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ELECTION LAWS.

TIME AND PLACE OF HOLDING ELECTIONS.

Article 2010. Erxoriows, Gexgrst, Time vor Horning—A general
election shell be held on the first 'Tm'sda-u after the firet Monds
November, A. 1. 1912, and every two years thereafter, at such pi‘;
as may be prescribad h\r law, after notice given as prescribed by law.
[Acts 1905, 1at 8. 8, p. 535.]

Art. 2011. ErzcTions, SrEciai, Tiwe ror Hotbiwa—Special elee-
tions ehall be held at such times and places as may be fixed by law pre:
viding therefor. [Id. sec. 62.}

Art. 2912, Ports, Hours oF QreniNg aND Crosise.—In all elec-
tions, general, epecial or primery, the polls shell be open from eight
o'clock in the morning until zeven o'elock in the evening; and the
election ehall be held for oue dsy snly. [Id. sec. 64].

Art. 2813. Precivers, FLuoTion, Fouuze How axp Wazw, Pos-
110ATION.—The county eommissioners court of each county may, if they
degm it proper, at em.g Anguet term of the court, divide their mspeetwe
connties, and counties atta:chcd thereto for judicig]l porposes, into con-
wenient eleetion precinets, cach of which shall he differently nnmbercd
and described by naturel ot artificial bounderies or sarvey lines by un
order to he cntered upon the mmutea of the court. 'Theyv shell imme-
diately thereafter publich meh order in some newepaper in the comnty
for three comsecutive weelks. IT thewe be no newepaper in the county,
then auch copy of smch order shall be poeted in somo public place in
eacl precinet in the county. No clection precinet shall be formed out
of two or more justice precincts, nor ont of the parts of two or more
justice precinets, | Id. sce. T

Art. 2014, PeecrwcTs N Crrigs ann Towxs, How Foumen-—The
county commissioners vonrt, in establishing new election precinets, shall
divide any city or town inte s many election precincte as they sce
proper, nong of which ehall have resident therein more than three hun-
dred and fifty voters, as ascertained by the vote of the last preceding
general city or town eleetion. Frery ward in every incorporated city,
town or village shall eonstitute en election precinet, unlese there shall
have been east in the said ward, at the last gencral city or town election
held therein, more than threc hundred and fifty votes, Cities and
towns, and towns and villages incorporated under the general laws shall
not necessarily cometitute slection precinets; and no precinet shall be
made oot of parts of two wards, Provided, that this section rarticie;
ehall not apply to cifies, towns and villages of less than ten thousan
inhabitants; and, in such ecities, towns and villages, the justice pre-
cinets in which said cities, towne and villages are situated may be divided
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inta claniinn_.:gr}adi,ﬂ:ctﬁ without fegard 1o the wards of such cities, towns
.E}lg s'illagesj‘, and” #ithdart zeferentd “kd the number of votes to be east.
. Eae. 8.

Art, 2915. [1709] Uwonsaxizzp Covxries, Precivers aNp Vor-
ve In—FEach unorganized county of the Btate of Texas which is at-
tached, for judieial purposes, to an organized county shall be attached,
for election purposes, to some one of the commissioners precineta of such
organized county, and voters in such unorganized county shall be an-
thorized to vole in noy election for commissioner of such commissioners
precinet ; provided, W}T;en more than one election preeinet hae been es-
tablished by law in such unorgenized county of the Btate, each clection
precinet therein shall he attached, for election purposes, severally to one
of the commissioners precincts of such organized county; and voters in
guch election precinets ghall be authorized fo vote in any election for
commissioner of the commissioners precinet to which such election pre-
vinet has been attached. [Acts 1RRH, p. 80.]

. Art 2810, [1%3%] [1689] Vorens SmHair VoTe v Preciver
WeERE THEY DEsmE.—All voters in any county shall vote in the elee-
tion precinet in which they reside. [Act Aug. 23, 1876, p. 508, sec. 14.
Acts of 1881, p. 97.]

Art. 2917, Correoron, Ouper Faxids Pruci¥oTs 10 Bi Berven O,
—-The county eommissinners court shaell canse to be made out and de-
livered to the county collector of texce, hefore the first day of Beptember,
sunually, a cerfified copy of the lnet order fixing the limils and des-
ignating the number or name of cach precinet for the year following.
[Acts 1905, 1 8. 8., p. b3b.]

