WILLIAM THE SECOND AS SEEN
IN CONTEMPORARY
DOCUMENTS AND JUDGED ON
EVIDENCE OF HIS OWN SPEECHES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649276493

William the Second as seen in contemporary documents and judged on evidence of his own
speeches by S.C. Hammer

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



S. C. HAMMER

WILLIAM THE SECOND AS SEEN
IN CONTEMPORARY
DOCUMENTS AND JUDGED ON
EVIDENCE OF HIS OWN SPEECHES

ﬁTrieste






WILLIAM THE SECOND

AS BEEN [N CONTEMZPORARY
DOCUMENTS AND JUDGED ON
EVIDENCE OF HIs OWN SPEECHES

ik

5. C, HAMMER, ML.A.

BOSTON AN NEW YORK
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY

117






VL
vII.
VIIL
TX.
X
Xi.
X
KL
xiv,
AV,
AVL
viL
XVIIL

XIX,

CONTENTS

YOUTH

FATHER AXD 20N . .
THE YOUNG RULER
JOURNWEYS AND INTRIGU:E
THE BREACH WITH BISAMARCK
THE HiIOW AASTER

AN ENLIGHTENED POLICY
POLITHCAL LRSS

THE JURTLEE YEAR

A FUTURE ON THE EEAS

THE END OF THE FIREL TEN YEARS,

THEORY AND FACT

THE TRIUMPH OF CAESARISL .
DISAPPOINTMENTS

THE AL rEnR AxLD OTHERS

NERVOUS SYMDPIOMS

AN TNTERVIEW AND 1T5 CONSEQUENCES

EEFORE THE GREAT WAR
WILLIAM THIL PROBLEMN

LITERATURE CONCERNING WILLIAM 11,

INDLEX

FAGF

e

. 131

143

. L§F

173

. 187

v &0






CHAFPTER 1
YOUTH

DURING the last days of 1838 great pohiical
unrest, assoclated 1 a singular manner with
sunple-hearted loyalty, was prevalent in Berlin and
throughout 'russia,

The rule of the childless Frederick William 1V
had presented for many vears an almost unigue
picture of mcapacity and wilfelness 3 during 1857
he had been abliged, on account of failing mental
powers, to relinquish all State business, and was
at the moment Biving in ltaly, a chronic invalid.
His brother, 'rince MWilliam, who acted as Regent,
was still a political novice, in spite of his sixty
odd years, and it was Bismarck who was destined
to place hom amongst the historic Agures of the
age. For the time being, however, he was pre-
eminently the Prince of the pefife bonrgeoisie, the
unpretentious ideal of the ordmary public who fre-
quented tea-gardens and peerhouses ; while those
in leading positions were obliged to recognize that
he had neither much puli’ric:ai capacity nor even
a strong personality.

With the dawn of the New Year fresh troubles
arose. At the New Year's levée in the Tuileries,
Napoleon IIT' expressed his regret to the Austrian
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2 WILLTAM THE SECOND

Ambassador that friendly relations no longer
existed belween the French and Austrian Govern-
ments, and this ominous observation—made in the
hearing of the whole Diplomatic Corps—blazed like
a beacon of war from one country to another.
Nowhere, with the exception of Vicnna, was the
news received with more excirernent than at Berlin,
as mdeed was only nateral. The Prussian Govern-
ment was  subjected e vielent  pressure  [rom
Austria, both by means of diplomacy and through
the Press : but in spite of every provocation, Berlin
maintamed an obstinate silence for several months,
evidently Dbecause the time was not considered
opportune for that national war that should end in
German unity. A policy of this kind s apt to
result m & comndhioon of o public apprebension,
and it was therelore a kindly dispensation of Provi-
dence that a pleasing diversion from so much
anxiety shortly presentecd itself.

The Frince Rogent's only son, Prince Iroderick
Willlam of IPrussia, had married i 18357 the
I’rincess Roval of Great Britain, eldest daughter
of Queen Victoria. At frst the alliance was not
very popular, either in England or in Prossia ;
but now, when 1l had been announced that the
Princess was expecting a child, all classes of society
united heartily in their good wishes towards her.

The event, which was expected te take place
during the latter half of January, aroused cxtra-
ordinary excitement. It became the central point
in Church pravers, and was the main topic of
conversation both in famuly circles and at public
patherings.  As an official chronicler tells us;:
Al social engagements were postponed in expecta-



YOUTH 3

tion of the day that should secure a successor to
the throne, and the coming event was eagerly
awaited by every one A whole nation, as it
were, walked on tiptoe outside the nursery door,

On Tuesday, January 235, 18359, the event was
so close at hand that two batteries of artillery
were ready in their barracks, prepared to fire the
salute the moment the news should be received.

It came at a little after three on the afternoon
of the 27th January. DBuf even before the salute
wis fired the news had spread like wildfire through
the capital, “ Iis 15t ein I'rinz.” Those who were
still in ignorance counted the guns up to thirty-
six, and thus all doubts were dizspelled.

“Es 1st em Frinz!" These words passed
throughout the city like » word of command. In
a few hours Derlin was transformed, Every
house was decovated with fags and streamers—
many Union  Jacks ameng them—and at night
there was a general Mlumination that extended to
the remotest quarters of the city., Unter den
Linden was one great sea of hwman beings, and
in all the places of mnmusement rejoicings knew
no bounds. In the provinces enthusiasm  was
equally great, and even in London the public
caught the fever.t The next day newspapers in

' The following contemparary verse i3 not wilhout 2 cerlain
interesl at the present time ;—
Hail the auspicicus morn |
To Pruosszia’s throne is born
A roval beir

May he defend its laws
Join with old England's canze,
Thus win all men's applause !



