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INTRODUCTION.

A full and impartiol history of Teosis Paine alone can supply
that, the omission of which falsifies every work pretending to give
En acconnt of the war for the natiopal independence of the United

tates, )

The Ameriean Revolution of 1776, of which Trowmas Pamve

wag the author-hera, was the prelude to that far more sangoinary
struggle against oppression and wrong whieh overturned,or irre-
parably ehook, every throoe in Western Hurope ; including, in the
calegory, even the chair of 8t Peter ; aud of which struggle the
most. prominent auther-hero was Jeaw Jacqrzs Roysseav,
. Tnis is generally understood. Bot a treth jncaleulably more
important has hitherto heen either wholly overlooked, or but glim-
meringly perceived ; it ig this: — Both the American snd French
Revolutions were bot prominent incidents, or crisiv-ufages, in the
irrepressible struggle for human rights which commeneed when na-
tore implanted in. her bighest orgunism, man, that instinct which
points to the goal of development ; that unconquerable desire for
perfect and sufficiently-lasting or “eternal™ happiness, which indi-
entes the commen aim and atigingble end of science, of art, snd of
ail natural, materinlistic, or #nfelfigible activities : — thut thirst for
libercy wlich can be satisfed by nothing short of the revolution
which will remave alf constraini—which will gocomplish revelution
—and thus justify Luregs, Rovsswav, Pawve, Fovnie, and all other
revolutionists. Of this crowning revolution, the text-book is “ The
Positive Philosophy” of Atavste. Conze,

Had Thomas Paine been seconded as valiantly when he mods
priesteraft howl, as he was when he hurled defianee against kings,
despotism by this time would »eally, instead of ouly nominally, have
lain ag low as did its minione at T'renton and Forkrows, ‘The land
over which the star-spangled banner waves would not have become
the prey of corrupt, spoil-seeling demagognes, nor wonld Enraps
now tremble at the nod of a military dictator.

Not but that priesteraft itself has a substructure, all but "super
vatarally” profound, which must be sapped before justice can be
more than & mackery, freedom noght but » mete abstraction, or hap-
piness little else than an dgnis fofuns, Bot man ehonld have con-
tinued the great battle for his rights wlhen the soldiers and author-
beroes of liberty were in the full flnsh of vietory ; instead of making
that vain, mhc{iievm.]s aud ridicalous (ercept as provisional) com-
promise with the haman inclinations,called duly ; and falling back
on that miserable armistice hetwoen the wretohesl Yot and Ve ube
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happ{erich, for the conditions of which, consult that refinement of
treachery, misnamed & constilution, and that opague entanglement,
abeardly entitled low. Cano right be done and peace be maintained,
under [nstitntions whose ultimatom is to give hall a breakfast to the
million, and half a million or fo to the balance of mankind, condi-
tioned on such anxiety on the part of the latter, lest they be added
to the million before dinnertime, that dyspepsia, rather than nu-
trition, “waits ou oppetite 7 Is man irremediably doomed to & con-
dition which, st shorter sad shorter intervals, forcea him to seek re-
lief in one of those esturnelios of carnage and devastation which
throws progress aback, menaces civilization even, and yet bot par-
tially and temporerily mitigates humun ills? Is this the whale sam,
substance and end of revolution ¥ It appears to me, that they who
believe thiz, and who edmire and commend Thomas Paine from
their stend-point, dishonour his memory far more thee his professed
enemies do or can,

Bat to enable all to understandingly form their own conclosions,
I shall give all the essential facte with ect Lo the history before
us, with which a long and carefal sesrch, ander most favourable
circumetances, has made me sequainted. For, led facts e fairly
stated, and truth be fully known, is the correlate of the proposition

the correctness of which I demonstrated in a former work “The
igion of Sctence™) that pature ; simple, scientific and artistie,
will prove all-sufficient ; end neither needs, nor admits the possibility
of, a superior; that man, therefore, requires nothing more than what
ngture ia rapable of being developed into prodacing ; nor can he
kunow anght beyond nature, or form what can intelligibly be called
a0 idea of sny happiness or good, superior to that which, by means
of the substantial, incloding of course, man himself, can be procured.

