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Iy these Discourses there are no pretensions
to style or orviginality ; and thevefore thev are
not adapted to the litermy or fashionable,
but chiefly to humble-minded Christians in
plain congregations.  To such they are affec-
tionately commended, with the prayver that the
blessing of God may attend them.
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SERMON TI.

THE I'RESEXT AND FUTURE CONSEQUENOES OF 51N,

The wages of 5in is denth.—Romans vi. 25,

How different this verdict from these who live and die in sin,
They judge, in most instances, that it iz a very harmless and
mnoeent thing, Nay, they come to take pleasure in it asa very
joyons thing, and even to glory in it, as if it were 8 very honour-
able thing. They do so against the most palpabie evidence
and conclusive testimony to the contiary, For death, that is
the most appalling and judicial event that ean befall us, is the
most conclusive testimony to its evil and demorit, As the
text says, ** the wages of sin is death.” Death temporal, apiri-
tual and eternal.

We will first speak of death spiritual,

Death spiritual. Ah, how dreadful is this if it could only be
properly apprehended | The death of the soul,—not that its
constitutional faculties are destroyed, but that they have
hocome 20 stupefied and weakened as to begome totally insen-
sate to spiritual things.  This arises from the departure of
God's Spirit from the soul, and its possession consequently by
him who hath enslaved it to himself. And how lifeless and dark
must that soul beeome when He departs from it ! This was
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10 THE PRESENT AND FULURE

very evident in the case of our firat parents when they sinned
against Him. They shink away from His presence when He
came unto them, and endeavoared to exense themselves on
grounds the most unworthy and untenable. Besides, fear and
the selfish passions come then to be genernted, which always
turn against God, and bring such 4 cload over the mind that
they can neither see him aright, nor feel aright oven when he
appears in mercy before them. Henge we read that the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Bpirit of God,
neither can he Ymow them, because they are spiritually
discerned ; also that the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of those who balieve not,  This, brethren, is the serip-
tural secount of the inteoduction of sin futo the world, which
wise men and philozophers in every age have endeavoured to
gecount for, hao will always be unable on mere philosophical
principles.  But view it a8 a jodicial ach on the part of God,
and an enslaving act on the part of the devil, and all mystery
vauishes and becomes plain.

The sinner, therefore, now left to himaelf, becanze left by
God, and to the master whom he chose bo serve, goes on a3 a
slare frotn gin to sin till he beeomes daad in sin, till hy habit
it beeomes in him a zecond nature to sin.  And now, dead in
sin, what a race does he ran in the earenr of 3in, and what a '
faarful amount of wages does he earn in that caveer ! For
every sin that he commits he draws a check, so to speak, on
the bank of spiritual death, which checks are seldom disho-
noured there, but repaid with inereaged drawing and ruin.
Let us writs for a little, if you please, some of the checks
drawn,some of the instalments paid, that we may have some idea
af their fearful amount, and be prevented, if possible, from




