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PREFACE.

LINDNESS, although of frequent occurrence in par-
ticular families, does not affect o very large per-
centage of the total number; so that 1|,c}t,hing approaching
i g{-!imt'u] interest is taken in the bhod. As T have
undertaken, then, to write and to have published n hook
which, by my own confession, does not deal with a
subject of general interest, 16 seems to me that o few
remarks reganding the aim of the work are necessary.

The chief aim of the hook is set forth in its title, I
believe “The True Splere of the Blind 7 to be in those
vocations which require mental activity rather than man-
ual skill for their suceessful prosecuticn, By a eareful
paychological analysiz I show that blindness renders possi-
ble a more intenze mental life, and by an examination of
the attempts to employ them at trades T find that, as a
matter of fact, the blind are unfiv for such puranics,

The other important objects are: To furnish a gnide to
the corvect way to deal with blindness and the blind, to

point out the danger threatening the eves of the people



Vi PREFACE.

theough owr educational svstem, and to name the con-
ditions and plans wpon which the ameliormtion of the
blinad dlepends,

This ksl 15 Ill;'rl'_'l‘.HHI!ll“il_'!.-' deficient 1 i '.'n.l'irnl-_\' if Wilya,
Tl l‘vlllI:F]:'I.I;'.I'ﬂ-i‘-'{'ll'!,-' sl ectent of BV PRI 1"}2]1[11"i{1]’1|_!i’., ol
the almost total lack of relinhle statistics and information,
render it difficult for me to be exact.  There are very few
works dealing with the sulbject, and these few are too old
tor b e thon of hizpore interesy, 1 ;l.ukhrﬂ'r'il'dgp Q-
debitedness o the late D Armitage’s excellent work on
“The Education and Emplovment of the Blind ;" to
Levy's hook on “ Blindness and the Blind ;" to the arti-
eles on # Blindness™ in the various Eneyelopesdias ; and
for my chapter on the “THseases of the Hye™ to Dr.
Minor's artiele on “ Biindness” in the Heference Hamd-
Book of the Medieal =cienees,  For y aecount of the
Anertean institutions, [ have velied muinly on theie offi-
cial reports,  In my * Paychologienl Analysie” T have
followed the order of treatment of the subject m Pro-
fessor John Dewev's ¢ Paychology,” and T have also been
inelebited far somne valuahle HuggvHﬂmLH (i Profossor Mark

Baldwin's © Payehology."”
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