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THE INFLUENCE OF PLATO ON SAINT BASIL.

INTRODUCTION.
Tae INFLUENCE oF PraTo oN rHE CAEURCH FATHERS,

The relation of Plata to the Church Fathers is a subject that
has received considershle attention in speeial treatises as well as
in general works. A brief survey of sume of the results obtained
will be given to show how widespread this influence was.

Justin Martyr (e. 100-1685 A. D.), the earliest apologist whose
works have been preserved even in part, wns a Platonist before
he was & Christisn and Platonic quotations abound in his works,
Huber, however, points out, Die Phitosophie der Kirchenvdter,
p- 14, the difficulty of harmonizing Justin’s pro-Platonic and
anti-Platonic views. Tn dApol, m, 13 (Migne, Pat Gr., vI,
p. 465, B. 11) he states that the teachings of Plato are not
foreign to Christ, and then apain in many places we find that he
attacks the heathen philcsophers, Plato, Aristotle, ete. ; see Cohor,
ed Graecos, chap. b ff., and declares Plato’s inconsistencies in
chap 7.' But whether as an advocate or an opponent of Plato’s
doctrines he shows a thorough knowledge of his works, quoting
from the Eepublic, Timaeus, Meno and Phaedrus.

Bimilar views of the importance of Plato were likewise held
by Athenagoras, a contemporary of Justin, and & man who, like
Justin, was trained in the Greek philosophy, see Huber, op. cit.,
p. 24, and Ackermann, Das Christhiehe im Plato und in der
platonisehen Phifosophie, p. 8. ~

The theological nature of the work of Irenseus (e. 130-
202 A. p.) that has been preserved to us, Contra Hoereses, does

18¢e attack on Justin's authorship of this work by A, Puech in Mélange Henri
Weil, 1898, pp. 306-408,
1
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not offer very much opportunity for reference to Plato, but even
in Irenaeus two quotations from Plato are cited, from the Laws
and the Timaeus. These quotations are in the asme section,
Migne, vir, 3, 25, 5, and are cited by Irenseus in praise and
defence of Plato,

Tertullian (o, 160-220 4. .} quotes Plato frequently but con-
demns him. He says that Plato has become the source of all
heresies, that the philosopher serves only for his own glory and,
therefore, between him and the Christian a great difference exisis.'

Clement of Alexandria (150-215 A. p.) and his pupil Origen

' (186254 A. D.) were both grest admirers of Plato, Both quote

Plato frequently, though Clement wvery much more frequently
than Origen, and both emphesize the Christian element in his
works in their attempt to barmenize Platonism and Christianity.*

Passing over others we may mention further Hippolytus whe
flourished early in the third century, and who wrote & work
against Plato, and Armnobius, c. 200 4. n., who calls Plato the
“ gublime head and pillar of philosophy,” Adv. Gent., 1, 8, and
quotes him several times.

We come next to the fourth century and to two authors,
contemporaries of Bt. Basil, whose relation to Plato has been
discussed in special dissertations. Gregory of Nyssa, Basil's
brother, is shown to be dependent on Plato for many of his
statements on the immortality of the sonl by A. M. Akulas,
1 wepl dbavagins vAs Yuyis Sdfa mob [Mhdrwwes &v owyxploe
wpbds e Tpyyoplov rof Ndoows, Athens, 1888.

The second snthor ia Julian, the fellow-astudent of Basil, and
afterwards the Emperor Julian, Prof. Gildersleeve in his essay
on the Emperor Julian, Essays and Studies, p. 373, remarks that
“his prodigious memory seems to have held in sclution all Plato.”
And further, W. C. France in a dissertation entitled, *The
Emperor Julian's relation to the new sophistic and neo-Platon-
imm, with & study of his style,"” Chicago, 1896, makes the
statement, p. 71, that Plato is Julian’s faverite prose anthor. In

! Bee Huber, p. 108, and Ackermann, p, 11,
¥ Ackermann, pp. §and 7.



hl
The Influence of Plafo on Sainl Besi, 3

support of this she cites statistics from Behwarz, Philologus 61,
1882, p. 642, which show that in Julian there are fifty-one
quotations from Plato, a number that greatly exceeds the quota~
tions of all the other prose authors combined. To this France
also adds a list of some thirty-five sases of Platonic reminiscence.

From this brief statement of a few faets bearing on the relation
of Plato to the leaders of early Christian thought it is plain that
Ackermann’a observation is entirely correct when he remarks on
p. 8 that it seems very diffioult for the Christian ¥athers of the
first centuries to escape the influense of Plato.

Now the purpose of the present siudy is to show how far the
influence of Plato is manifested in the works of Basil, but before
proceeding to the subject proper it is desirable to take a rapid
review of Basil's early life and education in order to show the
tendency of his preliminary training.

Ovriaise oF Lire or S8r. Basn.!

The period of Basil’s life that was devoted mainly to education
comes before the time of his decision to consecrate himself to the
work of the Church and falls patucally into four divisions ; 1, his
term of study under his father; 2, his term at Caesares ; 3, at
Constantinople, and 4, at Athens.

Basil the elder was a famons teacher of Pontus. The biogra-
phers devote much space to eulogy of the two families that were
united in this Basil and St. Emmelia, and describe this couple as
endowed with the highest attainments and most excellent virtues.
If we may judge from the history of their children this record
must be troe, for the oldest danghter Maorina has been canonized
a saint and three sons were bishops in their “life-time and were
afterwarde made saints. If it in o pgreat thing fo receive glory

1The chief suthorities consulted for the life of Bt. Bawl are: Bihringer, Dis
drei Kappadosier, p. 18 ; Gregorius Nasianzenos, Grotio in lauden Baslii Magni,
Migne, v. 36, 404, A 1. ; Maranus, Fils Sanelf Bosili, Preface of Migne, v. 29,
p ¥



