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PREFACE.

TR subject treated of in the following peges is one which has
ot wszally been introduced into the course of slementary stodies
fior young persons of all classes,

It in sopposed by some that the difference between a better and
& worse reasoner depends either wholly on naiwral obidity, or on
that combined with practice, or on each man's grester or lem pro-
ficiency in the sulfocts be is treating of

And othera again consider a sysiematio study of the principles
of Beasoning as ruitable only to & fow persons, of rare endowments,
and of & peculiar turn of mind ; and to thoes, ouly in an advanced
wiage of their education. '

That this branch of stody is requisite for ol, and is sitsivable
by all, and presents not, necasarily, any grester diffienities thay
tha rudiments of Arithmetie, Geometry, and Grammar —al] this
cannot ba so well evineed in any other way as by experiment H
the perusal of these Lessons, or of the half of them fiil to satisfly
on thix point any tolersbly attentive reader, it i not likely be
would ba convineed by any distinet argument to the sams effect
that gould be offered.

The work hss very Litle claim to novelty, except a= to the
mimplicity and familiarity of it form. But withoot making any
discovery, sinictly so ¢alled, of apy thing previously altogether un-
known, it is possibhla — sines * discovery " is & relative word -0 be,
practically u discoverer, by bringing within the reach of thoosmnds
some important branch of knowledge of which they would otherwise
have remained destituts all their lives

And in regard o the present subject, s familinr introducton to
the study is precisaly what hay hitherto been wanting. The exist.
ing treatises upon it may be compared to shipa, well freighted, bat
which ¢an only unlade at s fow wharves, carefully construsted, in
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advantageons situations. The want is, of small boats drawing very
little water, which can carry ashore small parcels of the cargpe on
every part of the coast, and run up into every kittle creck.

Shonld the attempt to supply this deficiency prove =a soccessful
&a there is reason; from the trial that has been already made in the
{thrdﬂy.lﬁguﬁne,}tnhﬂp&,lnﬂiﬂiﬁmbrmﬂlmnnhnpﬁ
tant will have been mads to the crdinary course of elementary
eduation.

To frame, indeed, a system of rules that should equalize persons
of all varieties of capacity, would be a project no less chimerical
in this than in any other department of learning. But it would
certainly be s great point gained, if all persony were taught to ex-
ercise the ressoning faculty as well as the natural capacity of each
would permit; for there is good remson to suspect that, in this
point, meh fuil quite & often from want of attention, and of sys.
tematiz cultivation of their powers, az from natural deficiancy.
And i i b least worth trying the experiment whether aolf mey
not be, in soma degres, trained in the right exerciss of a faculty
which all, in some degree, possess, and which all mest, more or
lem, exyrciss, whether they exercise it well or il

It was at one time contémplated to sobjoin an Jadez of the
technical terms, with brief definitions of tham, and references to
tha Tessons and Bections. Bat, on zecond thoughts, it has been
judged bost to owmit this, and to fecommend ench student to draw
up such an index for himeelft It is for stuedents, strictly so callad,
— that is, persons employed in acquiring sn elementary knowledge
of the subject — that the work i chiefly demigned - and for thasa,
1 exergies conld be devised more ealenlated to facilitate their
stody than that of carefully compiling an Index, and alo expand-
ing the Tahle of Contents, so as to give & brief snmmary of the
matter of each Lesson. And this being the case, it wonld not ba
any real saving of labor to the learner to place before him such an
Index and Table of Contents already drawn up.

It may be worth while to suggest to the Tescher to put before
his pupils, previcusly to their reading each Lesson, some gusstions
pertaining to the matter of it; requiring of them anewers, oral or
written, the best they can think of without consulting the book
Next, let them read the Lesson, having other questions, such sa
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may lead to any needful explanations, pat before them ss they
proceed. And afterwards let them be exzamined, (imtroducing
numerous sramples framed by themselves, and by the teacher) as
1o the portion they have learned, in order to judge how far they
remember it

Of these thres kinds of questions, — which may be called, i
Preliminary questions; il questions of instruetion; snd i goes-
tions of exgmination, — the last alone &re, by & considerable portion
of Instroctors, commonly employed. And the elementary books
commonly known e °catechisms’ or ‘books in gquestion and
answer, consist in Teality of questions of this description.

