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INTRODUCTION.

Tow aim of this book, by correcting a multitnda of com
meon erbrors in the nse of Innguage, 33 meinly to offer assist-
ance to such persons ae need greater facilities for deenrato
cRpression én ordingry conversation. It is not designed to
smggest topiea of falk, nor to give rules or examples point-
ing ont the proper modos of arvanging them ; but simply to
insure persons who eften have a good thing to say, from the
eonfusion and mortification of impropely sayingit. This
chapter of introduetion will not, therefore, be expected to
present an essay on the general suliject of conversation.

It may be remarked, however, by way of admonitory
hint to some, that tho most prominent error in the conver-
gation of those who commit flie most blunders, does not con-
gist in saying too little that arnounts to mueh, but too much
that amounts to little ; tallentiveness is o characteristic mora
eommonly of the ignorant, than of the wise. 8henstone
says, “The common flueney of speech in many men, and most
women, i3 owing to a eecarcity of matter and a searcity ot
words 3 for whoever is master of a language, and moreover
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has a mind fuli of ideas, will be apt, in speaking, to hesi
tate upon the choice of both ; but common speakers have
only one set of idess and one est of words to clothe them
in—and these are always ready at the month. Just so,
people can come faster out of & obrch when it & almost
empty, than when & erowd és ai the door I But although,
according to the old proverb, * autill tongue denotes a wiso
head,” the faeulty of spoesh should not be neglected,
mergly bocanse it may be misnged.

Conversation is not 5 gift bestowed only wpon those
whotn genina favors; on the contrary, many men eminent
for theivflueney of stvle in writing, have been noted for
habitnal taciturnity in their intercowmse with society.
Haulitt remarked, that “anthors shoold he read, nok
heard I Charles IL of Baglsnd, not only the wittiest of
monarchy, but ene of the liveliest of men, i3 said to have
been so charmed in reading the humor of Buller's  Hudl-
bras,” that ho disguised himself as a private gentleman,
and was infroduced to the anthor, whom, to his astonish-
mant, he found 4o be one of the dulles of companions.. On
the other hand, some of the hwmblest men with whom one
falls into company, possesacd of but little variety, and less
extent of information, are highly eatertaining talkers. The
varticnlar topie of remak does not furm so essential a part

f an interesting conversation, as the worda and manner of
those who engage in it.  Robert Burns, sitting down on
one oecasion to write a poem, said
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# Which way the subjest theme may gang,
I;nt. tinka or ehance dabermine ;
Perhaps it may torn oub o eang.—
O probably a setinon.”

In the same manner, the subject of 8 conversation need
uot be made a matter of siudy, or special preparation.
Men may talk of things momentous or trivial, and in either
strain be alike attractive and agresabls,

But quitting the consideration of the thought, to vefer
to the mode of its expression, it must be remoarked and
insistod, that to * murder the king's Enylish™ is hardly less
a crime, than to design agaiust one of the King's subjecte.
1f committed from ignorance, the fanlt is at least deplo-
rable; but if from earelossnoss, it is inexeusable. The
grealest of seiences i3 that of langunge; the gpreatest of
human arts. is that of using words. No * cuuning hand”
of the artificer can conlrive a work of mechanism that ia
to ba compared, fur a moment, with those wonderful mas-
terpieces of ingennity, which may be wronght by him who
ean skilfnlly menld a beautifuk thenght into a form thaf shall
proserve, yeb radiate its bemuty. A mosaie of words may
be made more fair, than of inlaid precions stones. The
scholnr who comes forth from his stndy, 4 master of the
Euglish tangnage, is o workman who has at his command
hardly less than 2 hundred thoneund finely-tempered in-
strumenis, with which he may fashion the most eunning
devige. This is a trade which all should lewen, for it is

cne that every individual is called %o vractive. The
1*
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greatest support of virtue in a comrmumity is intelligence ;
intelligenee is the ontgrowth of knowledge; and the almo-
ner of all knowledge is langnage. The possession, there-
fore, of the resonrces, and a comumand over the appliances
of langnage, i of the utmost importance to every indi-
vidual. Words are emrvent coina of the realm, and they
who do not have them in their tressury, suffor 2 more
pitiable poverty than others who have not a penny of baser
epecic in their pocket; and the multitnds of those who
have an unfailing supply, but which i3 of the wrong
stamp, are posseszed only of eounterfoit cash, that will
not pass in cireles of respestability, The present work
therefore is, in some respects, not nnlike the * Detector™
issued for the merchants, to indiente the great amount of
worthless money that is in general clrculation with the
good.

It is not to bu snpposad that all the mistakes of daily
ogemrrence in the use of langunge, are to be numbered
by “five hundred "—possibly not by five thonsand ; but
it is evident that he who 19 instrocted sgainst five hon-
dred of his haliinal blunders, u_n:] cnabled to stecr clear
of every one of them, has in no elight degres improved
hia eonversation, and thercby inercased Lis importance.
As a prefix, or accompaniment, to thiz eatalogue of eor-
rected mistalces, ihe presentation of 'a few rules or princi-
ples of language, which, strictly observed, might gnard
against numerons poneral classes of errors, would not be
thought nisplaced, or undeeirable. Some suggestions on
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points most prominent are accordingly given among these
introductory remarks—not in formal statements of gram-
matical rules, but in examples in which the spixit of such
rules is revealed.

Not the least glaring among the many misuses of words
and forms of expression in couversation, veeur by incor-
reetly employing the pronouns—whe, which, wial, and
that. Tt may Dbe remarked, thut who should he applied
exclnsively to persons. Which usually refers to ani-
mals and inanimate ohjoets, except in such an expression
ug, “Toll me whick of Lthe two men was chosen P What,
wneans that which ¢ thus, *This 3 the book whai I want-
ed,” shonld re;a.d, "’Thiﬂ_ils tho book that {or whick) I
wanted.”

Among interrogatives, swho f inguires for the name;
which # for the individual; whet # [or the charucter, or
ocenpation, Thas, ¢ Who built the bridge ¥ ¢ Mr. Elake.”
« Whigh of the Blakea 8 ¢ Chorles Blake”  © Waat was
he®” “A datingnished civil cnginesr.”

The title of a small book for young people, recently
published, was—The Way #hat Liltle’ Children enter
Heaven ' the word #&aé is horo incorrectly weed as a
subatitute for dn which, or by which.

When £Ads end #hat, and their plurals, are nsed in the
ense of Jatter and former, this and thess signify the laf-
ter, and that and those the former. Thus, in the following
couplet from Buarna:



