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PREFACE.

S E—

Tuis attempt to make the life and works of the First
English Poet more widely known springs from the
interest taken in the subject by an English Language
and Literature Class "of ‘Men and Women which [
condueted for some years at the Literary and Philo-
sophical Society in Newcastle-upon-Tyme., Lecturing
upon *Cedmon’ afterwarde to the members of the
Society, I found that the idea of an Eunglish Litera-
ture prior to Chaucer was new to many of my hearers.
It is not ereditable to us that we should know so little
about the Founders of our Literature. I am conscions
of {he imperfections of my work, which has had to be
completed in the rare and brief intervals of a busy
professional life. I truet, however, that the interest

of the subject will atone in some measure for the
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inability of the writer. I wish to express my warm
acknowledgments to the men who have preceded me in
this matter, and to none more than to Professor Henry
Morley, of University College, London.

Moss Cporr, GATEEHEAD-0N-T¥H0:
Oeotoder &, 1674,
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CEDMON AND HIS WORKS.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUOTORY.

Bewore I proceed to speak of Caspmon and his Works,
I shall endeavour briefly to explain the position of
that portion of the world which specially interests us
Western peoples during the period of his life,—the
seventh century. I shall speak first of the politieal
situation, and shall then show the infellectusl con-
dition of the then existing natioms, in order that we
may more truly estimate the precise place which the
Father of English Poetry holds in general literary
history,

The old Roman Empire had fallen before the
repeated attacks of the barbarians. By the middle
of the fifth century the Western Empire had ceased
to exist. It had long been moribund. The frue
Roman people had steadily decreased in numbers.
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