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WE now come to speak of some
transactions in which his royal high-
ness was engaged at this period, and
by which he incurred a very consider-
able, but, in our sincere opinion,
wholly unmerited, share of obloquy.
We allude to the Prince of Wales’s
connection with the turf. Athletic
sports seem ever to have been favou-
rites with the English vation, and it
was no doubt sound policy to encourage
them, inasmuch as the safety and inde-
pendence of a nation must, in a great
degree, depend upon the martial spirit
and habits of its natives. Owur ances-
tors, in their rude and boisterous
sports, seem to have had two objects
in view—to season the youth of Eng-
land to firmness of mind and agility of
body, or, in other words, to make them
gkilful in the science of offence or de-
fence, and intrepid in the encountering
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of danger. And it must be confessed,
that our national character, from the
earliest records of our history, appears
to have been admirably calculated to
receive impressions of the kind bere
described. The character of a native
Englishman, undebased by any adven-
titious circumstances, is perhaps the
noblest that the present race of men, in
any quarter of the globe, can produce.
In the hour of danger he is bold, in the
moment of victory he is gencrous and
humane. No nation that ever made
war so frequently as the English na-
tion could ever boast of such a serics
of victories, utsullied by any imputa-
tions of cruelty, as those that have at«
tended the arms of England in every
quarter of the globe. There are un-
doubiedly unworthy exceptions; hut
the courage of HEuglishmen, in genc-
ral, is unalloyed with any mixture of
ferocity, and in many inslances we
B2
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bave been at a loss whether most to
admire, the invincible resolution or
the matchless generosity of our heroes,
The sports of England, for the most
part, have a tendency to confirm this
tewper. They are boisterous, it is
true, but at the same time admirably
calculated to produce a manly and
courageous spirit, without permitting
the martial emotions to which they
give rise to degenerate ioto cruelty or
ferocity. This is exemplified in the
contentions of the vulgar, and in our
prize-fights, Nothing is allowed to
superior strength : the fallen antago-
nist, in such contests, is protected by
& national law of honour (a law pecu-
liar to English combatants) from the
attack of his opponent, who, should he
ungenerously strike his prostrate and
helpless foe, would be sure to call down
upon himself the indignation and the
vengeance of all who beheld him. It
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is from this cause that in our prize-
fights superior personal strength is so
often obliged to vield the palin of vic-
tory; and itis from this cause that the
feuds of the populace are rarely at-
tended with fatal consequences
It is & mistuken humanity which
would lead us to wish to see abolished
the sports of the comwon people.
What should we establish io their stead
for the recreation of the hardy pea-
santry of England? The danciug or
the duelling of France; the music-
houses of Holland, where Hquor and
prostitution go haud io band, and the
orgies of the night terminate with
a skirmish of knives ? or shall we re-
‘ commend the Russian mode of calling
foul names, boxing ears with the flat
| band, and pulling of beards, or the
| still more detestable American Fashion,
derived certainly not from their Bing-
| lish awcestors, but prubably bortowed
| B3
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