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BIQGRAPHICAL SEETCH.

Ourver Wespernn Hoimes was born at Cambridge,
Massachnsetts, Angnst 29, 1808. The honse in which ha
was born stood between the sites now occopied by the Hem-
enway Gymuasinm and the Law School of Harvard Uni-
wversity, and was of historie interest as having been the head-
quarters of General Artemas Ward, and of the Committes
of Safety in the dsys just before the Revolution. Upon
the steps of the house stood President Langdon, of Har-
vacd Colloge, tradition eays, and prayed for the men who,
halting there & few moments, marched forward under Colo-
nel Prescott's lsad to throw up intrenchments on Bunker
Hill on the night of June 16, 1775, Dr. Holmes's father
earried forward the traditions of the old house, for he ‘was
Rev. Dr. Abiel Holmes, whose American Annals was the
first careful record of Americsn history written after the
Bevolution,

Born and bred in the midst of historin associations,
Holmes had from the first a lively interest in American his-
tory and polities, and though possessed of strong humorons
gifts often turned his song into patrictic channels, whils .
the current of hia literary life was distinetly American.

He began to write poetry when in eollege at Cambridge,
and some of his best-known early pieces, like Evening, by a
Tailor, The Meeting of the Dryads, The Spectre Pig, were
pontributed to the Collegian, an undergraduate journal, while
b waa studying law the year after his gradustion. At the
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pame time he wrote the wellknown poem Old Tronsides, n
protest against the proposed breaking up of the frigate Cons
stitution ; the poem was printed in the Boston Daily ddver-
tiger, and its indignation and fervoer carried it through the
country, and raised such a popular feeling that the ship waa
saved from an ignominjous destruction. Holmes shortly
gave up the stody of law, went abroad to study medicine,
and returned to take his degree at Harvard in 1836, Ag
the same time he delivered a poem, Poetry: ¢ Metrioal
Esaay, before the Phi Bata Eappa Seciety of Harvard, and
ever afterward his profession of medieine and his love of
literature received his united care and thought. In 1838
.he was appointed Professor of Anatomy and Physiology at
Dartmouth College, but remained there only & year or two,
when he returned to Boston, married, and practised medi-
cine. In 1847 he was made Parkman Professor of Anat
omy and Physiology in the Medical School of Harvard Col
lege, & position which he retained until the elose of 1882,
when he retired, to devote himself more exclasively to liter
ature.

In 1857, when the Atlantie Monthly was established,
Profeasor Lowell, who was asked to be aditor, consented on
eondition that Dr. Holmes should be a regular contributor,
Dr. Holmes at that time was known as the author of & num-
ber of poems of grace, life, and wit, and he had published
several professional papers and books, but his brilliancy as s
talker gave him o strong local reputation, and Lowell
shrewdly gnessed that he wounld bring to the new magazine
a singularly fresh and onusnal power. He was right, for
The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, begioning in the
first number, unquestionably insured the Atlantio its early
success. The readers of the day had forgotten that Holmes,
twenty-five years befors, had begun s series with the same
title in Buckingham’s New England Magasine, n periodi-
cal of short life, so they did not at first anderstand why he
shoald begin his firet article, 1 was just going to ssy whan
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[ was interrupted.” From that time Dr. Holmes was 2
frequent ‘contributor to the magszine, and in it appeared
paccessively, The dwlooral of the Breakfust-Tebls, Tha Pro-
Jeasor at the Breakfast-Tabls, The Professor’s Story (after-
ward called Elsis Fenner), The Guardian Angel, The Poet
ot the Breakfast-Table, The New FPortfolio (afterward eallsd
A Mortal Antipathy), Our Hundred Days in Europe, end
Over the Teacups,— prose papers end stories with oces-
sional insertion of verse; here also were first printed the
many poema which he wrote so freely and so happily for
festivals and public occasions, including the frequent poems
at the yearly meetings of his college class. The wit and
humor which have made his poetry so well known would
never have given him his high rank had they not been asso-
ciated with an admirable art which makes every word ne-
gegsnry and felicitous, and & generous nature which is quick
to seize wpon what tonches n common life.

Dr. Holmes died at his home in Boston October 7, 1894,
His lifs hos been written by his wife's nephew, John T.
Morse, Jr., and is published under the title Lifs and Letters
& Oliver Wendell Holmes.
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