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PREFACE

s i m—

BEVEN years ago [ wrote, * Nothing is worse for
children begging iu the sireets, negleck itself is
far better, than the easy method of gratifying oor
emofional pity and pacifying onr conscience, by
gimply teking money from our purse, snd dropping
it into their little oumtetretchod hands, DBetter to
drop a live coal upon the gquivering palm. If we
can do nothing more, for Christ'z sake let ue refraim
from doing them this injury. Whatever the pretext
may be, however plangible the reason for begging,
it: is alwayms a croel wrong fo the child when wa
suffer it to sneecead.”

Since then my convictions on this sobject have
steadily grown deeper and stronger. I look wpon
giving to » beggar as a crime similar to giving
strong drink to one already drunkem: giving to a
child who i3 begging is but tying & millstone aboat
his neck, end drowning him in the depths of a sen
of crime wnd misery. Last year I was shocked and
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aroused once mare by some words gpoken in Exeter
Hall by the Rev. R. C. Billing, Rector of Spital-
fields, “ Hundreds of children,” he eald, “ under
the shadow of my church sre being starved and
mada to auffer that they may move the Christian
public; and the Christisn public will pass slong
the astreets, and dispense their alms to those who
are moving them to pity by such imposition.” Mr,
Billing took mo to visit the low lodging-houses in
his parish, and the Workhouse Infirmary, where I
saw for myself thea wretched child whom I have
called Fidee in the followinge story.  When my
story wae finished—written with eore pain of heart
to mygelf—I sohmitted it to Mr, Billing, and he told
me it was “only too true.” Mr George Holland,
of the George Yard Hagged School, Whitechapel,
who has labourcd there, smong the lowest of the
poor, for many long years, eaid to me, “It is im-
possible to exaggerato the misery of children used
for begring parposes.”

Yet our Lord's command i3 “ Freely yo have
received, freely pive” And Bt Paul recalls for ng
another of His sayings: “ Remember the worde of
the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said, It is more
blessed to give than to regeive.” No one can be a
Christinn who lets the least of Christ's brethren
suffer want. Only let us take care how we pgive,
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and what we give. Yoo give money in the streeta?
Even sinners do the same; and the half~dronken
charity of the gin-palace will often exceed yours.
In this way you do not, and you canmot, minister
unto the Lord. Every desolate child has o claim
upon us; but when he cries to us for food, let s
take care that we do oot give him s stone, or put
a eeorpion into his hand.

Christ gave His life a8 a ranscan. Nob many
among ugs can do this literally ; bot each of us can
seek out, snd help to the ntmost of cor power, thoss
who are ministering to the childven of oor great
cities: snd they and we can thoe fulfil the last
command of the Lonl Jesus, when He asked the
Apogtle who hed denied Him ‘f Lovest thow me ?
And Poter saith unto him, Yes, Lord, Thon knowest
that I love Thee. He suith unto him, Feed my
lamba,”
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