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FOREWORD.

" HAWARDER, Way, 19,

Ir wus necessury thal the English-speaking world, from whoze past
and fufure actinns-=alvation Tor the Cowgo peoples will come, if it
eomes atoall, shonld beeome aegnainted with this histovie debato in

the Belgian: Parliament.

To this end the debate has been transtated word for word,
awd i published, st eonsiderable expenze, by the Qongo Reform
Aszzociation, which, since itz founudstion in Mareh, 1904, has pleeed
before the world & mass of dovipentury evidence affecting the
unparalloled bragedy of 1he Conga,

Times bave, indecd, changed sinee the Congo Reform Asse-
ciation, working in friendly co-opsration with thes Aborigines
Protection  Soeiely — between whoze Seeretarv, 3Mr. [T K. Fox-
Bourne, and the Hon, Secrotary of the Assoeiation a cordia! and
unbroken ecommunity of thonght had exmisted in connection with
the Congo, long befors the Asaociabion was formed—eame into
exigtence,  Abusez, which Sir Charles Dilke and Mr. Fox-Bourne
had denounced for vears, basing thempelves upon unoffivial tosti-
wany, were confirined by the Heport, of M. Cousul in the Congo,
Mr. Roger Casemnent, and by Lord Cromer in the White Book issued
in February, 1904

To Mr. Casement's services in the cause of humanity too high
a tribute canuot be paid. His Report vindicated, in a mauner as
-.m':nplctc as ik was :chiHng, thia grave HL{\[J taken I’."’ H.M, Govern-
rment befove that Reporl was received, in approaching the signatory
Powers of the Berlin and Brussels Acls, consequent upon the vole
of the House of Commons in May, 1903, And never-—the time
has come to say it—was the choice of a British Government so
juatified by subsequent events as was the selection by Lord

Lianaddwne of Mr, Roger Casement to perform the delicate, diffienlt
Az
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and ungratefu! task entrusted to him. The later Report of King
Leopold’s Commission of Inquiry was confirmatory in so notable a
degree of Mr. Casement's Report that a prominent Belgian States-
man, with whom the pressnt writer was conversing oM weeks
ago, remarked that passages in the Commission’s document might
have been translated from the Report of the British Consul.
Mr. Casement’s contribution to a great humanitarian cause has
papsed into history, and is on record, amd it would be strange,
indeed, if the country he has served with such distinction, proved
ungrateful of his services.

Tha Conge Reform Association came inte being shortly after
the isgue of Mr. Casement’s Report, simultaneously with the birth
of the malignant and anscrupulous campaign of mendacity started
in Brussels, ondor King Leopold’s auspices, and possessing rami-
heations all over the world. To meet that campaign, to con-
found and sterilize it, to =zpread in ever-wideniug wcircles the
torch-light of truth, to eompel further action and exposire,
tn emhbrace all sympathice in ali lands in one common protest
against an infamous wrong—that wasz the object of the Asavciation,
s chiof weapon was publicidy. and to some purpose has it
wielded it.

In the first issue of the Assoclation's ﬁrgn'u was published the
celebraled judgment of the Appeal Court in the Candron case,
which threw so lurid a hght upon the admimstrative system pre-
vailing on the Congo that its publication provoked King Leopold
to the promulgation of a special mantfeste, The suceessive revela-
tions of Mesars. Weeks, Scrivener, I1arria, Frame, Stannard, Frost,
and ofhers, Ilﬂgllll i the columns of the Wesi .flr'n'nf.ru Merdl, and
continued in the official organ of the Association, together with
other docwments issued by the Association, were largely instru-
mental in forcing & Commission of Inguiry out of King Leopold,
whose members took out, as part of their impedimenta, the issues
in which these revelations appeared. Afeanwhile, the Association
has taken every possible opportunity te familiarise the public with
the fundamental canses of the Congo evil.

