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PREFACE.

. This little volume is sent out in the hope that it
may serve many a student who desires to learn German.
Itis my opinion that grammar study should accompany
the reading exercises, so that the forms of all the
words of the reading text may be thoroughly under-
stood. While we have several excellent complete
German grammars for schools and colleges, yet they
necessarily contain a mass of statements-and rules
alternating with exercises, that make it extremely
difficult for the student to get into his mind a good
outline, a bird's-eye-view, of all the parts of speech.

In every branch of knowledge there are essentials
which should be thoroughly learned, yes, memorized,
by the student; and he is often puzzled to know just
what those essentials are to which he should cling.
This book contains a brief outline of the parts of
speech, of the word-order, of case-constructions, and
of the subjunctive mode; in fact, it gives those things
which every student of German sheuld master sometime
early in his course.

It is not intended that this book shonld take the
place of a complete German grammar, because many
details had to be omitted, to keep it within the bounds
of ‘‘essentials.,” As the parts of speech are given in
regular order, an index was not considered necessary,
and is not inserted.

While the outline is my own, 1 have received
valuable hints from the excellent grammars of Whit-
ney, Joynes and Thomas. My aim throughout has
been to enable the student {o gms;a the subject more
easily and thoroughly.

April 1902 . IL.E. R
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1. @ Qerman Alphabet.

German.  Engllah. Hama. German. Hoglish, Nams,
%a Aa ah Ra Nan enn
Bb Bb bay Do Oo oh
LN Cc taay Tp Pp pay
Db Dd day Oy Oq koo
& e Ee a fe Rr err
¥ f Fi eff &fs Ss - ess
@y Gpg gay % ¢ Tt tay
Dh Hh hah uu Un 00
3 Ii ee o Vv fow
9 I vot W Ww  vay
g1 Kk kah Xr Xx ika
21 L1 ell 9y Yy ipsilon
Mm Mm emm 31 Zz tzet

5. Pronunciation.
VOWELS.
@ Jomg =a in far.
@ shert =a in what,
¢t Jomg =ain mate.
¢ shori =e in met,
i, ie Jong =eein feet,
i short =iin fit.
0 Jomg =oin note.
n  short =the o sounded quickly.
1 lomg =o0 o pool.
u  skerd =u in pull,



a GEEMAN GREAMMAR.,

MODIFIED VOWELS (Umiaute).
d=a in care (sometimes '‘a” in name),
t=e in her {also “long a" pmnuumed with mouth
in positicn to say *‘oo."
ii="*"long e" with mouth in positlon to say ‘‘o0.”

DIPHTHONGS
ai, i =i in mine.
au  =ou in house. -
du, eu=oi in q1L -
- " CONSONANTS.
These are pronounced as in English with the fol-
lowing variations: s

b final=p.

¢ before e, i, y, d, F=ts.

¢ before other vowelz=1L. _

d after a, o, u, au, is g-utturﬁl.

& after other vowels is palatal

b final=t.

g final a.fter a vowel = &,

b is sileat unless it begias a syllatle.
j =English ¥.

{ alone before a vowel=gz.

b

=f
1w —about v.
b =4
i =ts.

2, Cases. 'I‘he;-e are four cases, and their equivalents
in Eoglish grammar are given approximately in the
following : :

1, Nominative=English nominative.

2. Genitive =English possessive, or objective
with “‘of”.
3. Dative =Fnglish “‘indirect object,” or ob-

jective with many prepositions.
4. Accusative =English ‘‘direct object”, or ob-
jective with a few prepositions,



GERMAN GEAMMAR,

ExamprLes: .

Nom.—This man is my friend.

Tiefer Mann ift mein Freunb,
GEN.—Here is the man's hat.

Hier ift ved Manned Hut.

Here is the hat of the man,

Dier ijt Dec Hut ved Manited,
Dar.—He gave the man money.

Er gab bem TRanne Beld, .

" Heis in the room with her sister.

Gy ift in bem Himmer bei feiner Sdypefter. .
Acc.—I sea the man,

X Tefe ben Mann.

He gave a dollar for the hat.

@r gab einen Thaler filr ben Hut.

3. The Article. There are three genders in Ger-
man, and they do not always correspond to those in,
English. The definite and indefinite articles have
separate forms for each of them.

a. Tag De¥iNtTe ARTICLE.

Y © Singular, Plyral,
Masc. Fam. Neat.  All gesders.
Kom. the ber bie bog bie -
Grn. of the  Ded  Der bed ber
Dar. to (for) the bem ber bem ‘ben
Ace. the ben bie bad Die

&, Like the definite article are declined biefer this,
jener that, feber each, every, weldier which, folder such,
mander many a, as follows:

N. this  dicfew biele bitfes diefe
G. of this bices biejewr  Dicjes biefer
D. to{for)this biefemy  bicler  biclfem  dielen
A this biefen biefe Dicjes biefe



