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(i)

PREFACE.

HE Writer of the following .
Letter, it may ealily be ob-
ferved, is not fo ftudions to obtain
a Charaller for Elegance of Come
pofition, as for the Honefly of his
Heart and Intentions. ~He folemn-
ly. declares that the main Motive
by which he is induced to publifh it
15 a Zeal for the Honour of an Uni-
verfity, which, notwithftanding the
repeated -



(i

)

repeated Stabs fhe has lately re-
cewed from fome of her own Sons
even now in her Bofom, is ftill in a
fairer Way than fhe is generally
thought to be.  All Parcy-Spirit he
utterly difavows and abhors; and
if he has exprefled himfelf rather
warmly in one or two Paflages, he
defires it may be attributed to the
above Motive; whichit is hup;ed will
not yet be thought to have carried
him bcynhd the Bounds of Decens-
cy, much lefs beyond "thofe of
Truth. It may perhaps with fmn:
Juftice bc nbje&cd to him,

Now tal: Auxilio, mnec Defmfaﬂbu:
iftis ,

Tem pus eget; .
That



iy
That the prefent Circumftances of |
the Univerfity are fuch as {eem to
demand a publick Vindication of
its Chara@er from fome authori-
tative Pen. But this, it is pre~
fumed, has been delay'd for pru-
dential Reafons: And therefore,
with a -View to gratify, in {ome
Meafure, the general Impatience of
feeing fomething from thefe Parts,
the following Letter 1s publifhed.
To a candid Reader, the Hurry in
which it was drawn up, will be a
{ufhicient Apology for the Inaccu-
racies he will meet with in it. Af-
ter the Writer had waited fo long
in Expellation of {eeing the Caule
undertaken by a more able Advo-
cate, the Time would admit of no

formal |



(iv)

formal and methodical Defence. If
what he has here written fhall an-

fwer the Purpofe of {topping for a

while the Voice of the Slanderer and

Blaiphemer, the Enemy and Aven-

ger, he will think himf{elf richly re--
warded for the fmall Pains he has

taken.




LETTER, e

Oxferd, Dec. 28, 1754+
- Dear Sir, _
Am very ready to gratify your Curi-
ofity to know every Fhing of Confe-
quence that paffes in this Univerfity :
Becaufe I am fenfible that it is in you
both a natoral and a commendable Curi-
ofity, and that you will not, as fome-
others have done, make an il Ufe of any
Thing that fhall be communicated to you
from thefe Parts. You have often told
me that you entertain 2 Kind of facred
Reverence for the Place to which yu:u. owe
your Education; and indeed you have
great Reafon to do fo: For that Education
has made you an Ornament to your Pro-
g feflion,



(2)

feflion, and procured you a comfortable
Subfiftence ' for the Remainder of your
Life. I could wifth every one cherithed
- the fame grateful Sentiments of the in-
valuable Bleflings they derive from hence.
But the Account you fent me in your lait,
was not fo furprizing to me as you feenrd
to imagine it would be. The Gentle-
men in your Neighbourhood, whofe Names
‘you mention, are not the only Inftances of
the Kind I have heard of, ‘'or met with;
there are others who go a Step beyond
them, who make a Merit of employing
that very Eloquence which they owe to
Oxford in fet Harangues and bitter Invec-
‘tives againft it. Like the fabulous Giants
of old, rebellioufly exerting their Jodily
Strength againft Heaven from whence they
derived it *. ‘Thefe frequently defcend

S even

* Sed quid Typhocus, & validas Mimas

Comtra fonantem PALL ADIS #gida
Pyffunt raentes 7

" The former of thefi: Heroes is aptly reprefented by
Mr. K—»—+t who, having originally iprung
from a D--ngh--1l, may not improperly be called
Terre Filivs. His Brother Mr. Br—- may p?ﬁ

ar




