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FOREWORD

One of the promising tendencles im the sphere of
present-day religlous life, especially among the young pwo-
ple, s the erowing interest in the study of the history of
tha Christian Church. “Bible and Missien Study Clagses”—
the combination of terms is iteeli highly rignificant—are
balng succezafully organized and maintained by s0 many
agencies directly and Indirectly connected with the Church,
that we may fairly cherish the hope that, not only among
youthful converts, but glsp among older members in our
bousehoids of faith, the zeal that {2 =0 marked and so
fdmirable & feature of our religioue activities may be in-
creasingly tempered with that kEnowledze which 18 ever the
prime requisite for the cultivation of the noblest types of
character and the promotion of the best forms of service.

And if truth is mever more potent than when It is seen
incarnated in humen life, surely the study of the great
Raformers of the sixteenth century—%the leaders in that
wolidrous amabasis that brought the Church out of her
medieval tutelage into the spacious Hbertles of the medern
era—will ever be an effective means for the deepening and
enriching of our coneception of what Christianity is and what
it may becomeé.

I therefore heartily welcome this *“Miszion Study
Manual on the Reformstion.” The author's many publica-
tiona In this particular field and his long experience as a
professor of history in a theological seminary are a suff-
clent guarantee for the general excellence of his work. He
hae succeeded In aketching the careers and achievementa of
tha Reformers with admirable simplicity, clearness and con-
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cipeness, and in maintaining a due proportion among the
varied elements of the ouillne s a whole. The style is
frequently brightenod with pleturesque and dramatic touches
and with referonces to historie landmarks and memorials
that reveal the sympathetic interest of the narrator as an
evewlitness, After the approved fashion in works of this
aort, each chapter §a followed by a seriea of guestions de-
signod to bring out the sallent features of the text for the
purpose of & clazs review. As explajned in the Proface, the
book s adjusted to the specific purposa of stimulating popu-
lar interest In the sludy of the Reformaljon considered
primarily, though not exclusively, as an evahgellsile and
mijzslonary entarprise.

We congratulate the author on the complstion of this
Manual on the eve of the four hundredth annmiversary of
the beglnning of the Heformation, and expresa tha hope
that the book may be widely wseful in spreading the knowl-
edge of the Church of that period, and by this meaos
furthering the kingdom of our Jord and Savier in our
own day.

Fuenertox W. LOpTRCcHER,
Frinceton Theological Beminary, .
May 15, 1916,
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PREFACE

The Reformation iz a fiting study for its 400ih anni-
wvergary (1917). We have endeavored in this Mission Study
Manusl to pather togother, in az brief and popular a way
as posaible, the leading facts about the Reformers, eapecially
of the Reformed Churches. As this i to be s Misslonary
Manual, we have, of course, emphagized the miasgionary
gpirit of the Heformers, an aspect which has been generally
forgotian,

The Ratormation and missions, what bave ther to do
with each other? This,—that the Reformation was a great
missionary movement, one of the greatest the Christian
Church has ever seen; and it wae both home and foreign
misplons. ‘The Reformation has been etudied from many
gtandpoinis, as a political movement, or 2z a polemical or
a theologlcal ome, or as economlie or moral or eccleaiastical.
But to itz misslonary aspect littla attention has been pald.
Why should thiz be. It has been looked upon a8 mainly the
arena of graat doctrinel controverzles or ecclegiastical strife,
and ita soul-saving feature hae been forgotien? We fear
that its polemics have caused =zome in this pesceloving age
to tarn away from it. They will recover their {ntersst when
ita practical svangelistie zpirit is fully brought out as in
this bogk. The Reformation was a great mizsionary move-
ment as much as any that we call misslonary er evan-
golistie to-day.

Weo in thls dlslant age, so long after the Reformation,
are apt to consfder it a sort of ready-made thing and to
forget that it reguired a tremendous amount of hand-to-
hand, personal work to make it a puccess. Andrew first
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found Peter, and Jobn, James; these apostolic examples
wera followed in the Reformation. For, although the Ref-
ormation was largely a soclel movement that brought cer-
tain individuals to the front, as Luther and Zwingli; yet,
after all, the personal element must not be forgottem, for
it bulked largely in the success of the movement. And this
personal effort was missionary effort. We are apt to forget
that the Reformaiion was real missionary work—a calling
of souls out of the darkness produced by the superstitions
of Rome into the light of the Gospel of grace through
Christ, And we forget that it began first with one man
or & few men, who gathered others around them snd thus
the Reformation spread in ever-widening circles. The cause
of its sprerd was missionary,—a zeal for souls,—a desire to
tell them the new Joy found in Protcestantism. The Ref-
ormation was just as much miselopary az our sending
missionaries to Catholie lands, as Spain and Mexieo and
South America, to-day. We name the latter “missionaries.”
And there has just been held & great missionary convention
gt Panama to consider their work, for Latin-America iz
very much In ithe condition of Earops at the Reformation.
And if these who go to Latin-Americe to-day are called
“miszlonaries,” then the Reformers and thelr co-workers
ghould be called Bo, too, for they dld the same kind of
work among the same kind of peopla

The Reformers talked to those sround them about
their mew Gospel. Ther wrote many, many letiers—a tre-
mendous correspondence to persons and places, trying to
lead them to the Evangelical faith., Church historiaps have
made much of the doetrinal treatises of the Reformers and
forgotten their correspondence, which is full of evangelism.
MNever gince the days of the Apostle Paul and his Epistles
was there so much consecrated letter-writing as fn the
Reformation; and much of it was missionary, for it sim
was the spread of the Reformation by the conversion of
individuals, ¢ities or countries. The Reformers labored in
thelr home towns and districts, and so were home mis-
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