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A HOMILY

0N THE

90unts of the Wocld, auk the Weakmess of the Churrh.

# And when they were oome to the multitude, there came to him a
certsin man, knecling down t& bim, aed saylng, Lotd, have merey oh my
soti: for he is lunetic, and sore vexsd: for ofitimes he falleth into the
fire, and oft into the water, And I brooght Bim to thy dissiples, snd
they pould not eure him, Than Jeaus ancwersd and aaid, O faithless
and perverss geperatinn," do--Matt xvii 14--21

TaeRE iz & touching intereat in this nerrative. Every part
glows and throbs with some deep passion of cur common soula.
It is & scene where opposite aympathies pley their part with
all the simplicity of nature, and the fascinztion of charm.
Christ hes just descended from the Mount of ‘Tranafiguration.
The mystic luetre perhaps atill lingers around his pergon.
Petey, Jamen, and Jobn, wha on the quiet hill hed wimeased
the ecstatic vimion, are at his side: they meet a turbujent
multitude on the way, and the gther disciples are in their
midst. One of their number, a father, is the object of general
notice and common sympathy, He has a som, the subject
of & malady under whoee paroxynme be foams and tears him-
self, seeking self-destruction by attempting to plunge some-
times into the fire, and sometmes into the water, The
unhappy father benda hia knee to Christ, end eamestly prays for
help. The disciples had tried their power, and failed, and
the scribes and Pharisees are ewultant at their noo-success,
With their wonted uncharitableness end hate, they seize,
perhaps, the failure as another opportunity to dencunce them
and their Master as impostors, and to turn upon them the
comtempt of the moltitude. Christ reproves them in language
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breathing the mingled feelings of indignation and tenderness.
He orders the father to bring his lunztic son into his prezence,
and demands of him personal faith as the necessary condition
of cure, The son appears; the condition is met; and the
dizense ia forthwith removed. Humbled by their faflure, the
disciples approach Jesua apart from the multitude, and inquire
why they could not cast him out. The significant reply is,
it Because of your unbelief.”

Such is the short but wonderful piece of history before us.
It comes not within our plan to investigate the nature of the
malady to which the young 1nan was subject,® nor to reconcile
formal discrepancies, which the critical eye of a sceptical
mind mey diseover between the histories of the different
evangelists.  All this would necessarily oceupy considerable
space, s draw the mind too far into the region of logic and
letters  for apiritus] and practical ends. We select the
marrative because of its aptitude to illustrate & subject which
presses heavily on our heurts, and urgently claima the attention
of all earnest men. That subject s, The wants of the world,
and the meakneis of the Church. In making thie application
of the scene before us, we would, at the outset, disclaim all
sympathy with the practice of * spiritualizing " God's word—a
practice which we regard s violgting all acknowledged laws
of interpretation—ministering to the roost morbid sentiments
of the human soul—spreading & mystic haze over the book of
sublimest reason, and thue clouding the light of the world.
All we do is, use the narrative as Jesus used the flowing wells,
the fruitful vineyards, and the Gelds of waving cornr—make it
the organ through which to spesk great fruths to human hearts.

The frst troth is, that the norld reguires a great work from
the Church. It was no trivial request that the father of this
raving demoniac made wpon the diseiples. To remove the
enraging malady—or, il you will, to exoreise the furious
fiend that had gnined an abeolute mastery over all the faculties

® Let these wha desire to go philesophically inte the question stady the
thoughts of the geeat Neander on demoniacal possession, aa given in his
“ Lite of Christ,™
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and organs of his son, to restore him to physical health and
mental sanity, and make his existence once yore a blessing to
himself and a comfort to hie farily-—was a work warranting
all the eamest solicitude which the father had displayed.
But greater, far greater, than this is the work which the warld
requires of the Church. To say that the world is possessed
of devils—that men are moral demomiacs—is not showy
rhetoric, but solemn weripture,  Judged by the everlasting
laws of moral reason, the conduct of the world is as reekless
and irrational as that of the miserdble lunatic who foams and
raves, and, in frantic madness, plunges nto perils.  The moral
fiends that possess its soul, inspire ita energics, and direct its
reovements, are conwpicuously manifest. They are not like
the “horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha' on the
monntains of Dothan, seen by none but the prophet—they are
vimble to all.

