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PREFACE.

No merzarreTaTion of Seripture cag be built on disjointed parts. In
order to be sure that you have & right understanding of & seriptural dog-
trioe, or prophecy, you ought 1o be certain that there is no passage in the
Bible which cootradicis your opinicus. For this reason it was, that, in
writing * Tuz Szars Orenen, or, A Voioe 7o 7he Jrws,” 1 made such
comments, on very many tex1s, &8 I conceived would be beneficia!, both
to sustsin my views, affirmatively, and to show that they were not op-
posed by oy portion of Revelation.

In the following work, it will be seen that I have freely availed myself
of whatever thoughts oz illustrations, sre contained in my former publi-
cation, suited tc my present design; for I now wish to arrange, voder
proper heads, the various proofs snd arguments on each subject relating
to the existence, nature, character, and government of the Deity, and cur
duty to Him and to each other, commuricated under the types and para-
bles of the incarnation and stonement of Christ, our God and Saviour :
Hia glorious resurrection, and His destruction of sin and death : together,
also, with the prophetic history of the churches and of the world.

The most of these chuplers, I might have condensed into & much less
space than they occupy—especielly the 7th chapter, which might bave
been comprised within & ol limit; for all the objections. against the
divinity of our Saviour, are rendily anawared, or rather met and obviated,
solely by stating His Two-rorp relations—viz: “in spirit,” He is our
Lord and God ; but,  acoording fo the flesh,” Ha is the Son of David, and
pervonates the whole family of man. In this representative capacity, He
j6 spoken of in language different from that which is spplied to Him in

 Bis relation as Jehovah or the Father, possessing an unrevealable infinity
of divize attributes. My owtives for answering the objections, in full,
1 have stated at the conclusion of that chapter; snd similar reasons have
prompted me, also, 1o be more difuse than 1 otherwise should bave been,
in other portions of the book ; for I have observed that prejudiced minda
aveil themselves of eny pretext to escape from the true doctrine; and,
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unless the Gospel simplicity be returned upon them, and exhibited again
. and again, they will not sufficiently consider it.

Had I read Gibbon’s Rome, st an earlier period, I might have had a
much pearer road to my opinion of the present chorehes, That moat
excellent historian has exhibited, in a clear light, the controversies of
the corrupted and apostate churchmen, respecting the Trixery of persons
in the Godhead, and the Two watumes of Christ, in one person. The
disputes concerning the duality, or double nature of Christ, succeeded
the disputes concerning the THnity of God; sod it was not until the
Council of Chaloedon, A. D, 451, that the Romin Tugorocy of ¢ The
Christ in one peraon, but i two natures, was snoounced to the Catholic
world.”* In ﬂpEijﬂEl on this point, Gibbon says, * During ten centu-
ries of blindness nnd servitude, Europe received her religious opinions
from the orzcle of the Vatican ; and the same doctrine, already varnished
with the rust of antiquity, was admitted, withowt dispute, into the creed
of the Reronmzny, who disclaimed the supremacy of the Roman Pontiff.
The Synod of Chalcedon #il Tmivxprs in the Protestant Churches ;
but the ferment of controversy bas subsided, and the most pious Christ-
inna of the present day, are ignarant or carcless of their own belief con-
cerning the myatery of the incarnation,

What wonder that the deadly wound of the Romen hesd of the beast,
was healed, and that the present Protestant forms of professing Christen-
dom sre only another member of the one body of Anti-Christ, since the
RerormERs, as they are nemed, instead of returning to the Gospel truths,
erected their edifices, without scrotiny or dispute, on the errors and idol-
efries of Pacas Councila! In what part of the Bible do they find it
alleged that God is Tumer pemsons in one substance, or that Christ is
TWo NATURES in one person ¢ If by ¥ persons,” they do not mean dis-
tinct individualities, but only relations, or attributes considered in regard
to the divine works of Crratiod, Reoemrriox, and Sawcrirrcariox,
what need of the aid of Couneils, or scholastic jargon, to render thai
plsin, which the word of God sufficiently reveals? And if, by the fwo
natures of Christ, they mean only the mystical uoion of the body and
#pirit, in one person, this would be no more a mysterious duality of na-
tures than we all know each living child of Adam, in the body, possesses.

