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The test hera adopted iy founded wpon that of
Waruke and Proescholdi's edition ; but the spefling
has been modernised, and in some cases 1
have deperted from thelr readings












PREFACE

Editions of the Play. The first edition now known of Tk
Merry Devil of Edmonten was published in 1608 ; and as the
play was cnly entered at Statiomers' Hall in October of the
previous year, we may reasonably Infer that it had not before
been printed.  Other editions followed In 1612, 1617, 1626,
1631, and 1655, Tt was incleded in Dodsley's OF Plays, and
has been reprinted in the subsequent editions of that col-
lection. Tt also appeared in Miller's Awcint Britieh Drama
{1810). t by fur the mest scholarly and complete of modem
editions Ys that of Warnke and Froeschaldt (Halle, 1884), to
whom I am lazgely indebted. Their edition Is exhaustive as to
the varintions of the text and almost equally good en the biblis-
graphical side of the introduction. The notes are less full.

Date of Compositdon. The fist known reference to the
play is contained in the Flacke Hook by T. M., 1604. This
T. M., who is sappoted te have been Thomas Middleton,
quotes the title, and alludes to the comedy as an amusing one *
"Gire him leave to see T8 Merry Dewil of Edmonion, o
A Foman K¥rd with Ximdmess.! There is no specific internal
evidence, for the storming of St Ouentin’s, alluded to in 5, ik
24, is too early to be the basis of an argument. Tieck wssigned
It to the year 1600 because he believed it to be by Shakespeare,
and thought that among Shakespears's plays the one which had
most in common with it was TR Merry Hiver of Hindror.
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PREFACE The Merry Devil of Edmonton

The conjecture falls with the reason wpen which it i founded,
and few would now maintsin the Shekespesrian anthorship of
The Merry Devil of Edmordton,  All that it seems possible to
say is that it must have been written, at latest, soon after the
year 1600, and that from style and tone and strocture it may
with greater probability be referred to an unlmown date before,
but ot very long before, that year.

Authorahip. The Merry Dewil of Edinonion is an anonym-
ous play; and thers I3 no evidence of weight sufficient Lo
ezable us to decide between the varions nssertions and sug-
gestions which have been made as to the anthorship. Kirkman,
the bookseller, aseribed it to no Jess a person than William
Shakespeare, bot Kirkman's sole authority was a volumg, origin-
ally in the Lbrary of King Charles 1., and afterwarlls in the
Garrick Collection, containing Mucedorss, The Merry Demil of
Edmonton, and Feir Em, and lottered with the name of Shake-
speare, Mucedoros and Fair Hmhave nevertheless been refosed
by the criticsr place among the works of Shakespeare, and strong
internal evidence would be needed to obtain another verdict in
the cose of The Merry Dvoil of Edwonion. Soch evidence
cannot be foand. There aze indeed traces of the influence of
Shakespeare ; but pleasant as e Moy Dand of Edmonton is,
it does pot seetn probable that Smug and the Host and Sir
John are the werk of the band that fushioned Falstaff and his
group. There are comic pessibilities in these characters that
Shakespeare would almost esrtainly have made more of j and, as
Charles Xnight has suggested, it is wot protable that he would
have gone so near to duplicating his own characters a8 he would
have done on the supposition that he created both the ITost
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