Art. 2918, Porirsg Praoes awn Poir Tax Lists 1x Towns, Ec,
Uxper GeNEwal Law~=In towns or eities incorperated vnder the gen-
eral laws, the city council may provide for city or town elections that
there c¢hall be ome or more polling places: and, in such case, the cer-
tifled list of poll taxpaying voters for all eleetinn precincts in which
volers reaide who are to vote gt mny such polling place shall he nsed
therefor. [Id. sec. %] ’

Art. 2019. Bor Owne Breorow Porn v (ERTatH Crmies axp Towws,
—In all cities end towns in this State in whieh the number of clectors
at the Jast municipal election does not exceed four hundred in number,
but ome election poll shall be openad at any municipal election; and all
officers of such towns and eities to be elected shall be voted for at
such poll. [Acts 189%, p. 10.]

OFFICERS OF ELECTION.

Article 2920. Jopams awn CrErxs or Erzcrioy ; PresmniNa JUpGes;
APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATION axD Durigs.—The eounty commission-
ers court shall, at the Febroary term, appoint from amoeng the citizens
of each voting precinet in which there are less than one hundred voters
who have paid their poll tax and received their certificates of sxemption
two reputable men who are qualified voters as judges of the election.
They shall be selected from differemt political parties, if practicable,
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and shall continue fo aet nptil their successors are appointed. When
the hounde of the precinct are changed so that one or more judges reside
outside of the precinet for which they were appointed, the court shall
appoint others to fill such vacancy or vacancies. Ome of the judges, who
shall, in all cases, belong to the party that, at the last general election,
cast the largest vote for governor throughout the State shall be desig-
nated as the presiding judge at elections ; he shall appoint two competent
and reputable elerks of different political parties, if practicable, who are
qualified voters, to act as clerks of the eleetion, The order appointing
all judges shall be entered of vesord, The presiding judge shall act in
receiving and depositing 4he votea in the qrallﬂ‘t boxes, and the other
jodge shall art in counntmg the votes cast; one of the clerks shall keep
the poll list and list of qualified voters, and, upon the poll Hat he ahall
write at the time of voting the name and number of each woter; the
other elerk shall act as canvassing clerk, and shall keep the tally list
of votes vounted; ssid officers shall perform such other duties ag the
presiding judge may direct. [Acts 1305, 8. 83, p. 533, sec. 57.]

Art, 2021. JupeEs anp CLEEEs 0F ELECTION 15 PRECINOTS OF OVER
100 Pory Tax RECETPTS, APPOIKTMENT Anh DuTres.—For every pre-
cinet in which there are one hundred mele eitimens or mete who have
paid their pall tax or received their cerlificutes of exemption, the com-
missioners comrt shall appoinl four judges of election, who shall be
chosen when practicable from opposing polifical partics, ong of whom
shall be designated as presiding judge. The Tesi£ng and ome serociate
judge shall act in recoiving and depositing the votes in the hallot box,
and the other two jndges shall act in connting the sote cast. The
presiding judge shall appoint four competent and reputable clerks who
have paid their poll tox, and of different politicel partiea, when practica-
ble; two of said clerke shall asafat in keeping poll lists apd the list of
qualified volers; npon the poll lists they chell write the namo and
nomhber of each voter, and at the thoe voted. Two clerks shall be can-
vassing clerks, who shall keep tally lists of votee counted and perform
guch other duties aa the presiding jndge may divect. At the close of
the canvassing, end doring ita progress, the telly clerks shall compare
their tally liste and certify officially to their correctness. Provided, that
in all elections held under the provisions of this title, other than genersl
elections, local option electiona and primary elections, the officers to be
appointed by the commissioners court to hold eaid elections ehall be &
presiding judge, aud assiatant judge snd two clerks, whose compensa-
tion shall be two dollars per day, and twe dollars to the presiding judge
extra for making return of the election. |Id. see. 58.]

[ Note—For appointment of judges and clerks by vobers, see Art.
2994,

Art. 2822, Dipguanirigarions wor Brisg Jupoes, Ero, o Mew-
pEns oF Exnootive CoMMITTuEs.—No one whe holds an office of profit
or trost under the United Btates or this State, or in any city or town in
thiz State, except a notary pohlie, or who is 4 candidate for office, or
who has net paid his poll tax, ghall act as judge, clerk, or eupervisor
of sny election, nor as chairmen nor as member of an execotive com-
mittee, either for the Btate or any district or county, [Id. sec. 60.]



