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PREFACE
TO THE SECOND EDITION

Durive the time that has elapsed sinee the publication of the
first cdition of this work, 1 have at intervals kept myself in
contact with the subject; but it was not until lately that I saw
clearly how the book might reecive the completion which from
the first had appeared desirable. The task that obviously re-
mained was to give a more eirenmstantial aceaunt of the
Athenian period of Neo-Platonism. T onee thought of doing
this in a sceond volume; but it became evident in the end
that, for the aim T had in view, what was necessary and
snfficient was a more adequate exposition of Proelus, I had
never proposed to deal with all minntiae on a nniform seale,
My purpose was, while not neglecting to give some account
of the lesser as well as the greater thinkers, to set forth sub-
stantially the doctrine of the school so as to bring out its
real originality and its historical importance, Now, for this
purpose, even Porphyry and Tamblichus, while they must
always retam an honourable place in the history of philo-
sophy, are of minor significance, The ease is otherwise with
Prochus, whose name has by peneral consent taken rank next
to that of Plotinus as representing the last powertul expression
of Hellenie thought before it ceased to have any effective
originality.

Sinee the book was written, the publication of imnroved
texts has put it in my power to do more justice to the thought
of Proclus than would have been possible at first, I hope that,
with the aid of these, T have heen able to set hefore the reader
an account of his principal ecommentaries bringing out their
distinetive features and the new developments by which its
finished form was given to the great system of philosophy
imitiated by Plotinus two centuries earlier.



vi PEEFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

In the text and notes of the book as it appeared in 1001,
I have made only slight alterations. The Appendix on the
ontlying subject of Gnosticism, however, T found must be re-
written in view of recent research, The nature of the modifi-
cation needed, 1 have indieated in the Appendix itself in ity

new form.
T. wW.

February, 1918,
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INTRODUCTION

Tuar the history of ancient culture effectively ends with the
second century of the Christian era is an impression not in-
frequently derived from historics of literature and even of
philosaphy. The period that still remains of antiquity is ob-
viously on its practical side a period of dissolution, in which
every effort is required to maintain the fabric of the Roman
State against its external enemies, And, spiritually, a new
religious enrrent is evidently beginning to gain the mastery;
so that, with the knowledge we have of what followed, we can
already see in the third eentury the break-up of the older form
of inner as well as of outer life, In the second century too ap-
peared the last writers who are usually thought of as elassical.
The end of the Stoical philosophy as a living system coincides
with the death of Mareus Aurelius, And with Stoicism, it is
often thought, philosophy ecased to have an independent life.
It definitely entered the service of polytheism. In its struggle
with Christianity it appropriated Oricntal superstitions. It
lost its scientific character in devaotion to the practice of magie.
-1t became a mystical theology instead of a pursuit of reasoned
truth. The structure of ancient eulture, like the fabrie of the
Empire, was in process of decay at once in form and content.
In its permeation by foreign elements, it already manifests a
transition to the new type that was to supersede it
An argument for this view might be found in a certain
*“modernness ™ which has often been noted in the later elassical
literature. Since the ancient type was dissolved in the end
to make way for the modern, we might attribute the early
appearance of modem characteristies to the new growth ac-
companying incipient dissolution, The general falling-off in
literary guality during the late peried we should aserthe to
decay ; the wider and more conseiously eritical ontlook on life,
which we call modern, to the movement of the world into its



