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Prefare.

THERE can hardly need a justification for the publication of thia
volume of Sermans.  Tha erowds that gathered ar the Church
of the Ascensign to moorn the sudden Joss of one so belovad,
to whom, under God, was dee the fonndation and building up
of that impostant centre of Church life, whese teaching and
laborions mitistry had been so deeply valued, and the foends
from a distance who were able to be preseot, reprasedting the
wider circle by whom his labooncs at other impertant centres had
heen lonp known and highly esteemed, was an oomistalieahle
testimony to the desirs that must have been widely falt, that his
spegial gifts of toaching might nol be wholly lost—that the
intense earnastnass which charvacterized his ministry might yet
speak, He had long been known ax an author, aod his pobli-
cations vaload far and wide, For ha had a happy powar of
ptiering deep trutha with a paculiar simplicity. Cne who con-
atantly heard him, says, ' The charm of his preaching was its
simplicity.” It was no doube that which made him, as the same
witness observes, ' such a favourite witk childran, for whom ha

had & preat love ;" and, as he adds, *he always enjoyed cata-
chising childran, which was a great point with him,*

At the same time, his reading was extensive and varied, and
the froits of study are manifest in his writings, though without
any display of learning, bue felt as an undercurrent, giving
breadth and streogth te his full, earnest, and clear ntter-
ances. He himself traly expressed the character of his teach-

ing, when be said in his preface to his work on oor Lord's
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Parables, that * the one point I have endeavonred to set before
myself, has bean the edification of those to whom I have the
responsibility of minlstering, Teo awold, as far as is possible,
all eontroveray, in order to make the teaching devout, practical,
and simple, has been my honest aim.'*

From a long personal knowledge of the Aothor, and having
followed his conres at diflerent centres whete be has bean called
to work, 1 can troly say, that among the manry engaged io the
pastoral ministry kmown to ma, there is ne one of whom I can
more truly say, that his heart was in hiz work and with his
people, and it was this which gave him such influence with all
classes in apcomplishing the great work which he-hmught )
near to complation at Lavender Hill.

There arc passages in these Sermaops which will touch many
bearts, as shewing how he seemed to Hve in the thought of
death, while ceaseleesly st work in the maoy objsets of his
unwearied care among which be lived ; and thongh called to his
acconnt with & remarkable suddenness, withoot any apparent
sign of the approaching end of hia minist'r'jr, it wae falt 25 a
token of iove *¢3irong as death” that when ministering in his
chuarch on Ltie Thursday oo which ha passed to his rest, he was
meved i ask for apecial prayer * that the blessing of Jesos
Chriat might rest on the Church and Work,'

This volume will therefore, I trust, be heartily welcomed.
The Series bas been selected as one which the Awgther had
intended for publication, though left in M3, unrevised and on-
corrected, 11 is a course of addrames delivered oo Snndays in
Lent, in 5. Panl's, Knightsbridge, in 1872, when many spoke of
being much impressed by bis words; and aflerwards, on the
same days, they were preached at the Church of the Ascension.
He would probably have re-written many passages had belived
to carrey ot his intention of publishing the valume. The Editor,
to whose reverent and loving hand it has natnrally fallen to
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prepare the book for the press, has felt it a sacred duty to
leave the Sermons as they were found, oaly allowing himself to
correct purely clerical errors.

Ii is a sincers gratification to myself to be able to add my
briaf teatimony (o the worth of one with whom I have felt
myself in constant sympathy, and the blessipg attending whosn
Iabours has always been to ma 2 canse of rejoicing,

This work will, I trust, add to the admiration in which the
Author has bean held by all whg knew him, and who have
benefitted by his many !abuurs.

T. T. CARTER.
5, Fokn's Lodge, Cletie,

Ot 16, 1885,







Tre Editor suggesta that the passages of Holy Scriptore, which
are noted in the indek, should De read At the closa of each Sermon,
In many casos the passages are thoso which the Author read
a3 First and Second Lasson fnr the evening services, when the
Sermons were delwvered.
May God prant that the meditations may be useful aod belpfyt
to these to whem the Author ministerad, and to many others,

Dcfober, 285,



