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BOOK EIGHT

OUR ACTS OUR ANGELS ARE
JOHN FLETCHER

Maw is his own star, and the soul that can
Render an honest and a perfect man
Commands all light, all influence, all fate;
Nothing to him falls early, or too late.
Qur acts our angels are, or good or ill,
Qur fatal shadows that walk by us stll

THE HOUSE FLY AND THE WATCHDOG
JOHN RUSKIN

I BELIEVE we can nowhere find a better type of a per-
fectly free creature than in the common house fly, Not
free only, but brave; and irreverent to a degree which I
think no human republican could by any philosophy exalt
himself to. There is no courtesy in him; he does not care
whether it is king or clown whom he teases; and in every
step of his swift mechanical march, and in every pause of
his resolute observation, there is one and the same expres-
sion of perfect egotism, perfect independence and self-
confidence, and conviction of the world's having been
made for flies.

Strike at him with your hand; and to him, the external
aspect of the matter is, what to you it would be, if an acre
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