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PREFACE.

As the pronunciation of words is determined hy the usage
of the best apeakers, 50, in & great measurs, the punctugtion
of sentences 38 based on the wsage of the best writers. Rec-
ognizing this fact, the 2uthor has aimed —

1. To state such genersl rules as ure recognized by most
writers of good English, '

2. To illpgtrate these rules by examples aken from many
of our best English classits,

3 To glvesome of the differences In nsage that exist even
amaong the hegt of writars,

Itis froquently ssserted that even pood writgrs differ so
mauch in their use of punctuation marks chat it is irhpossibie to
lay down any general rules and that it is better for cach one
to consult his own taste and judgment. With equal reason
it might be said that inasmuch a¢ pond epeakers, and even
lexicogtaphers, dlffer in the pronunciation of words, there.
fore each gpeaksr should make his own taste and judgment
the standard for correct protunclation. A writer's mode of
expressing his thoughte will determine the character and
number of the punctuation marka that he uses, and it is
chiefly owing to this that even good wrlters differ somewhat
in punctuating what they have written. There are spme
rules that are invariable under all circumstances; the use of
cthets depends on the mental charpcteristice of the writer;
and there are still other rules, the application of which
determined by the writer's taste alone.

By gestures, tones of volce, cratorical pauses, emphasis,
and in varicus ways, & spesker can make his meaning clear

M6989<



iv PEEFACE.

to his listeners; and so o writer abould certainly use all the
aids which putictuation, cpitals, and italice afford, in pre-
senting clearly what he hag written [or the perusal of others
Businéss men, however, seem o think that they are not
amenable to the rules that govern good writere They
affirm that they have oo time to punctuate their letters, and
yet they subject others to the necessity of expending time
and patence in trying to make gut thelr meming,' Berious
misunderstandings have arsen between business men, in
consequence of the omission or incorrect use of punctuation
marks, and expensive Tawsults have originated In the care-
less punctuation of legal instruments.

Very littls attention is paid in cur public schools to pune-
tuation, and the rules usually given in English Composdtion
are either disregarded or not properly understoed. This
may, perhips, be accounted for by the fict that the rules are
wanting in clegrnees, #2nd are not sufficleatly Mlustrated by
examples. ‘The plm of this volutne 18 to remedy, in some
mcasure, these evils, and to secure more ationtion to what
ought to be a prominent part of school instenction. The
evile of bad punctustion are really more serious than the
evils of bad spellitg, and no student can be apid to have
learned to read well, much lees to write well, who has oot
studied punctuation intelligenthy.

We would suggest that this hand-book be used at Rhetor-
icul Exercises, and that whetn eisave, orations, criticieme, &c.,
are hapded to the teacher for correction, he shouwld use a red
or & blue pendil, eo that comrections mity be the more readily
recognized, Besides the corrections [n grammar, spelling,
Bty he should be careful to supply punctuation marks when
needed, cross out needlsses ones, and, of eourse, make such
other corrections &s may be necessiry. When the produc-
tions are returned to the pupils, the teacher showld first point
out the necessity of using certain marks, in order to define
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and bring out the meaning, and Lo show the relation betwsen
the different members of o sentence, Having thes shown the
need of puncruation marks, then esference should be made to
sorne of the simpler roles, to impress this need on the mind,
Great care should be taken not to perplex the mind with
too meany reles before the necessity is created for their use,
The great difficolty in the study of puncruation has been
that many rules are committed to memory befors the need
of their use has srisen; so that the mind is perplexed and
bewildered instead of enlightened. The rale, it must be
remembersd, doss not create the necessicy : (he necessity
creates the rule, Then, again, we think a great mistalre ia
made by having the beginner punctuate what some one else
has writien, The better plan is fur the popil, at the very out-
21, 0 puncivate what he hlimszll has composed, and in his
effart to bring out hiz own meaning clearly, he will, with the
nid of 3 few mules, almost intuitively fall inte the habit of
punctuating correctly.

The following supgestlons may be of setvice —

1. Do not give a popil & role to lewrn, untess @ is clearly
foonded upon examples talen from what he himeelf has
wTilten,

2. Toke, at firat, the simplest, most frequently used, and
moat rendily understood rules,

2. Advance slowly, remembering that a few aimple prine
ciples clearly understood, are of much more practical benefit
than s nomber of misty moles hastlly eommitiesd to memory.

In the prepamtion of this hand-hook, the author is under
obligations to various aothorities, bot he i more sspecially
indebted to Wilson's * Treatise on Poncruation. ™

W. J. COCKER.
ADRIAN, Mich., Dec. 26, 1847y,
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