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PREFACE.

Tag Gulstonian Lectures, which I had the honour to
deliver this year, and of which an abridgment has
been already printed in the columns of the * British
Medical Journal,” are published by me in the pre-
sent volume in their original entirety, at the request
of several members of my profession who listened to
them with favouring attention. They have been
carefully revised, but the only real change to whieh
they lave been subjected is one of dress. They
now appear divided into chapters instead of into
lectures,

Two reasons have prompted me to make this alte-
ration. Three lectures were somewhat narrow limits
for the diseussion of the subject which 1 had chosen,
and [ was therefore compelled to press all I could
into each hour allofted to me: the halting points
hence became much less a matter of choice than of

necessity.









viii PREFACE.

At all events, in the present pages I have deemed
it wiser to avoid entering any further upon the field
of inquiry thus newly upturned, and which to my
mind does not offer much promise of future fertility.

82, Moxtacve Prace, W.C,,
Sept. 26, 1867.
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