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PREFACE,

In the following pages, whora it has heen necessary to
touch at all upon historical topies, I have endeavoured
to confine myself to what is generally admitted, rather
than to follow the lead of any comtroversial writer. In
Reeves' History of Englieh Law, and in the constitutional
histories of Mr, Hallam and BMr. 8tobbe will be found,
related or referred to, ample matter it is believed to
support general statements of an historical character con-
tained in this work.

As regards Ecclesinstical Law, Parish Law, and the
more purely legal: aspects of the subject included under
¢ Btate and Church,' T have had to examine the works of
many legal writers, To Hir R. Phillimore’s recent work
on FEccleslastical Law are referved those readers who
wish to study in detail this branch of the mbject.

As rogarda Beottish history ¥ have in the main relied
upon Burton's  History of eofland.’ -

The existing position and eircumstances of the Eata-
blished Churches of Grest Britain, favourite sabjects with
controversial writers, it is not easy to find impartially
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dealt with outside the contents of Blue-books and Parlin-
mentary returng, It i8 not the object of this work to
accumulate full and precisely accurate statistics, and T
have merely made usa of such information as I think ean
be relind on to present a general picture of the two great
religicus inatitutions of the country sanctioned and sup-
ported by the State,

I must express my thanks to Mr. C. F. Jemmett,
B.OL, of Lioccln's Inn and the Inner Temple, for his
great kindness in rendering me valuable asafstance in
revising the more legal portions of this worl.

A.i DI EI
May 1883,
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STATE AND CHURCH.

CHAPTER 1.

RISE AKD PROGRESH OF THE NATIONAL CHURCH,

Tee relationship that exista between Htate and Church
in the United Kingdom at the presont day is 8o peculiar,
and differs so much from what we find exisfing in early
times, that it will be necedsary, in order to explain it,
to take a short retrcepect into the religious history of
this country, In early times, the mere conesption that
various religions and Churches could grow up side by
gide and flourish within the ssme State would have
seemed an impossible one, Throughout Western Christen-
doni, up to the date of the Reformation, theva waa but
one religion and one Church, and for many years after
the reformed faith had prevailed over a large portion of
Europe, the form of religion decided npon and ‘ established *
in each State became the Btate religion, all others being
either actnally persecuted or subjected to civil disabilities
of a greater or less degres. "When the universality of the
prevailing form of Christianity waa for ever destroyed by
the Reformation, it was found, doubtless, to the sur-
prise of many reformers, that the assertion of the right of
B
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private judgment against the claims of anthority was as
antagonistic 4o the pretemainne of the newer hierarchies
as it had shown iteelf to Papal decrees or Episcopal
councils. The trosition from the conception of one
religion throwghout Christendom to that of one religion
for each HBtate was a considerable one; but the later
transition, which hss Ysen less noticed becavze more
quietly. sccomplished, from o state of things where a
*national ' religion was alone profesed and tolerated by
each natiom, to & condition of society whers all religions
are treated by the Btate 2a exactly on the pame footing,
where, in short, esch man's religion is trested by the
Btate g & matter solely within his own cognisance, and
with which it will not meddls, i= as wide & transition
ea the former, and the consequences which ita com-
plete mecomplishment will bring sbout it is for the
fature folly to reveal. As the principles of toleration
made but slow progres after the triomph of Protes-
tantism, so the later prineciple of complete religious
equality between all religions and all sects follows but
slowly upon the removal of civil disabilities. In some
countries this prineiple has already trinmphed ; and it
cannot be doubted that in all countries it is gaining
ground, Tn the United EKingdom at the present day
we find in England one form of Protestantism ‘estab-
lished ' and closely connected with the Htate; in Soot-
land another form of FProtestantism also ‘established,
though much less elogely connected with the State ; and
in Treland a syatem of complete religious equality where
each religious body or sect, unfavoured and unprotected
by the Htats, mansges ite own affaive In the way it