6 Erxemon Taws or Trxas.

Art. 2023. Hupervisors oF Ereorrows, ApporyTiexT, Ete, Pow-
Eng avp Dovies.—The chairman of the county executive committee, for
each politieal party that has candidates on the official ballot, or if he
fails {o act, any three members of such committes, may, not less than
five days before the general election, nominate one supervisor of election
for each voting precinet, who has paid his pell tax, by presenting hiz
name to the county judge, who shall indoree his approval en the eer-
tificate of his nomination if he is a reputable citizen, but not otherwise.
And thereapon, on his presenting such nominetion and its approval to
the presiding judge of the previnet, he shall be permitted to sil conve-
piently near the judges, ao that he can observe the conduet of the clection,
including the counting of the votes, the locking and sealing of the ballot
boxes, their custody and sefe veturn. He shall not be permitted to enter
into any conversation with the judges or clerks regarding the clection
while it is progressing, except to call the attention of the judges or
clerks to any irregularity or vielution of the law that he may observe.
Before he shall be permitted to act as snpervieor, he shall take an oath,
to be sdminislersd by the presiding judge, that he will mention and
note any errors he may eee in testing or counting the votes, and that he
will- well and.truly discherge his duties as supervisor impartially, and
will report in writing all violations of the law and irregularities that he
may obeerve to the next prand jury.  [Id. zec, 58]

Art. 2824, 3nPkevisoEs, APPOTNTED, How, Ero. ; Duties.—Any one-
fifth of the candidates whose nemes appear on the officiel ballot may,
on the day preceding the olection or prior thereto, agree im writing
gigned by them npon two enpervients who, when selected, shall be sworn
o3 election officors. Said supervisors shall be qualificd voters of the county
in which they may scrve as such sgpervicors. Said supervisors, while
the election is being held, shall remain in view of the ballot boxes until
the count is concluded. It shall he their duty to be present at the
marking of the ballol of any voter, by the jndge of said election, not
able to make his own ballot, Lo see that zaid ballot ia marked in accord-
anee with the wishes of the voter; and it shall Further be their duty
to zee that each and every hallot i correctly called. The said supervieors
shall note any and all fraud or irregularity gcourring, and report same
to the next grand jury. [Acts 1905, 1 8. 8, p. 552, Acte 1809, 2
8. B., p. 451, sec. 12.]

[Note—For appointment of officers &nd supervisera of election in
cilies, towns, ete., ses Arfe. 2934 and 785.]

Art. 2925, CourerwgaTion or Juoesg awp Creexe.—Judges and
clerks of general and specia] elections shall be paid two dellars a day
each; and the judge who delivers the retnrns of election, immediately
after the votes have been counted, shall be paid two dollars for that
service; provided, the polling place of his precinet in at least two miles
from the court house and provided, alss, he ghall make returns of all
election supplies not used when he makes return of the election. [Acts
1905, 1 8. 4, P 557, seo. 146.]

Art. 2026, [1752] Compewsarios o Jubens aNp CrErgs.—The
compenaation of judges and clerks of general and apecial elections shall
be paid by the county tressurer of the county where such services are
rendered, upon the order of the commissioners court of such county;



Errorion Lawd or TExas, T

provided, twelve working houra shall be eonsidered a dey within the
meaning of this article.

Art. 2927, Precincts, Orper DEriNTNG To BE Berven o Perorver
Jungrs.—Precinet judges for all general elactions shall be served with
copies of the crder of the county commissioners court, properly certified to
by the elerk of the said court, designating the number, name and bounds
of the eletion precinet and of their appointment ss judges. Huch service
ghall be made by the sheriff or a constable within ten days sfter the
entry of such order, and return shall be made thereof on a copy showing
when, where and how he executed the same, [Id. sec. 11.]

Art. 2028. [1708] [1665h] Puksmrve Orwicers 1 UNorcanizen
Counrizs,—It ghall be the duty of the commissionera court to which any
unorgenized coynty is attached for judicial purposes to appoint some
suitable person in cech of such unorgenized counties to serve as a pre-
aiding ofticer of eleetions in snid unorganized county; which appointment
shall be made in the same manner as in the appointmont of presiding
officers fu election precinets in organized counties. [Acts of 1881, p. 97.]

ORDERIRG ELECTIONS, ETC.

Artiele 2028, Procramarion oF Erectiox 3y (ovemwor—Notice
ehall be given to the people of all electiona for Btete and district officers,
electors for President and Vice-President of the United States, members
of Congress, Members of the Legislature and all officers who are eloctive
every two years. Such notices shall be by proclamation by the Governor
ordering the election, not less than thirty days before the election, issued
and mailed to the several connty judges. [Aeta 1905, 1 3. 8., p. 528,
sec. 30.]