There needs buot to have the light of truth shine fully upon the
real character of Thomas Faine, to prove him to have been a far
greater man thar his most ardent sdmicers have hitherto given him
credit for being. Paine’s history is so intimately connected with that
of progress both before end since his time, that it will necessarily
embrace & very wide range of liberal information.

1 am not unmindful thet there have been hundreds, perhaps
thousands of anthor-heroes and herolnes. Becon, Locke, Luther,
Voltaire,* Fourier and Robert Owen were prominently of the former,
and Mary Wollstonecraft and Frances Wright were decidedly
among the latter. But it appears to me, that none of their writings
have been guite soch text-books of revolotion, as these of Roussean
end Peine were, and those of Comte naw are.

* Behlogser, in his “History of the Eighteenth Century,” whilst apeaking
of Voltaire, Sh;rw!hmy, and “the oomerons deiata wh.um‘were reproachful
m-f:ha"_n.!.bem” says, that they “wielded the weapons” which 1oy
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THOMAS PAINE.

PERIOD FIRST.
1737—1774,

FROM MB. PAINE' BIRTH, T0 HIE ARRIVAL IN AMERICA.

Troxas Pamwe waa born in Thetford, Norfolk county,

England, on the 20th of January, 1787,

in father was a member of the soeiety of Friends, and a
staymaker by trade ; his mother professed the faith of the
charch of England.

At the age of about thirteen vesys, he left the common
school, in which, in addition to the branches of education
usually taught therein, he had learned the rudiments of Latin,
and went to work with his father. But his achool teacher,
who had been chaplain on board a man-of-war, had infused
into hiz young and ardent mind such an enthusiasm for the
naval service, that after reluctantly toiling about three yeara
at his not very lncrative or promising calling, he left home,
evidently reaolved to “seek the bubble reputation even in the
cannon's mouth,” and to pursue his fortune through soch
chances as the war thep imminent between his country and
France, might offer.

Dreadful must have been the confiict between his com-

sgionate nature and his necessities and ambition. Arrived
n London, without friends or money, he, nevertheless, strove
by every means in his power to settle himself honerably in
the world, without embracing the dreadful profession he had
been both constituted and educated to loo upon with hor-
ror: he even hesitated so far as to return to hiz old cccupa-

tion.
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After working a few weeks for Mr. Morris, in Hanover-
ptreet, Long Acre, he went to Dover, where he also worked
a short time for a Mr Grace.

War between England and France had now been de-
clared ; our hero was in all the buoyancy of youth, being not
yet seventeen years old ; fortune and glory were possible on
the one hand, poverty and toil inevitable on the other,

War iz murder, "tas true ; murder, all the more heinous for
being gloried in ; murder, ull the more abominable for the mag-
nificence of the scale on which it is perpetrated ; murder, which
touches the lowest depths of cowardice, in being carried on
by vast armies and immense fleets, instead of by smaller and
bolder gangs of pirates, and by more venturezome banditti.
But its infernal craft would sail, and its death-dealing can-
non be manned, equelly with or without him ; and the place
which he refased would be taken, probably by some one with
far less tenderness for a wounded or surrendered fos,

On board the privateer “ Terrible,”” Captain Death, en-
listed, probably in the capacity of a sailor or marine, tha
man who wna afterwarda the soul of a revolution which ex-
tended elective government over the most fertile portion of
the globe, including an area more than twenty times larger
than that of Great Britain, and who bad the unprecedented
honor to be called, thouph a foreigner, to the legislative
councila of the foremost nation in the world.

For some unexplained cause, Paine left the ¥ Terrible ¥
almost immediately, and shipped on board the “ King of
Prussia.” But the affectionate remonstrances of his father
goon induced him to quit privateering altogether.

In the year 1759, he settled at Sandwich, as a master
staymaker. There he became acquainted with & young
woman of considerable personal attractions, whose name was
Mary Lambert, to whom he wes married about the end of the
game ?’Eﬁ.]h

His guccess in business not answering his expectations,
l&ieéén the year 1760, removed to Margate. Here his wife

From Margate he went to London ; thence back again
to his native town ; where, throngh the influence of Mr, Cock-
sedge, the recorder, he, towards the end of 1768, oblained &
gituation in the exeise.

Under the pretext of some {rifling fault, bat really, as
#here fs every reason for supposing, because he was too con-

ous to connive at the villainies which were practeed




