions of the
unmutilated Common School System of Upper Canada.

It was often a matter of surprise to me, during the long
years of confliet on the Roman Catholic Separate School Ques-

* In his Addreas to the Anglican Syned of 1872, Bishop Bethume said :—

“ 1 have confidence in the good intentions and righteous efforta of that vener-
gble gentleman, {Dr. Hyerson,) to do what he can for the smelioration of the
evila which the absence of systematic religious teaching of the young must
mduee ; =0 that we may have a that, hiz tried zeal and uwnguestion-
sble ahility, s way may be devised by which such essential instrnction shall be
imparted, and the terrible evils we deplore to serme extent corrected,”



