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frefuce,

A fow words may be necessary, to acconnt for
the publication of the following trifle :—

Im the summar of 1877, the Rev. Canon
" EKingsley, during his three menthe’ residemes in
{Chester, deliversd a conrse of lectures on Botany
to the membere of the City Library and Reading
Room. These lectures, a8 was to be expected,
excited a considerabla intorest, and led many of
thosa who heard them to wish for further inatroe-
tion 1a the subject.  Aecordingly, on the expimtion
of the Canon's term of re:idenmce, o deputation frim
the Class waited vpon me with a request that I
would continne the lectures. I waa reluctant fo do
go, but as I felt that the interest that had been
excited would, in all probalility, die sway, if no
attempt were made to keep it elive, T consented to
give o few leotures on Stroctural Dotony during the
gutumn and winter: these leeturea were eontitged
until the Canon’s retucn to Chester, in 1871, I
selected Structural Dofemy aa the subject of wmy
lectures, az ssveral of the Class felt that, from thair
imperfeet acquaintance with the rudiments of the
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Science, they had not profited a0 mueh by Canon
Kingsley's lectorsa as they would otherwise have
done; end I thought that some instruction in the
Frammar of the Seience would be s fit preparation
for the Canon's maors elaborate lectures on Byatematic
and Geographical Botany, which I expacted him to
resume on his comivg inte residence. The Crnon,
however, had decided wpon Geology, as the subject
of his second course of lestores, With a view
therefore to keep up some degres of interest in the
Beienos of Botany, I wrote for Lhe Chesfer Chronicle
a serigd of papers on Mey Flowers: these papers
sevaral friends, both in Chester and eleewhere, have
requested me to print in a form more convenient
than the columns of a newspaper—hence the pub-
lication of this litile boak, which will, T trust, mest
the wishea of those at whose request it is issned,
and etimulate others, who may read it, to the study
of a subject, which cannot fail to be productive of
pleasure end profit.

I bave added an Index, shewing at a glance the
seiontific and popular names of each plant mentioned
in the book, and its positivn both in the natural
and artificial classifications: this may be ueeful to
beginners,

King's School, Chester,



By Klofoers,

* March winds and Apul stvrenr
" Hring forth May Sowors,

ARCH, with its cold eastarly winds and
i its equinoctiel gales, and Aprl, with its
n.ltema.tmm of ghowors snd sunshine, have now
passod away, and the “merry month of May™ has
sgain come ronnd, gladdening us with ita bright-
neas, and giving promise of enjoyment to all lovers
of natora. The first-iamed months are ot without
their foral abdractions, which are the more highly
prired becavse of the scarcity of fHowers at that
geason—ithe first primrose and violet of the epring
are parhaps hailed with greater delight than any of
the more showy pmductions of summer and antume,
The hedge-beuks have also for some weeks past
been adorned with the Celandine or Pilewort (Ra-
nunculus Ficaria), with its yellow star-like blossoms
and ita bright green leaves, the praises of which
flower have been sung by the post Wordsworth ; the
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woods and matiy ahady bedge-rows have been dotted
with ths pretty Wood Anemone [dmemons nemo-
roea); the white-flowered Whitlow-grass (Droda
verna ), a small crucifsrous plant, has been abundant
. on many old wella; the bright yellow Coltsfoot
{ Tussilage Farfura), & sure sign of & poor acil, has
been & conspicoons ohject in waste places and by
the sides of ditchss ; the white and puorple Dead-
Nettlea {Lamium afbum) snd (Lamium purpuresm)
have long displeyed their blossoms by the roadsides
—indesd both speciss may be found even in Janu-
ary ; the Ground Ivy {Napela (Hachoma), with ita
trailing stem snd its pretiy blae flowers, has resnmed
its place in moist, shady spofs under hedges and in
wooda ; and a fow othera might ba named as appear-
ing in March and April: flowers, however, are by
no means numarons st this early pericd of the year,
but thoss we meet with are welzomed as the haralds
of summer, and the harbingers of a gay erowd
which will soon come pressing opon ue in every
variaoty of form and colomr, In the present month
the number of wild flowers is greatly multiplied, and
a country tamble, whether i} be in the lanes, crin
ths fislda, or in the woods, will introdues us to soms
of the moat beantifnl and interesting specimens of
the vegetable kingdowm,




Let us take these [ocalitics in the order in which
we have namsd them, strolling first along the lanes,
whjnhmmm-lﬂlrmmhu&ﬁmummﬁw
homes, keeping our eyes open, and peering into the
hedge-bottoms and the ditches, as well as the hedges
themselves, on both gidas of cur way. We shall not
proceed far in onr walk before we come upon a
beantiful plant, with desp asure-blue flowers, the
Germandsr Bpeedwell {Varonica Chamoedrys). which
the uninitiated will persist in calling the Forget-me-
pot. This latter flower ia wvery different in form,
whilst = colour is that of the turquoise. The true
Forget-me-not (Myceotls palusiris), ns its specific
name indicates, must ba lnoked for in marshy plnces,
in ditehes, or by tha sidee of atreama ; we shall not
meet with it in our present welk, as it in seldom in
flower until June, but we may probably find ons of
ita misters upon some of the dry banke in our way.
But to return to oor first floral discovery, the Ger-
mander Speedwell, which deserves better of us than
to be diemiesed so hastily. The genus to which it
belongs is & very numsrcus ohe, containing eightesn
native apecies, whilst & still greater variety mey be
found in gerdens; thsy are easily known, as they
have all a rotate or wheel-ahaped corolls, deeply four-
oleft, with the lower segment smaller than the
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others. The flower hes two slamens ; it ia therefore
in the Lionsmen olass, Diandric. The Naturl
Order, Serophulariacem, of which the genus Vero-
nica forms a part, i3 Temarkable for the number of
beantiful flowering plarts it containe--the Mulleins,
the Foxglove, the Spapdragons, varions species of
Toad-flax, the Mimulus or Mounkey-flower, the
Speedwells, the Hed and Yellow Rattles, the Cow-
wheats, &c. A little furthor ov, quite within the
hedgs, on which it leans for suppert, is a striking
looking flowar, with white star-like blossoms; it is
the Grester Btitchwort (Siwllaria Holostea), the
most atewy epemise of the pgemue, of which the
Common Chickweed {Ssllaria media) ia the’ best
known exemples The Bweet "Viclet (Viole
pdorata) has dimppeared, but we may atill find
-another epecies, the Dog Viclet (Viols caning)
this is oeoelly of a paler colour, and without the
delicious fragrames for which the Swest Violet is so
valued. Shoeld any of our young resders, owing
to o cold or other canse, be nneble to decide
whether the flower they may have foond is fragrant
or inodorous, they may settle the point by noticing
whether - the peduncle, or fowerstalk, springs
directly from the root, or from the axile of the
leaves ; in the former case, the flower will be the




