"GREAT WRITERS":
LIFE OF
ERNEST RENAN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649633500

"Great Writers™ Life of Ernest Renan by Francis Espinasse & Eric Robertson & Frank T.
Marzials

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



FRANCIS ESPINASSE & ERIC ROBERTSON & FRANK T. MARZIALS

"GREAT WRITERS":
LIFE OF
ERNEST RENAN

ﬁTrieste






“Breat Ulriters.”

REOITRD BY

ERIC ROBERTSON AND FRANK T. MARZIALS.

LIFE OF RENAN.






. . .

LIFE
ERNEST RENAN

FRANCIS ESPINASSE

LONDON
WALTER SCOTT, LIMITED
PATERNQSTER SQUARE
1895
(Al righis reserved)






CONTENTS.

—_——

CHAFTER I,
ragn
Renan bomn at Tréguier, 28th February 1333; bis parentage;
death of hiz father, and family dificalties; becoores & ward
of 5t, Vves, the patron-saint of the widow and the orphan ;
firgt wchool-dayw; the See of Trigmier; stories of the
Breton mints; old Seminary of St, Nicols du Chardonnet =
in Paris, and changes effected therein by the AbbE
Dupanloup; Renen, as a poombing pupi, mr::u.iud for
the Seminary {1538) - . N . - - Ar

CHAFTER 1L

Deseription of Renan as & lad by his early dxiend the Abbé
Cognat; early day at (he Seminnry{ infloence of M,
Dupanloop; transferred to branch of the Seminary of s
Salpice at Tmry; Renmn alarmy his professors by his argn-
“metits; goss to S ice in Paris; begins Lo waver from
the Fuith ; takes fint steps jesthood; writes to his
friend Cognat to expluin his conduct; learas Hebrew and
stodies German exegesis opder the inBuence of Le Hir;
extract from the Sewpewirs zelating to inflococes of his
new stndies ; his gister’s help and infomee ; confides hiy
doubts to his friend Cogpat; leaves 5t. Sulpice (1Bg5),
and finally wbandons all Intention of eatering the priest:
hood 3 bis character and sttitode; compariscn with those
urmﬁm Infloence of his clerical edml.inn: respect for
(he Roman Catholic priesihood . - . .+ 23



-] CONTENTS.
CHAPTER IIE

Renan begins life es tater in the Quartier Latin (1845) ; friend

ship with Marcellin Berthelot; sludies amiducasly, espe-

clally languages, end wins Voloey prize; mouch hqmm‘l
by events of 1848; conlrilutes camays te periodicalsy
La Libertd da Penser; fiest contribution, “ The Origin of
Langasges™; description of L'Adoenér oo fa Scfimes ; bis
exiticiam of Struoss in artiele on ** The Critical Historians
of Jesua"; otber contribations ; wcts as lemporary profemor
at the Lycés of Vemmilles; sppointment oo commission
of Jiterary inguiry in Tialy and Eogland, and visity those
two coaptries (1850); oblains post in the Department of
Oriecial M55 do the Bibliothbque Natiomale (1851);
D phitorspdid peripodeticd apmd Syror commynmizive K.
tovica wnud Averveds of PP Averroisme ; hiv sister keeps house
for him ; Airnt acquaintance with Lévy the p'ublu'her and

eogrgement with hlm . ” x &

CHATTER 1V.

Feoan thrives space ; is now in position to many; his wilz s
niece of Ary Scheffer, the painter; his gister continoes to
fve wilth him; poblishes {in 1855] * Genersl History and
Comparntive Smmoftheﬁmnichngngn Ihmu.
ete., Lhereln prop ; Reqan b of the
Aﬂd:mynflmipﬂmmdmum.m;ﬂhdhl
literature ; ** Studies of Religioos History " and ¢ Ethical
und Critical Emays"; quetation rom esmy om Calvin;
¢mays o0 *““The Poetry of the Exhibition™ sod * The
Poetry of the Celtie Races™; quotalion from the former ;
Fenan teanslates the Book of Job and the Soag of
Salomon ; hl!thﬁm‘yﬂftbul.ulbuﬁhlpnfﬂﬂhrmtt‘ quota-
tiona from hoth 5 « - -

CHAPTER V.

Renan commissioned to explore nnclent Fhoenicin (May 1860) ;
his iotinescy with Prines Napoleon and Madame Corou,
and partial adhetion to the Ewmpire; journey 1o Syrin;
AMitrion de Phinfede; can now realise his wish (o visit the
Holy Land; begins his Life of Jesus ; his sister’s sffec-
tiomate sympuidy; she is attacked by fever and dies;
dedication to her of the #ie de fdar . . ' "



CONTENTS. 7

CHAFTER YL \ox
E g
The Collige de France; Renan appointed (1857) to the chalr
of Hebrew and cognate Semitic languages; his first lecture
on the part played by the Semilic rations im the history of
civilisation; delight of Lhe students, but disapproval of the
clergy) Renan's cocrse sopended; he sarns his mlary by
giving private lectures; Life of [esus publinked in 1863 ; the
mimcalons discarded and story raconstrncted by the help
of imeagination and Jeamning; genoral charmcter and scope
of the book} quotation from the cloging pamage: imme.
diate and immense sacoess of the work; moger of the
French Roman Catholic Chorch; displeasure of the
Empevor; Renan deprived of his profesorship; offered
s post in the Bibfiothigue Impérinle, and declines it;
gritichems on the Life of Jesos by Sainte-Beuve and
Edmond Scharer; references to it by Prosper Mérimde
and George Sand; Rm’lldadthenmmpmin
“The Natoral Sciences mod the Historical Sciences ™

his interest in the Higher Education in Fraoce - g2

CHAFTER VIL

Reman goes again to the Eaat at the end of 1384 the second 2nd
third volumes of the Oripmer de Chrirtfamizme, entiiled
rexpectively * The Apostles™ and ' 5t. Panl"; his refer-
ence in the prefuce Lo criticisms on the Fir de fraer » effect
of citiciem upoa these volumes ; bis views upon the sothor-
ship of malerizls for history of the apostalic age : descripion
of early Chureh; praises the spirit (hat presded over its
organisation ; the sonveralon of St. Paul; St. Paal’s misdon
in the Chucch; wendict ot hin character . . . . 123

CHAFTER ¥I1I.

#* Questions of the Time " ; Renan's opinion of the political state
of France; becomes a candidate for the constiluency of
Seine-et-Mirne (1869); his anti-cevolution policy; fails to
seture election ; result of general election | Reoan's article,
* Comalitutional Monarchy in France™; is travelling with
Prince Napoleon when the wur of 1870 breaks out ;) fall of
Sedan; Rensn's comparison of France and Germany, s



