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PREVACE.
— e

Ae o ehristian, the anthor of the fellowing vol-
winies belweves thar there is a state of everlasting
lappiness prepared bevomd the geave for those,
nol those ouly, whe ore portaliers uf pire amd un=
defilied 1:~J|'|c-|L, nml, as o/ priveeid, L will H‘EE]F
conliss his SUpEe e sodicitnde is, that Lis ehildren,
IH-' il 'P II'.I.-LIIIt I.','L‘.Il'H,l[H'IHI.]I;'E I|'|. 'H.'l"H I'l.-l.l][lg, [I!lg]]l El."l'."k
InrﬂI:n'r honour, immartalicy ; and finally possess
Lhvemse I!-.-m-, afl etm nak 1ite, ]:]L 13 not insensibie to
the worth of temporal ndvantages: he is neither
cynic nor ascetic: ho npprociates the true valoe of
waalth, learning, science, ad reputation,which he
desires, insuch measute as God slinll see fit 1o be-
stow, hoth for he has
conguered the world, bot does not despise ity he
resists its voke as a master, bot values its ministra-
tions as wservant.  Sull, hosever, he views the
prosent state of sublepary aliairs as a splendid pa-
peind, the feslion of whi el passeth nway, Lo give
place to the glory which shall never be moved: he
booketh notat the things which are seen, but at the
ehinge which are not seen; for the things which are
secu are tomporal, but the things whu:l: are mof
secn are eterpal,  Ivis on this groond that he at-
taches so mach importanee to a refigrous educa
tion. To those, ifsuch theye should be, who 1ma-
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ine that beiswe anxions nbawt this matter, omd bos
sid too machabout i, he s sinpdy to reply, that
o befioy ea, therelore bas be 5|:4|l{uu." The munp
who does not nmbke the celiriows chnmetor ol his
children the supreme end fafall his condu r11:|1f'i|.|'r.|=:
ez, Ay pless to Lu Leve as a O ]'I ; but
certninly aets as nnmaeist besides, if i“l' I3 0 |1ri be
secared, e most 1 thdy step 5 tnken lor aecom-
plishing every othor ; pe * Godlinesa s prefituble
far ufl |.|I:II.|I'_T"I.. [J'i”t‘h L Hie sdae ol e 136 E 111 i
now is, os woll a3 of thol which i to come,
‘n".’ilhﬂtmu views, the Author Las L-.-Ju'muli-:uii'.:
the following voluines Lz ewn poreatal wisles,
vbjects, aud purseits,  Muoch ihacis hero weitten,
lizes becn the subjoet ef lous personal converse witly
bis ehildreo, and sheuld God spere Lis lile, will
gtill continuo to ko the topics of luslustroction,
Whatis beneficial to lds own family, the Author
thought might be no less useful th oiliers s aod this
wits another renson which induced bim e publish.
The multiplieation of books of this kind, even if
thev make small pretensions 1o elaszic clesanee of
compositicn, is to belooked npon asa benedit, pro-
vided they contun souml seriptural semiments,
and an obvions tendeney yrl:-:]lu.:. right moral
impressions.  Books are sometimes read merely
because they are uew ;1618 desirable therelore to
pratify this appetite for novelty, when at the same
time we cau strengthen and build up the moral
character by o supply of wholesome and noiritions
food. Nor is italways cecessory that new books
should contain gavw topics, or new modes of illus-
tration, any more thoo it is necessary that there
should be a perpeunl change in the kaiuds of toad,
in order to attain to bodily strength. Whatever
varicties may be introduced by the wisdom that
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is 5:,1|;p5.|;|.'tl1 Lecad weill a1 remain the $:afl of lite.
So there are some primitive tonths ol :-:uhj&r_'[:i,
which, whatever noveliios snd cuviosities may be
iitroduaced for the srafilication ol religions wste,
st still be reoested, 03 essential to the forma-
von of religious chatacter.

I'ho author tas wot seloctod the sermonie form
of discussion, bacnase some ol lns subjects did not
adwitof it : and alsy becnuse sermons wre porhaps
the least inviting specied of reading to young pao-
ple.  Leters would net hove beeo linbls to these
ohjections; bewhala, ke prelerred the
[orm of chapters, in which the style of direct ad-
dress ispreseeved, The advantaoo ol thissiyleis
obviows ; itnatenly keepsupthe reader’s interest,
bt asevary paventwho presents thess volumes to
his childron ndopts she wlvice as his own, such
YOURE [rersols, IJ:,' an eisy eifort ol the imagiation,
fose sicht ol the Author, ool vewl the language
of their own Tither. 10 any thing is necessary to
secure this effect, bevaml the sinple act ol pre-
senting the ?I.nun-:ul.-:1 ittt ba immedintely obtain-
ed by an ingeription ta the LII][-:] writlen by the
'I'_IJ'Il'l"lIt 540N || l|||| L||]1]"| 1|J —l.i-;l.li.

The Author seare U]‘r' |Iij'l|“'11 -gu'n.r tlhint his work
ix mot idended Lo sacng people below the are
of fourteen.  In the coemaosition of the uunl‘, i
hcr-mmu lunf.-.'.llu'"r sopelinss poours s wlat J-=_|';I.:{
I-I."JEII.LI:] LAWERHN] ]t! LallE I:IJI,lE I'.", Ji g L-'i.J.lLl“h EIJ. i1
others: and some salijoets are itentionally re-
peated, To give nddidens] interest te the vol-
umes, numerons exteacts, and some anecdotes
arc intreduced, which tewd tw relieve the dol-
ness of didactic composition, and prevent e
tedium of unvarving menotony.

In the references which the nethor bas given