Later on, when the Report of the Commission was published,
shorn of the evidence placed hefore it, the Associstion issued a
considerable portion of that evidence in BEngland, in the United
States, in Belgium ; and in France, through the instrumentality of
that large-hearted ¥ Colonial " of repute, Monsieur Pierre Mille,
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The Asgoviation hass wade up fur limited means by evergy,
awd ibs propaganda has gone far and wide. Toeday it numbers
correspondents and sympathisers in every land, Despite abominable
imputations brought apainst it, and its officers, by the paid hirelings
of the “Royal Rubber Syndicate,” it bas bad the satisfaction of
ssoing seeds sown by it ripen inte harvests fertilising Public
Opinion.  Kepecially has this been the case in America, where
the creation of an Assecia’ion, similarly named, and aeling in
close co-operation, followed—thanks to the indefatigable efforts of
Ir. Thomas Barbour—the visit of the Hon. Secrelary to Washing-
tonr and Boston eighteen mouths ago, and has received fresh pro-
pelling power through the recent tour of the Rev, J. H. Harris and
his wife,

The change of Government in bhis country robbed the Associa-
tion of the active services of scveral of its most efficient helpers.
Its Presideot, Farl Beadchawp, whoss sympathy had besn a per-
manent source of inspiration, received an appointment in His
Majesty's Houschold, Mr. Alfred Emmott, one of the Association's
founders, and a tower of sbrangth to the esuse, became Chairman
of Committees and Deoputy-Speaker of the House of Commons. Mr.
Herbert Samuel, to whose continnous interest the Associstivn stands
greatly indeblod, became Parlinmentary Becrctary {or the Home
Office.

Severely as these loases have been felt, the Association'= work
has, nevertheless, gone steadily inrward, and extendod. To-day
that wark iz balf--but only half—accomplished. To-day the conse-
quences of King Leopold’s rule upon the natives of the Congo are
everywhere admitted, cven in the Belgian Parliament, to be
atrocious.  Ten years' demials have been swept away like chaff.
Truth haz prevailed. But reform has not come. Until reform
comes, complete, thorough. fundamental, the Association eannot
sheath the sword, and must rely, az it has done in the past, upon
the financial assistance of the Public to enable it to emerge finally
triamphant from the greatest humanitarian struggle waged since
the days of the over-sea slave trade,

o &+ * * #+ * * *

And now a word or two as to this five days' debate in the
Belgian House, It is mot the least netable becanse it marks the
vommancenent of the awakening of the Belgian people to a sense
of the woral labilities they are assuming in serving as 8 cloak to
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shelter the infamies of the Congo despotisn, over which they have
wo cemtrol, and of which they are. in a measure, the present, as
they will be, probably, the futuve vietims, I say the commenee
ment, It is havdly possible to eall it more than this, so loug as
the Belgian House can listen with patience to the vrativns of the
King's official apologists, and so long as denuneciation is not
followedd by action

Despite the impressive eloqueuce of Vandervelde and Lorand ;
despite the revall against the loug * conspiracy of silence ® vn the
part of certain mwembers of the Clerieal majorivy ; despite the excla-
mation wyung from the venerable ox-Minister of State, M. Beernaerl,
“1 s abominable ”; despite muny encouraging symptoms in the
House and ontside of it—sweh, for instance, as the splendid courage
of ProfessorCattier—readurs of the debate cannot fail (o be limpresged
with the wall of apathy, of tgperance, of cypicism which has to
be surmounted in Belgium before reform, if left wholly to Helgium
Lo inamgirate, van b said to be within cven messurable distance
of realisation.

Thie, ndeed, iz the predominant impression whieh a pernsal
of the debale canuol bul lave upon ihe reader, and when to i
is added the persouality of the Hovereign of the Cungo State, drumic
with absolutism, cynically deflant alike of Pablic Opinion and
vonstilidional lmitations, impervious to ol looeaoitarian feeling,
exposed vet shamcless—the owllock 1z not brirht.

As o this, however, the reader whe approaches the subject
with & el less concentrated apen it than the translatonr’s most
-In_t- the judee.

There 1s another feature of the debatc which thrusts itsetf upon
the attemtion.  One rises from a perasal of this discussion impressed
with an acute realisation of the extravvdivary and basic errov
which seems to muderlie so puch of the debate,

It is one of the most enrious things in the world that a policy
of mere pillage should appeal. thanks o the cnunciation of sonorous
platitudes, thanks to the abysmal iguorance prevailing in Belgium
o the problems of tropical Afriea, in the light of a maguificent
attempt at State construction, so grandiose in its eonception that
the now-admitted evils accompanying its evolution seem: paltry
and trivial.