But, rejoice ; for now the end is come. The covenant of the churches, '
with desth and hell, shall no longer stand. Christ, in spirit, is come
again, from the Holy of Holies, to judge the world, and to reward and
grant deliverance to His people !

* Gibbou’s Dealine and Fall, vol. 4, page 35 t Ibid., pages 33aad 34
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The important changes, at this senson, to take place, wilt not be in a
few things, nor for a brief time ; but will be the beginning of & new e,
and will separate the future from the past, as distinc(ly as the first advent
of our Saviour in the flesh. Nor may Lhis pew condition of affairs be
consummated withont commotion, and tumult, and fear, and suffering.
For the false spiritual dyossties, which have usurped their standing. in
heaven, sre to pass away with a great noise ; the elements of the pre-
sent social system will melt with the fervent heat of wickedoess ; and
the nations of the earth will bs convulsed and struck against each other,
and consumed by their own works.

How prepostercus is it for sny one 1o believe thut God takers no notice
of what is done on earth ; or that men, nations, or churches, can really
prosper in iniguity ! When we Satter ourselves that peace end safety
are at hand, sudden destruction comes upon us. No lsw of God can be
violated with impupity, It is impossible! And when inen think that
they deceive God, Lhey cheat only their own aculs, When they least
expect it, they are exposed, and driven from every shelter end evasion ;
they are put to open shame, in the presence of an assembled universe,
and their very namea branded wilh eternal infamy and abhorrence.

But I have no thought that the changea now tc occur, or, rather,
begin, will be either miraculoos, or, in gif their developments, insiantane-
ous. As the preparaiion has been, se will be the consummation—an
uniolding and enlarging action of netural laws, Neither does God desire
the infliction of suffering, nor the committing of any cruel act: those
who perpetrata the evils, and take part in the violences, must spawer for
theirsivs. They canaot justify thelr malignity, nor mitigete the seotence
against themselves, by preténding that this is a day of Divine wrath. The
wrath is the wrath of the wickedness of men; snd it is no more desirad
by the Lord, in itself, than the cup which our Lord drank upon Galgo-
tha, and which he prayed might pass away ; but it could not be.

Was the guilt of Joseph's brethren, who sold him into slavery, in
Egypt, less strocious, because his captivity there was overruled by the
Lord, for good 7 Butit is useless to wrge the peint. It is clear and
manifest. Therefors, take heed, yo who profess to know and serve the
Lamb of Peace, how you stain your garments with blood, or how you
help forward the approaching calamities. Christ was, indeed, in his day,
steeped in blood 5 buf it was His own bivod : and our course must be con-
formed to the precepts and example, the mercy and loog-suffering, the
gentleness, the meekness and love of Him who gave Himself a ransom
for His enemies, and who died for His persecutors and murderers.
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We will be much assisted in forming a right conception of the revolu-
tions now to be developed, by considering the manver in which the old
wotld passed inte new formy, after the crucifixion and resurrection of our
Lord, end the preaching of the Gospel. As the Pundations of Anti-
Christian Rome are being removed, several sudden, momentous, end
violent revolutions may occcur, in different nations, or through many
nations, and perhaps in society ; but I presume that many yenrs, or sges, -
will slapse before & new order of things will be established, on a settled
and permanent basis. But this can be caly conjectural. For no past his-
tory can ioform us, minutely and correctly, as to the combinations and
movements hereafter to lake place ; experieuce and observation may store
us with knowledge and wisdom to discern the operation of causes: bat
the furms of the effects, while they are yet future, none bat the all- mng
eye of Grod can fully explore.

However, it is dhtirely within the option of thn world, at once to
place themselves in harmony with the laws of our Creator, both as re-
gards government and a social arrangement ; and so escape all the afflic-
tions which are denounced against transgression. For the Almighty
does not willingly grieve Hia creation ; and with joy would He bestow on
ug blessings and happiness, instend of visiting ns with the consequences of
rebellion. Let no one, therefore, intermit his intentions to advocate and
promote an extended and peaceful reformetion, oo Bible principles ; fot
if such & reform should oot be universal end efernal, it is not becanse the

, Lord does mot, wow, af fhie inatant, elect snd dasire it—but, becsuss

mankind will not accept the profiered gift.

