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PREFACE.

Two of the best books in the Foglish langnage, on subjects
of general interest, grew up out of notes upon obsenre
villages,  Serponye, whenee avose Winte's charming ¢ Ne-
tural History of Selborne,” lics in a comer of Mampshire:
AsenrospeN, whenee arvose Kevxerr's leaimed = Paroelial
Antiguities,” lies in Oxtordshire. The reasom why these ave
good books, is plain. - Each of the anthors, instead of deal-
ing in specnlative generalities, toak note of what was before
bim, and followed up his observations om these actual things
of veal life ns far as be was able. There is 0 vaguceness
about the consideration of general prineiples: but when
general prineiples are fonnd applied to instances in life and
action, they vemain no longer vague: they become under-
stood, as an actual part of the world's living existence, or of
@ nation's growth, stl‘etlg;-l'i; and well-being.

It is from this point of yiew that the ﬁgllmving pages have
been wyitten. Birmingham is not a little village, but o large
town, 1t has grown to be a lage town during the course of
many centuries. and through the inflocuce of that tone of
mind which springs fram the character of old English Insti-
tutions.  What is here put together, arising out of what Lias
been done in Birmingham, illustmtes equally the action of
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old English Institutions throughout all England.  Thowgh
its immediate subject is local, therefore, its interest and ap-
plication are general,  The facts here collected touching
transactions i Wyelif's time, add to the general interest of
the subject.

The same is true of the illustrations given of the growth of
English Suwmmames,  Real men and women are here grouped,
instead of speculative theories on the origin of names.

Tet it not be supposed that this work pretends to be a
History of Birmingham, even for the times it touches on.
In “ Traditiens of The Old Crown House " and in this worlk,
I have illustrated some important events in the early history
of the Town, not before examined. But a * History of Bir-
mingham” remains to be written. 1 have been requested to
undertake that task; and, if Health and Time permit, 1 shall,
in all likelihood, essay it. Renewing now my acknowledg-
wents for the assistance cordially given me by all (save one)
with whom 1 have had oceasion fo communicate while pre-
paring this work, 1 hope that, should I procecd with the
* History of Birmingham,” I may invoke the help, for that
work, which so nany vepresentatives of old familics in the
town are able to give,

The Facsimiles at the end of this work are done in phofo-
lithograply, and have been executed by Messrs. Day and
Son,
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MEN AND NAMES

ar

OLD BIRMINGHANM.

THE ancestry of a Prace is a very diffevent thing from the
ancestry, of a Persox. To parade the latter before the
world in long pedigrees and particulars, is but vanity: to
mnravel the former, or make it better nnderstood, is a work
of general usefulness. ‘The nomber of tuly great men
that have lived in the world, is not very large; but the
growth and greatness of nations are marked in, and be-
come best understood by tracing, the growth of the separate
groups of men who have lived and flonrished there from
time to time.

The quaintly-gabled houses and narrow streets that cluster
round the Cathedral of an old but now unenterprising City,
have a story of their own to tell ; and the rambling rows of
dwellings that, near the erumbling walls of what was once a
Strong-hold, formed, not long ago, the * hwgage tenures ™ of
a decaying Borough, have also their own story to tell.  Each
story will he interesting and instructive, though the one will
be very different from the other.  But there are towns that
have neither Cathedral nor Strong-held, and have never had

it



i DIRMINGITAM AN ANCIENT * MARK."

sither of these, but which vet have a story to tell that is not
less interesting and not less instructive than either of the
others.  There ave towns whose beginnings are hoary with
age; which have not been lifted, by factitious accident, into
a sudden greatness that has remained stationary, or has de-
cayed away ; but which have gone on, from solid beginnings,
steadily growing and prospering, and are now among the
best-kuown centres of intelligence, industry, and indepen-
dence, in the country ; and therefore are the best safeguards
to the State.

Snch a town is Birmingham. The history of its great an-
tiquity, and of the people who founded it, is told in its very
name.® Tt may not have sent forth any man of such indi-
vidual greatness that his name dazzles the inquirer, and is

# v Him’ is the most sacred, the most intimately felt, of all the words by which
the dwellings of men sre distinguished. Tt 35 of such autiquity ns tohave become
anomalons in some of its grommatieal relations; and it is the word peeulinrly
devoted in the hesthen mythology of the North to denote the earth inhabited
by men." [*Owfee diplometions el Staonied,’ tom, i, Preface, p. xavinn)
« This word [ham], as well aa the feeling of whick it is the symbol, was brought
across the ocean by the [North] Teutonie solonists, and it is the most pracions of
all the gifts for which we thank them.” {Taylor's ¢ Words and Flaces,' p. 13L.)
“The people who believe in Heroes, originally zods and always god-Torn, pre-
serve o remembrance of their ancient deities in the gentile names by which them-
selves are distinguished, long after the rites they once paid to their divinities
bave fallen into disuse ; and it is this record of beings onoe hallowed, and & cult
onee offered, which they have hequeathed (o us in oany of the now nnintelligible
nitmes of the Manks :"—" great family unions, comprising households of various
degrees of wealth, vanl,, and authority : some, in direct descent from the eom-
mon anpestors, or from the hero of the partionlar tribe; others, more distantly
conneeted, throngh the netaral result of inereasing population, whiely multiplies
indeed the members of the Fimily, but removes them al every step further from
the eriginal stock ; some, admitbed into communion by marriage, others by
adoption, others even by emancipation: butb all recognizing & lrvotherhood, a
kinsmanslip or srbeceqft ; all standing together as one unit in respeet of other
stmilar communities ; all governed by the same judges, and led by the same enp-
taing s all gharing n the samo religicus rites ; and all known to themzalves
and to theiv neighbours by oue general oame,” ** The following patronymical
names [ beliave to be those of angient Maerks, . . . [{:Mdmry otlers] Beor-
mingns :— Birmingham, Warw" (Kemble's * Sweons in England,’ Val, 1, pp. 66,
G1, 440, 457.)