Art. 2830. Omper vok HureTioN BY Couwty Juoer, Bro,; WiuTs oF
Ervorion, Ero.—The counly judge, or if his office is vacant, or if he
Enils to aet, then two of the county commissioners shall order an election
for county and precinct officers, and all other clections which under
the law the county judge msy be authorized o order., The county
judge, or county commiseioners, as the cese may be, ghall izsne writs
of election ordered by him or them, in whieh shall be atated the office
or offieee to be filled by the election or the question to be voted om, or
both, ae the case may be, and the day of election. [Td. sec, 31.]

Art. 2031, [1725] [1682] Wwures or Eirrorrow, How SeaveD,
Ero.—The write of clection and copies of the form of returns shall be
delivered to the sheriff of the county, who shall, previous to the day
of election, deliver the same to the presiding officer of each clection
precinet in which the election i8 ordered to be held, and in case there
be no presiding officer in any such election preeinct, the writ and form
shall be delivered to the qualified voter of such election precinet who
resides at or nearest to the voting place in ench precinet,

Art. 2932, Isvavmareo—Erectioxy Nor; How.—A feilure, from
any cause, on the part of the Governor or the county judge or commis-
gioners court, or of both 1o order or give notice of any general election
shall not invalidate the same if otherwise legal and regular. [Id.]
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Art. 3933. Norice or Eceorion ; by WEoM Givew ; REQUIREMENTS
Ag 10.—The connty judge, or if he faila to act, then two eounty com-
missioners, shall canse notice of a general election or any special election
to be published by posting notice of cleation at each precinct thirty
days before the election; which notice shall state the time of holding
the election, the office to be filled, or the question to be voted on, as the
case may be; provided, that in local option, stock law, and road tax elee-
tions, the notices of elevtions, or any other special election epecially pro-
vided for by the laws of this State, shell be given in complinnee with
the requirements of laws heretofore or hereafter enacted governing paid
electiona respectively; and provided, alse, thet if a vacaney occors in
the State Senate or Hounse of Representatives during the session of the
Tegislature, or within ten deys bofore it convenee, then twenty days
notice of 2 special election to fill such vacancy shall be sufficient. Posting
of notice of an election shall be made by the sheriff or u constable, whe
ghall make teturn on a copy of the writ, how and when he executed the
eame. [Id. sec. §3.]

Art. 2834, Iw Crvies, Towxs, Etc., OrpEriNvg ELEcTION:, NoOTIOE,
Orrroens, Buranvisons.—In all eity, town and village elections, the
wayor, or if he fails to, then the board of aldermen or the ofcials
in whom anthority iz vested by law, shell order electinns pertaining
alone to municipal affaire, give nofice and sppeint clection officers to
hold the election, unless & different method be prescribed hy the charter
of guch city, town or village; bat, in ell cages, vapervisors may be selected
as in general elections, and the judpes and clerks shall cach be selected
from dilforent political parties when practicable, [Id. see. 34.]

AArt. 2935, Vacarxer, OnpEr rok EimcTion 10 Frip, Eto—In all
cases of vacaney in a civil office in the State, caused by death or resigna-
tion or otherwise, the vacancy of which ie to be filled by election, the
officer or offieers, authorized by this title tv order elections shall imme-
diately muke such order, fixing the day, not exceeding thirty daye after
the first public notice of zuch order {0 fili the wnexpired terin, and cause
like notice o b given and issue writs ss provided for in meneral elections.
[Td. sec. 35.]

Art, 2836, [1805] [1784] Iw Caseor o 'm Axorues ErgcrioN
Smarn Br HEeLp.—Whenever, nt any eleotion, there shall be an equal
pumber of votes given to two or more persens, for the same office, except
executive offices us provided in the Constitution, and no one elected there-
1o, the officer to whem the return: are made shall declare such clection
void as to such office only, and shall immediately order anotlier election to
£ill such office; and notice shall be given, and such other election shall
be held in the same manner aa ia provided in other elections. [Act Aug.
23, 1876, p. 310, sec. 24. P. D, 3805.]

Art, 2037, FonMs oF Brawxs FUENISHED BY BECRETARY OF BTaTE,
—The Becretary of State ghall, at least thirty daye before the gemeral
election, prescribe to the county judge of each county forms of all blanks
necessary under thia tile. [Acts 1905, 8. 8., p. 528, see. 82.]



