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T

MOTHER.

(Copy of personal letter woritten by Buiolo Bl o the

pudhor.)

Visaria, CaviForyia, October 13, 1910,

My Dear FrRANE —

Yes—I had the great pleasure of meeting your dear
little mother, and when I gazed on her sweet face and
hstened to her gentle voice she reminded me very much
of my own angel mother who was little and sweet like
your mother,

And, Frank, I grew up among some of the roughest
men and some of the most desperare characters that ever
infested the border of civilization and had it not been for
the teachings and prayerz of my mother [, too, might
have died with my boots on. 1 think to our mothers we
owe most. God bless our mothers,

Your true friend,
W. F. Copy.
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PREFALCE,

History is merely the chronicle of great men, Their
deeds remain alive forever—time and epochs flicker anly
a moment and are succeeded again by time and men.
As we each span our brief career, it is given to some to
know great men only by the history they create—others
to do with, to know personally, o enjoy their confidence,
to study at close range the qualities that differentiate
greainess.

It is just this favored opportunity of intimate ohserva-
tion that prompts the dual life histories of Buffalo Bill and
Pawnee Bill. DBuffalo Thll’s fame was spreading when the
gray heads of to-day were romping youngsters of yester-
day, others grow old but the famous Scout seemed to revel
in perpetual youth, at lazt, however, the inevitable is
clocking off the showmanship days of Buffalo Bill, he
has decreed the present seazon as his farewell in the sad-
dle. He retires to enjoy the fruits of a life teeming with
danger, sorrows, joys and struggle: crowned with the
ineffable gift of being America’s most loved and Ideal
Hero Horseman,

The question is asked, “Who will take Buffalo Bill's
place?" and the following pages will couple in golden links
the passing of the world's greatest Scout, Colonel William
Frederick Cody, with his anly legitimate successor, a man
who courted prairie dangers when a boy, whose metal
was tempered with the trying hardships that beset a primi-
tive West, whose whole life has runged the ladder of
Indian warfare, adventure, scouting, harder fights, and
the early settlement of one of our fnest Western States—
Major Gordon W, Lillie, “Fawnee Bill.”
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