But tha sseond kind, .— what is properly to be called instroctiva
questionmng, — iz employed by ell who deserve to be reckomed
good teachers,

The third kHnd, —the preliminary questioning —is employed,
(eyatemativally and constantly) but by few. And at fint sight it
that it would ba likely to increass the learner’s dificultaea  Bat if
any wallqoalified Inatruetor will but carefully and judiciomly try
the experiment, (in teaching any kind of mience,) he will be sdre
prised 1o find tp how great a. degres this exercise of the stndent’s
mind on the sabject will contribute to his sdvencement He will
find that what has been tsught in the mode above seggested will
have been learnt in & shorter tome, will have besn far the more
tharoaghly nnderstood, and will be fixed incomparably the better
in the memory.

1=



INTRODUCTION
TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

Tae suthor of this litte work has not, so far aa wa kmow,
avowed himself. From internal evidence, one would infer very
decidedly that the work was prepared by Dr. Whately. It is
marked gn every page by that eame strong good semse and solid
learning which have rendered his works on Logic and Rbetoric so
eminently valuable as text-books for students.

Many persens of high reputstion for their aftsimments in thoss
branches of learning to which they may have been devobed, have
failed disgracefully, in the attempt to fornish & suitable text-book
for the young student Hence it ix, that, afthough most depati-
ments of science and litarstore have been cultivated with con-
stantly incressing moces, ¢iill the number of really good text-books
18 excendingly small

The vanity of authorship hes comtributed much to this result.
The writers of text-books for colleges and schools, have baan tog
often tovmented with the sorry ambition of saying something ori-
ginsl, or something fine. They have been prone to forget that
originality, sy sach, is not to be sought for in & work for learnera.
They have been impatient of the cerefnl thought, and Lterary
self denasl, requisita to enable & man to say just what 1s necessary,
and no more. Often, too, mistaking prolixity for clearness, they
have burdened and perplexed tha minds of the unlearned, with g
multtude of vague terms, suggesting many ideas partislly, but
'u'iﬂ:liru‘l!iﬁn,g dﬂ:ﬂﬂ:ﬂillnrpirthﬁnﬂl Iiam-lf.ln".

The highest merits of & text-book are brevity, strict method in
the arrangement, clearness and pertinency in the statement and
illustration of what are the admitted principles of the subject
treated upon. It is bare justice fo say, that the elementary tres-
tises of Dir. Whately are firee from most of the defucts, and comprise
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most of the excellences above named. Whether he is the suthor
of this work or not, it shows all the peculiar skill in arrangement,
power of definite statement, and graphic illostration, which #o
strongly charscterize his avowsd works. To say the least, the
freest use has been made of Whately's thoughts and language.

The work contains the main principles of the Logie of Whately,
somewhat divested of their technical form, but not of their sciens
tific accuracy. ‘There are alse a few pages showing the spplicating
of Logic to the purpose of convigtion, which would more strictly
come onder the head of Rbetorie. Although the sather evidently
intended the work for the yownger classes of learners, it eontaine
the distinet ontlines of & system of Logic, and whoever thoroughly
magters this little work, and becomes sble to apply ita principies
to the analymia of argnmenis, will ba no contemptible logician.
It is thonght that this book will be admirahly adapted to the
wants of the sdvanced clesees in cor High Schools and Acadamies,
as well 28 ¢n the wanis of those who wish for some soquaintance
with the theory of ressoning, and have not the ima or tha pesslu-
tion to go through any larger treatise on the sobject. As & text-
book for stndents in college, it is, doabiless, & more thorough work
than that of Hedge, which holds its piace in the lst of text-books
in some of our colleges,

However well adapted this work may be to the young and
uninstructed a8 & digest of the sclencs and st of ressoning,
it may become still more valuable to them, ss a discipline for
the mind. It canoot heve escaped the notics of sttaotive ol
pervers, that the wvast number of ‘gimplified® books, which have

been prepared for the young, propoaimg to condoet them to learning
* by a royal road, have hed an injunious influoence. The practics of
imparting knowledge in infinitesimsl dosea, diluted by leading
qﬁmﬁuﬂamdumhﬁﬂﬂaﬂlﬁtﬂh.ﬂliﬁhﬁmmﬂ%hm
well, if the enly ohject desived is to relieve the student firom the
tabor of thinking. Though this object be atisined, the process
will have the effect to weaken the powsr of attention, to destroy
the robustness and vigor of the mind, and to pall that eager guri-
ogity which nature intended to sustain us undor the protracted
affort necessary to accomplish & difficult task. It cannot but bave
a salutary infloence upon s young or undissiplined mind, to be



