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PREFACE

TO THE FIRST AMERICAN EDITIOXN.

Tue laws of courtesy demand of the publigher, in presenting
this volume to the Americen ronder, a briet reference, not only to
the learned nuthor, but alse to the confents of the work, The
standing of Dr. Cox, both 10 the lilerary and religious warld, will
undoubtedly secure Tor this ool o faverabie introduction; and it
ean hanily be expected that any one who commenees it, and is
desirous of scquiring prectical visws of the insptred word, will be
dissatisfiod with the vemarkably epposile deductions, and clegant
illustrationsz, which are liere embodiod.

It hias been truly soid, though there is keonness i the romark,
that most of those who undertalic (e write upan the prophecies,
tnke upon themsclves tho prophetical oflics; in making up by -
suppositions, what is wanting in fuecfs, for the perfoction of their
theerizs. o LLis charge the present aotlior is not obnexisrus—
Leaving tha deep, unfuthomed mine of fturity to be explored and
davelaped by Him, who knoweth the end fron the beginning, and
whao is wonderful in counsel, as well ns michiy in pawer; he has
generaliy taken the more humble, safe, 2ud nseful offies of por-
traying the eharadter of & man who coutd La nions ntan idolatrous
court, and a politician too, (if’ high ofiice cnotitles to thet distine-
tion, )} withoot the srcrifice of principle. A counirpman of Dir.
Cox's has writlen on “Docision of Characte™; but did he not
overleok these mare than leroie instaaess, recorded in the Book
of Daniel ! The mere hero ig o man of d67s world, bat the pious
hero isa being of twoe werlds —and sach were Daniel and his
threa hrethren, when threatencd with the terrors of the fiery fur.
unee and the lien's den.
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Commendation after the work lhins Leen read will be unneccs.
gary, and if offered previoonzly might be decmad grotuitous; never-
thelese, it is certninly proper te eay, that in severa] English publi.
cations this velume Las Leen epoken of in teras of high approba-
tion, whila it is alsn doe to the authar, ns well as to the public, to
notice a letter from rofl Lice, of the University of Cambildge,
{Eng.) tn which hie expresses the opinien, that the plan and exenu.-
tion of these Lectores is amang the happiest speelmens of billieal
instruction within his knowledgo.

To this sontiment the writer mest fully responds, and wonid
only add, that these Lectures are equally adepted to instruct and
edify ihie unlearned ns well as the lsarned ; the Sebbath school
teacher, er the member of o Bible class.

The recent visit of P, Cox to this country, hus justly endeared
hig memory to o lorpe eirele of ehiistions and philanthropists, and
it eannot be donbted that theusands, wio have seen hiz face,
will delight Lo pernse a work which the author has conducted
thraugle several edilions In his native ceundry.

C.C P C

New-Yorg, February, 1836,
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL,

o e

DANIEL I

It is characteristic of Scripture biography
to record the censurable actions of good men,
as well as their virtues and graces ; the entire
omission of the former, therefore, in the ac-
count of Daniel, leads to the conclusion, that
he was a person of pre-eminent excellence.
It is not merely, however, from evidence of
this negative character, but from the exhibi-
tion of extraordinary qualities of the highest
order, that he has been usually regarded as
one of the most perlect of human beings,

Daniel was a descendant of the kings of
Judah. He flourished during the reigns of
several Babylonigh and Median monarchs, till
the period of the conquest of Babylon by Cy-
rus. The book which bears his superscrip-
tion, and of whichhe wasthe probable author,
contains a mixture of history and prophecy.
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Josephus states that this volume was shown
to Alexander the Great when he was at Jeru-
salem. The interest it awakened in the con-
queror’s mind, might have been such as to in-
duce his favorable treatment of the Jews, after
having shown some exasperation against
them, in consequence of their refusing, as it
was said, to supply his army with corn, dur-
ing the siege of Tyre.

Verse 1.—In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king
of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unte
Jerusalom, and besieged it

9.—And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his
hand, with part ol the vessels of the house of Gaod, which
he carrvied into the land of Shnar, to the house of his
god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure liouse
of his g,

The date of thiz overthrow of Jerusalem,
which commenced in the third, and terminated
in the fourth year of the captivity of Jehoia-
kim, may be fixed with sufficient certainty, A.
M., 3398, or about 600 years before the
Christian era.

What a melancholy picture does the history
of our race exhibit; a picture not only of
sufferings, but of mutual wrongs! Sin has
embroiled mankind in endless hostilities, and
filled the whole earth with viclence, Families
discordant, cities Dbesieged, and nations at
war,—are the events that replenish those
volumes with tragical narrations, which ought
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to have presented to us the annals of beneva-
lence, friendship, and improvement.

The success of Nebuchadnezzar is express-
ly attributed io the providence of God. It
arose from his ¢ determinate counsel and fore-
knowledge.” In numberless instances wherein
we can discern nothing but the operation of
human passiong, there ig in reality an all-con-
trolling superintendence and agency : some
pl‘OfGUlld design which the {mcswht of man in
vain attempts to pursue through i its mysterious
ramifications, or even to perceive in its incip-
lent form, is to be accomplished, which it may
be, other times shall develope, and other gen-
erations witness ; or results are in prepara-
tion, which, lying concealed for ages from our
view, shall only emerge from the darkness of
time, amidst the hn.rrht and wonderful revela-
tions of eternity, The narratives of Scripture
differ from those of common history in this,
among other respects, that the revolutions of
empires, and the contentions of states, are
noticed only so far as they concern the king-
dom of heaven, or aftect the interests of the
people of God. Hence the minutest circum-
stances, and the smallest movements acquire
importance and rise into grandeur; but, dis-
sociated from this connexion, the greatest and
the most splendid sink into insignificance.

Should any one be tempted to inquire whe-
ther God had not forgotten his covenant with



