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SPEECH.

Mz, Cramsax,—Allow me to read the petition for
which we appesr :

' To the Honoveble Senate end Hovse of Represeniodives
of fhe Cammontcealth of Massochuredis :

The undersigried, citizens of Maseachupetts, res
epectiully ask vou to ennct that na person, whohas heen
held s o slave, shall be delivered up, by any officer
or enurt, State or Federal, within this Common-
wealtly, to any one claiming him on the ground that
he 'owes service or labor' tosuch cleimant, by the
laws of one of the slave States of this Union.'

That petition, Mr. Chairmayn, lies before you, it is
said, with sorne fifleon thoussnd sigpnatures. Some
of these petitions you will find endorsed by the gen-
tlemen who hend and send them to you, with a state-
ment to this effect: * I could have got almost every,
or every legal woter in the town, if I had had the
time or the lefsure to have cireulated this petition
more widely'; and, in o few of the towns, we nre
aseured thst every legel voler, or three-quaricrs, or
two-thirds of them, have signed this petition.

1 understand, {rom the remarks of Mr. Higginsun,
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[Tiev. Thomas W., of Woreester, who preceded M,
I'hilbips, ] that some alijcction hos been mule 1o what is
called organlzed effost i this anatter, 1 ain not pware
of suv orcmstization, but if there were, Tehould nol be
ashimed of it Why hinve net the minocity a right to
organize as well as the mujority 3 1 know no renson
wihy vou, sittaeg 10 dos hall, wiclding the eharacter
and rescurces of the Meate, resresenting, as you say,
o majarity, with that siatute-ook for vour expres-
flon, have a right to organization, to presses, to fonds,
to e eystem, End that wo, @ moority, endeavoring 1o
grente a publie apivnien that =hall chionge thnt statute-
Lok, have not o vizhic to use Lhie enme inemans.

1 do mot shvink from any eharge of organization,
When aur forcfathers bogan 1o reaist thie British gove.
erument, thoy orzanizcd committees, olole, compa-
nieg, povernments, stitutions of olf Kinds, 1 have
never heard it churged as o foult upon the Whigs of
1773, thot they did pet foht single-luded ;. that
they organized 3 thae they had conamitiees ;) that thoy
corepeponded 3 that they fasmal eirealnes. We tako
noiw, reverontly, fram the trembding ol of Tistory,
the very eircular which Bmn Adpms seut out from
Doston, te array the public sentiment of the Colony
ine favor of fndependenes, and worship it,  Wha shall
say, to-tday, that mon, also scoking to merhal the
meate in Délalf of 1liberty, have po right to cir-
eulurs, to organization, toa svetemf I seout the tlea,
Wha s the mocking wrangler that deules our right
Lo organnize, to puy ngents,and senil them out into every
town and scheol district inthe Usmnmonwealth » [f we
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can do better than the majority, we have a right to do
ik It is e ebjection 1o eny movement that it is sya-
tematic and organized ; 3f it be 4o, it is 0l the better,

As 10 the doubt whether that petition represents
the public sentiment of the Btate, you know, gentle-
men, & well ks [ do, that it does vepresent i1, You
know az well ae 1 do—and you do not need our evi-
dence to assure you of the fact—thi! you connot find
one respeciable man in & hundred who is ready to
lovk his fellow-citizens in the faee, and declare, ¢ 1
mean to help the slave-hunter in eatehing his slave.”
Let some trading office-se¢ker or shemaless hound
pay g0, and the uviversal shrinking and loathing of
the commanity show In whot ap inbivite minority he
stends. You know that when, bolsteved by office,
tempted by salary, of bribed by ambition, here and
thers one man ecan be found ready 1o say, * I should
like to seo a slave-hunt, end jein in it ; the Fugitive
Slave Bill ought tn ke exevuted '—you know well that,
bred in Massachuretts, and vaunting himsell ag loud-
Iy as he mav, not one in tén can stand fire, but when
vou bring him face to face with a fugltive slave, he
elirinks from his own principles.

Nuw, all we nsk, substantially, in this petition, is
thig=—that you shall organize the public sentiment of
Massachusetts juto w statute. There will be, in this
Henate and House, not one-tenth part ready 1o hold
up thelr hands and say, ' We oureclves sre free to
execute the Fugitive Blave Bil' I do not helieve
that ope-tenth part of your joinl bodies will he found
veady to do it. Then why should you, as & Legisla-
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ture, hesitate to say, *Thot which each ont of ua
shrinks from doing, shall not be done ' £ Cheght not
the law to represent public epinion ? We have, some
of us, an awfol idex of low, as if it were some
grovite pillar, wround which the floating partizies of
human Tife sggrevnte themaelves o fron Blings round
the magnet; we imngine that i1 35 an eak, rooted
thatl no ane can touch it} thet weare 81l mare incidents
of it; whercns law je as fluil as nnything else.  Aw
Emerson =avs, Low is a mere memornudum, statng
that yesterdoy o e¢rtain body of men thonglitsog and,
in offect, thae voice of that statute-book simply i3,
vLiving men ! what de sou think of me to-day
Your futhers thought thus yvesterday ;3 what do you
think to-day £° Voo nsk vou o answer that guestio,
The peosde of this Commanwenlth are Csgusted with,
ponscicnliously apposed En, and hete, the hunting of
the fugitive on our soil ; and we sk you o puf on
the statute-boak that which every mnn =avs by his
gwn hearih-=teme, and would be pehamed to deny.

