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INTRODUCTION.

Tue Orestes was oxhibited, aa wo learn from the Bcholinet
on ¥. 871, in tha Archenship of Dieelss, OL xeil. 4, n.c. 408,
Aristophanes, in the Froge® (.o 408}, cites and ridicules

. 279. In both these playe sympathy iz ebewn with the
poace-party ageinet the forbuolemt counsels of Cleophom,
who resisted all nogotintions and all offers of peaca on tha
part of the Lacednemonians®. Euripides, by rapresenting a
compromise affecied between the rival thrones of Argos and
Bparta®, evidenily invites his conntrymen o take the more
comeilintory sonrse.

The Orestes is & very good exsmple of the later sfyla of
Buripides. The popularity of it in the post-Attin schools of
Greck learning is proved by the number of quotations from
it proserved by Btobaens and many prammarians and lexico-
graphers. It has been sevarely eriticized by some modern
soholers, K. 0. Miller, A. W. vor Schlegel, and &. Hormanm ;
but for all that, it is unguestionably a very interesting
eomposition, not only from the many scenes of pothos and
imminent danger, and the nsual tragic alternetions of hopes
and foars, but from the beaunty and clevorness of the versi-
fication and the complexity and ingennity of the plot. Taken,
i paarly all the Greek dramas woere which treat of the
Towich rpoyuarela, from the now lost epies of the Cyalus,
it hes for its gemeral theme & sobject familier to wa from
the allupions to it in the Odgssey, a8 well a8 from the
Oresten of Avachylos and the Iphigenia ot Tauris and Else-
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G INTRODELGTION,

#ra, tha jost vengeance executed on & mother! for the
murder of & father, and the consequent madoess of the
matrigide, hin trial, and namrow escape from death, The
poene i laid st Argos, or rather, in the anossiral palacs of
the Atrides at Mycenss ; snd the time is the retum, after
pavon yaars wandering, of Menelaus, at tho eritical moment
whan Orestes is abonk to be brooght bofore a solemn tri-
bungl of the citizens of Argos. Temded in his illness and
ravings by the affectionate eare of Eleetra, supporied in
his trisl sand aided in his sabssquent scheme for eseaps by
Pylades, but basely betrayed by his nearest relstives Mene-
lans and Tyndareos, the father of Qlylemnesics, he comes
out of all his troubles trinmphant over his persecutors,
and in the end is reinstated by Apollo himself in all his
nncestral rights, The Chorns, who teke rather a subor-
dinate part in the sciion, sonsiet of Argive ladios, friends
and sympathisers to Electra. Menolsus (a8 he is generally
repreacntad in the tragedies) is hese, selfish, trescherous,
uzorions, and eowardly. Tyndarens, who thinks only of
ks daoghter's murder, and not of har erimes whish led to
it, is full of & pot unoatursl delestation of the matricide,
whom he is determined to ses pomished. Helen, who has
just roturned with Menslans, shews soms eympathy for
Eloctra snd her brother, and some regard for the memory
of ber gigter Clytemnestrs, {0 whoss tomb shs senda offer-
ings by the hands of Hermione., Bhe ls however vain and
salfigh ; the amiablo and penitent Helen of Homer is not
the Helen of the Tregio poets. FPylades, who alone never
desponds, i4 a brave and chivalrous friend, who will either
gavoe Orestes from the anger of the eitizens or die with
him. ;

The acene cpens with Elestra's narrative of the family
tronbles and the present position of hersalf and her brother,
who ha horrible delusions, and fancies his mother's Furiea
are pursuing him. A dislogee with Helen ensues, in whish
st
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INTRODUCTION, 7
tha lsfier axpresses, thongh somewhst eoldly, her regret

ousged ; and the isane is, thet Menelans declines to intarfore
{887 sgq.}. Pylades next appears, announcing in breathleas
haste that the trial in sbout to be held on the ocapital
charge, on whish both Orestes and his sister are to ba

honse of Tantalnd & messengar arrives, who gives & graphic
sscount of the frinl, the apeeches made for and agrinst
him, his defonos, and the condemnation of the eulprita.

taking, & conenltation iz held with Pylades as to the best
conrss to be pursmed. He advises thaé thoy should seizs
Helen and put ber to death (1105) to epite Menelans, or at
least, try o influence him by the threat. Eleotra {1101)
farther suggesta that Harmione should be seoured as a
pledge and a hostage against Menelans' revenga. The plan
is gmocessfully carried ont. Hermione ia caught; and &
Fhrygian eunoch who has esesped from the palace gives,
in abjeot terror, & long desaription of the sapturs of Helen
{1869 seqq.). Moenelans, retwrning full of fory, finds that
Holen has mirasalonsly vanished (1557). Oresies now
threstens not only to kill Hermione but, with the aid of