Let me mention two or three of the most potent and promi-
nent of the evil spirits that possess society. There is seffem.
This i5 a corruption of selflove—a principle prompting men
to net ever from personzl considerstion—to make aelf the
centre and eciveumference of all plans snd operstions. A
gelfigh nan is one who holds ull interests cheap in comparison
with his own; who receives readily but gives reluctantly, anlesa
it be with the hape of the denation flowing back with interest
tohis ovn coffers.  He views all questions in their aspeet upon
himself. * Loss and gain™ are the fundamentals of his moral
aystery,  He weighs everlusting principles {n the balance of
lucre, and all is visionary and Utopian—chafF that tells not in
the scales. The laborer may toil and sweat—the shopman
wear away his health—the mariner hazard his existence—the
WATITIOr d}"ﬂ' continents in hlood, &nd tread Em‘pims in the
dnat ;—ecompunction ke has none, if resnlts are favorable to his
interests, Such is selfishness ; and is it n the presiding genius
of the world—the very mainspring of society—producing and
perpetuating the motion of almost every wheel ?

There, again, is seveualism,  The apostle divides mankind
into two classes—the “carpal" and the ‘“*spiritual.” The great
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distinction between them in their relation to the body ia this:
the spiritual attends to fleshly sppetites ar the recessities of
kiz nature, the carmal ar the snrces of his pleasure. 1f secking
pleasure from the senses ia cernslity, how fearfully prevalent
init] * Fleshly Insta,”” naot spiritus] impulses, move, mould,
and master the bulk of the race.  Esau's appetites governed his
eonscience—impelled him to barter away his birthright for a
mesa of pottage, snd reduced him to begrary and tears. In
his foolish conduct yon have a picture of the world; in his
wretched destiny yon may read its doom.  Amongst savage
hordes, and in rural districts where education hes not gone to
wake the intelleet to thought, and to touch the conseience into
life, the reign of this power might have been expected; and
there it is in its grossest forma and most disgusting aspects,
But, lo! amidat civilized eommunities of men hae it not a wide
dominion ! The luxuricus in living, the gay in dress, the ma-
terial in wealth, the animal in plessure—where ave these not
coveted ? where are they not sought?  Bensualism is, verily, a
mighty wpirit amongst us. It pliya & preminent part in the
merchandise of the world.  Art, in its highest forms, ministers
to it: sculptor, painter, singsr—the loftiest geniuses-——stand
waiting at its mide, and move at its behest. It is the inspira-
tion of theatreg and the fascination of amuspements, It ia s

in taverns, and has ite music io drawing-rooms, 1t is the chief
element in the literature of the maszses. It breathes in the
ballad of the beggur, and is bound in the volume of the peer,
It is the talk of the vulgsr in the streets; it is the reading of
refined ones in their quiet chumber, and, in the bright days of
summer, on the beach. Will any kecn observer of society
pronounce this exaggeration, or hesitate to admit that it falls
far beneath a full staternent of the case {

There is also seepiicism. [ do not wmean mere intellectual
scepticism. God koows, this 18 fearfully spreading amongst -
us. We have all elasses of infidela: there ia the anti-theist, who
declares there is no God; there is the anti-biblist, who admits
a God, but denies the divinity of the Bible; there is the anti-
supematuralist, who admits the divinity of the Bible in the
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same sense as he admits the divinity of any other true book,
but who denies to it sny aupemnatursl featore; and there is
the anti-propitiationalist, who professes to believe in the super-
naturalness of the Bible, but denies the great doctrine of
atonement,  Intellectual infidelity in these various forms is
working busily in our midst. It has its ciubs, its platforms,
and its press, Philosophy and poetry, logic and eloquence, are
pressed into its service, It has the tongue of the orator and
the ear of the populace. But it is not of thiz sceptiefem that T
apeak, I refer to momething deeper, broader, and mightier
far—the spirit of which all intellectual infidelities are the
effects and forms-—the sofl from which they spring. The
scepticism of the heart and life, which no argwment can meet,
ia the evil demen which opptessca me. Does not this spirit
possess men! Where iv the faith of the heart? I see this
spiritnal seepticiam everywhere; not merely in the manners
of the millions who sail down yowr rivers, travel your rail-
roads, saunter through your strests, crowd your taverns,
and perambulate your parks on the holy day of God, but in
your cathedrals, yonr churches, and your chapels, with heart-
less apathy repeating its belisfs, muttering its prayers, and
singing its peadma. It haurts our temples, it kneels in pews,
and speska from altara, “ Venly, when the Sgn of man
tometh, shall he find faith on the earth.”

There ie, finally, superstition. The strongest pative
element in the soul ia the religivun. o the right development
of thiz element is men's well-being—in ita perversion is his
ruin. When it # clonded with ignoranee, and inepired with
fear; when it bowns at the shrine of & false deity, and worships
through the intervention of prieats; when it moves by blind
impulse rather than by enlightened conviction, it becomes
superstiion : znd superstition had ever been, and still is, a
mighty spivit of evil in our world; it reigns with en undis-
puted sway over the vast domain of heathenism, and is the
empress of more than one-half of professing Christendom.

These are some of the ehief spirits that possess society.
How much of the phenomena of the general history of the