It was in March, 1835, that the real condition of the present churches
was first unveiled to me, by my mind beiog prepared and opened to un-
deratand the prophecies in the book of Revelation. From that tifme to
this, I have declared the * pzartu and merL” of present Christendom.
What was then disregarded, as the ravings of a supposed monomanisc, is
tow heard, in redoubled sounds, from other and independent sources ;
and the startling cry, that death is in wvery house and temple,® must
#oon arouss the slamberers from their lethergy, and aend many forth from

Egyt. t

* Exod. il 8.

1 In the summer of 1340, when [ was correcting the proofs of my former work, 1 first mow
#afl read Comabe om the Constitution of Max ; and was surprived sed gratified to find with
what ascuracy the discoveries in regand to moral duty, arising from the investigation of
the natare of man, acerrded with the Instraction of ihe Beriptures. Spurzheim, I am told,
Jn far mire ekplicit than Combe : but I have not vend him,
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Yet, slthough, from many other snd independent sources, it is quite
manifest that the present condition of socisty, sod of nations, canuot con-
tinue, I am not aware that an attempt has been made, by any other pars
son, to revive hoth Church and Siate, 8 co-members in the resurrection
of the ons body of Christ, our Lord and God. Most of the reformers,
who appeal to reason, and who wish to establish the happy empire of
sound sense, appear, to me, to consider our Saviour in the light of 8 mere
creation ; while those who regard Him as God, maintain the docirine
of u joini finite soul in Christ, with the Deity ; and, instead of expecting
the overthrow und removel of the churches, as .the temples of Dagon,
they felicitate themselves upan the fhocied dawn of a millennial reign.
Or, if any of them believe that certain of the churches are lost in death,
they ettribute, if I mistake not, their condemnation to particular circum=
scribed principles, and not to » broad fundomental doctrine, which is tha
basis upon which stands the entire cross of God, and the universal gal
valion, in righteousness, of all maenkind. It is, therefore, apparent that
the ground occupied by me, s absolutely necessary for the work of rer
generation ; for no matter how closely you may bring desd limba apd
joints together, by any social system : and thoogh you mey have thera
the sinews, and the flesh, and the covering of ekin, yet, unless the Spirit
of God descend and quicken the carcess, it will possess no more power of
lifs than the fragments of s statne, which you may errange in orderly
oonnexion. Our resorrection must be the resurrection of the dead body
of Christ, by the quickening Spirit of the Lord Himself,

I have to enireat that no cne will condemn me, unheard. , Let not your
prejudices hinder you from yielding, to the following pages, 8 fair and
impartial examination and judgment. How know yeu thet I may not be

Soms time in or about Januery, 1840, I was asked 1o attend » meeting of Fourderiles, in
Bayardstown, Pittsburgh, I had nevor before heasd of Foarier, oor of his principles. 1
went to the meeting 3 asd a few short addreises weorn delivared, by some of the paregea
who wers oonducting it. They were only inmgunirers, and were wishing tu take some
action in ersociation. One of them lent ma Brishane's work oo Fourierism. 1 read it with
delight ; and speedily saw that the body of a sosial orgonization, for united action, as the
recoptache of a spicit of charily and I nd vaneesment, was thare delinsated

In this work of Brishane, [ had additionsl indications that the pressot churchea azd
naticus are to pass away ; for this transition must follow from his principles. Thus,
whother we consider man's indisiduci conatifution, or the eonsfruction of sociefy, or the
werd of God, we gathor, from all qoarters, the astonnding islelligence that the presest
hm;t aation of the world i sentrary tocthe laes and hapmwony of aatgre ; apd that it mpek

eatroyed.
" Tha very fact that we seé tho evils which surronnd us, in an evidenes that the Bpirit of
tha Lond is comiog to dispel them ; unless we obatinately harden ourselves, Now, ot
thoss who gladly seek the truth, lift up their heads ; for ibair pedmmption deswes aigh |




