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NOTICE.

Tur Publishers, on issuing the second volume of Rev.
Mr. Banvard’s Series of American Histories, are happy
to state that the commendatory notices of the press, and
the rapid sale of the first voluroe, give flatiering encour-
agement for the series, Other volumes are in course of
proparation.

This series will embrace the most interesting and nnpor-
tant events which have occurred in the United States since
the first settlement of the country ; illustrating the trials
and adventures of the carly colonists both at the North and
the South, their intercourze and conflicts with the natives,
their peculiaritics of character and manners, the gradual
development of their institutions, sketches of their promi-
nent men in both the Church and the State, incidents in the
Revolution, with various other subjects of interest of wore
recent date,  They will be adapted to the popular mind, and
especially to the youth of our eountry, and will contain
numerous fine engravings. There will be twelve or more
16mo. volumes, consisting of about three hundred pages
each, each volume to be complete in itsell; and yet, when
all are publizhed, they will, together, form a regular SEmes
or Americay Iisronies. '

The next volume will contain a particular account of the
incidents which occurred in the first settlement of Pirginia
-—the colonies of Sir Walter Raleigh ; the history of Cap-
tain John Smith; and the romantic adventures of Poca-
hontas.






PREFACE.

Arter the discovery of Ameriea, a number
of vears elapsed before any permanent settle-
ments were formed, especially on the norihern
portion of the continent. During this interval,
and also after colonies began 1o be planted,
courageous and enterprising men made various
explorations along 1ts almost Interminable
coasts, and intfo its vast, unknown interior. In
these excursions they had numerous interviews
with the natives, to whom they were as strange,
in their appearance, language, and manners,
as ihe wild natives were to them.  Sometimes
this intercourse was friendly, at other fimes bel-
ligerent. Ii resnlied in many adventures, both
romantic and tragie, and also in many geo-
graphical discoveries.

To give an account of the more important of
these adventures and discoveries is the object
of the present volume. Chronological order
has been observed, so far as it would not inter-
fere with the continuous narrative respecting
particular individuals.



