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PREFACE.

—

A VOLUME that proves that mueh of the New Testa-
ment is parable rather than history will shoek many
veaders, but from the days of Origen and Clement of
Alexandria to the days of Swedenborg the same
thing has been affirmed. The proof thab this para-
bolic writing has been derived from a previous
religion will shock many more. The biographer of
Christ has one sole duty, namely, to produce the
aetual historical Jesus. In the New Testament there
are two Christs, an Essene and an anti-Essene Christ,
and all modern biographers who have sought to com-
bine the two have failed necessarily. It is the con-
tention of this work that Christ was an Hssene monl: ;
that Christionity was Essenism ; and that Esgenisin
was duae, as Dean Mansel contended, to tlie Buddhist
inissionaries ¥ who visited Egypt within two genera-
tions of the time of Alexander the Great™ (¥ Gnostic
Heresics,” p. 81.)
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The Reformation, in the view of Macaulay, was the
strugede of layman wversvs monk.  In consequence,
many ool Protestants are shoeked to hear such a
term applied to the founder of fheir ereed,  But here
T must point out one fact.  In the Essene monastevies,
as in the Buddhist, there was no Life vow,  This made
the monastery less a earcer than a school for spivitnal
initiation. In modern monasteries St John of the
Cross ean dream sweet dreeams of God in one eel), and
his neighbour may be Friar Tuek, but to Loth the
monastery is a prison.  This alters the complexion
of the eclibacy question, and =0 does the fact that the
Christians were fighting a mighty battle with the
priesthoods.

The Son of Man envied the scenrity of the erannies
of the “fox." He callal his opponents * welves."
His flock after his death met with closed doors for
fear of the Jews,  The “ pure gospel” savs the
Clementine Homilies (ele 11, 17), was “sent abrowl
secrctly " after the vemoval o Telln  The new seet,
not as Christians but as Essenes, were tortured, killed,
hunted down,  To such, * two eoats” *wives," daily
wine eclebrations were searcely fitted.

Twice has Budidhism invaded the West, onee at
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the bivth of Chiristianity, and onee when the Temyplars
brought home from Palestine Calbalism, Bulism, Fiee-
masonry,  And our zealous missionaries in Ceylon
wiid elsewhere, by actively translating Buddhist Looks
to refute them, have produeed a result which is a
little startling. Onee wmore Buddhism is advancing
with giant strides. Germany, Ameriea, Kngland ave
overrun with it AL Léon de Rosny, a professor of the
Sorbonne, announces that in Parls there ave 30,000
Buddhists at least. A French fricate came back from
China the other day with vne-thind of the erew con-
vorted Buddhiste  Schopenbianer adwmits that lie oof
the philesophy which now floods Germany from a
perusal of Enghsh teanslations of Dudidhist books
Even the nonsemse of Madame Blavatsky has a little
genwing Buddhisw at the bottom, which gives it a
brief life.

The veligions of earth mean strife and partisan
wateh-cries, partisan symbols, partisan gestures, parti-
san elothes.  But as the daving elimber mounts the
cool steep, the anathemas of priests fall faintly on the
ear, and the largest eathedrals grow dim, in a pure
region where Wesley and Fenelon, Mirza the Suti and

swedenborg, Spineza and Awidcl, ean shuke hawds,  If
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this new study of Buddhism bas shown that the two
creat Teachers of the world taught wuch the same
doetrine, wo have distinetly a gain and not a loss.
That relizion was the religion of the individual, as

diseriminated from religion by body corporate.
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