We enme o the Cosmonywonith of Massnehusciis,
Mr. 1lgehison nlluded 1o the roguest we moke tos
dy, ns ruhuing singulorly paradlel to the lung Hne
of her Listovy, Arevouw nwore thet this Siate, which
you represent, wos the fivst sovereign Sote, go far as I
know, either in Eovope er Americn, that onbolisheod
negrn slavery, and that when she did lf, she abol-
ished it immiediately ond unecnditionndly ¥ In 1757,
the people of Vermont mee o an iaformal convens
tion, not recopnized s o povernment, and adopted o
coustitution that abolished elavery. They were not
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recognired ns & body policie antil 1791, But in
1780,—the first date, go Ffur a8 I know, in all histo-
r¥, where a diatinet political eovereignty acted upon
the question,—bMassachusetts, by the fivst line of her
conztitution, placed there by Judge Lowell, for that
purpose, distinctly, immediately, and uneonditionally
sbolished slavery ; and T heve a mnnusceipt report of
a ¢nse by Chief Justice Cushing, acted upon immedi-
ately subspquent, in which he quotes these words as
immediately abolshing slavery within the State, 1 am
aware, of course, of the gradual extinction of white vil-
Tenaige by various forms of Btate nction. And I remema-
ber the ground taken even on negro alavery by the
Courts, first of France, and then of England, Tut
Massachusetts, I believe, was the first recognized sov-
ercignty to abolieh negeo slavery by solemn act. It
is therefore with good rosson that wo now ask you,
a Masspchnsetts Legislnture, to eccupy that snme van
to-day. I think we have a right to claim it of sech n
ENvernment.

Why do we ask it, gentlemen®  We sk it for this
reason, that within the lnat few vears, we have sent
nearly four hundred fugltives from 2lassachusetts.
We did not dare to advise them to stay, We could
not take it upon our eonsciences to stk thom to o
dergo the risk of remaining under vour lawa,  What-
ever we might have doone individoally, we could net
ask another man to risk his Liberty, Within a few
years, nearly foar hunired, probahly many more un-
known t0 us, heve quitted this Cemmonwenith, Now,
who are these fugitives? They nre men and women,
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who have shown a hetter title to liberty than we have,
for we were anly born free ; they were born na fres,
esstmtially, though vnder slove laws, and, taking life
and danger in their night bands, heve vindicoted their
title tofrecdom by enduring perils that make the bload
curdle cven to bear.  Drave men and tendery women,
feeling the breath of hounds uson thelr naked limbs,
bearing musket shot in their =201 Wleeding Mosh, riak-
ing death by wogry foods, on frogen rivers, by starva-
tion, in hoxes, on railroad cars, decp in the Liold of
heavy lnden ships—mothers bringing the lidtlo child's
body whe haz sunk te death 3o 1heir prme—daughrers
Aving from a fate worse than demtl,— these showing
forth & monhood which only the hizhest hours of his-
tory can equal,—at lnst get foot upon the soil of this
Commonwealth,  Is theve any nobler exile that the
State can weleomers Is it pot ennugh to shame &
Massachuzetts man, that such men and women, the
nohlest biood of the earth, nro not snfe under ker Inws ?
Can a man be blamed for wishing that the statute-
Pook should weleomo and proteet them, instead of
obliging them to avelld the Commonwenlih # In 1641,
our fathers, just landed, proclumed that Massachue-
gotia had open amms for all exiles, all fugitives from
tyranny mud oppressong Cte such says  Banevoft,
Lahe offered @ free welcove ewd oid of the padie cost,
The nation, by o specisl sietute, mude the fugi-
tive nnd the persceuted the geests of the Commor-
wealth.'*

* Tf nny s¥ranenEs or peoplo of other nationg, pros
feasing the true UChristian religion, shull Foy to ue frou
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That, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, is the civiliza-
tion which you represont, Itis in the spirit of that
statute, it is following tho geoat eonstitutional move-
ment of 1760, that we ask your ection on that petition
to-day. We want you to go furthier than Vermont
dovs—we wint you specifically to enact, that any per-
pon eeized, ar in ecustody in this Commonwealth, by
virtue of any process undar the so-celled Fugitive
Slave Aet, shall bo libevated by daboms corpacs, 13suing
from the Supreme Leneh of this Commonwealth, Wa
ask you, in distinet words, to seb wt nought the un-
constitutianel enactment of the United States; and L
will proceed, as brietly as possible, to tell you on what
ground we place our ruguost.

My colleagae [Mr, Higginson] has asked the ques-
tion, whether thie i3 a conetitutional requesi. He
meant constitutional in view of the Tnited States
Constitution, In the fest place, gentlomen, I ehall
gtep behind the United States Constitution. I rememe-
bor that you,-——Massachusoits,—were o sovereignty
before the Unized Statcs exizted. Massachusetts is

the TyranN=T or orerussioN of thelr persecutors, or
from famine, wars, o the like opcesgary and compul-
poty cause, they ghall be esdertiiied aond succoured
amongst vs acconding to that power and prodence
God shall give us.

Ereery person within this jorisdiction, whether én-
Aabitaat or #IRANGER, SR BXIOY THE BAME LAW AXD
qusrice, that je geneend for this jurisdietion, which we
copstitute and cxeoaie oXE TOWARDS ANOTHER, in all
4SS PIOJEr {0 QU CoQiTATCe, WITHOUT FANRTIALITY
or delay.— Maas, edutes, 1041,