Tt i= not pessible, 1 thank, to read this debate withoul becom-

ing convineed that, beyond hypoerisy and tmeserving,  bevond
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servility Lo a Royal will, beyoud considerations of party puolities on
the part of the apologists of the Cougo State, there exists among
somo such, at any rate, a belief that they are defending an ides,
ruthless, perhaps, bot great; an idea which time will fertilize to
a colossal achievement, whose realisntion & not in doubt, and
whose Far-reaching results will shine with added lustre From the
ctiticisms of the hour.

The task undertaken on the Congo is compared with the
trausformation of anpcieni into modern Gaul! “ Remember, gentle-
men.” cxclaims one speaker, © the origin of all Enropean States”
“Consider,” exclaims another, {n effect, ¥ the centuries which have
clapzed in building up civilisation ir Europe, and the evils through
which progress had {o wade in its opward march.  Yet you
expect civiligation to becomie cstablizshed i barbarous Africa in
twenty years™

What magic i that word “Btate ™! What a hypuetic juilu-
cnee 1t wonld seemn Lo wield ! The © Cungo Free State.” What does
it mwean!  An internationally independent © State™ in course of
comstrietion in the (.'Ut!gtl Busin |1-_\: tha ganiu_ﬁ' of one man!  What
visions does it pet conjurc up for the excreige of inflammable
rhetaric ! Feed the supply with storles of fine buildings out there
on the Cango, *coguettizh” towos on the greal river, steamers
plvitig tho brown waters. rallways piercing the forests —with a back-
gromiid of military wuiforms, the danfare of trumpets, the strains
uf the oational anthem, the vigorows beating of the fom-fom of
patriotisin.  The mental pieture i complete, the imagination rons
viol.  Mesmerised by a mirage, speaker after speaker indulges in
high-sonnding, empty phrases, having lictle or no relation to facts;
the outcome, partly of iuvincible ignorauvee, purtly of misguided
ideas, mixing sincerity with insiveerity in a confused jumble,

Beside all this fanciful fooliug, the grim reality stands out
i erikiug contrast, And therein lies the ?-ragisd}'; ithe im:n:ruprb-
hensible tragedy of it all

Twenty conturies il touk, we are told, to change bharbarous
Gaul to modern France. But it has taken only twenty years of
King Leopold's ervilization to reduce the population of the Congo
so greatly that already these modern civilisers of the Dark Con-
tinent, these State-constructors, are speculating upon the future
of Central Africa winus the black-man®  Statistics have beeu

* Bew Coptain Haccarl's commenls ou -‘ii){unr L. Nisco's article in Lo
Pethuwee of Julv Bth, 1 —OHceial organ of the Comgo Heform Associalion,
septemiber, 1904,



published, showing that in sixteen districts, all riverain, the popi
lation has fallen from 192,000 to 17,000 in seventeen yoars, in spite
of the fact that the Congo officials have driven people from the bush
to veplace the dying rivertribes. The extermination of the people
in the Kivu and Ruzizi vegion is neted by Captain Baccari in his
report, confirming Grogan's obeservations some years previously
The Commission of Inguiry admits the decimation of the tribes
subjected to the fooddax around the great centres of military
activity. The Commission aleo notes the © partial extermination ™
of the fribez in the nelghbourhood of the caravan roufes to the
Nile, and Eastevn frontier, Ilalian officers’ veports confirming the
latler, and the Tilkeus revelations of 1503 confivening the former.
Camphbell’s aveounts frinn Kstanga ave equally emphatic. Restricted
in specific particulars as the date regarding depopulation must
uecessarily be, the entire body of evidence affecting the condition
of the uative population of the Congo, oliial amd uneflicial, peints
withont possible dispute to the same conclusion —the Conge natives
are disappearing wherever the Stale-consiructors make their influ-
enee felt, They are disappearing by slanghter, oppression, privation,
misery, impoverichment, diseaese.

Yes this iz the tragedy—the immense tragedy—the extermina-
tion of & people—and while it iz being cnacted, the walle of the
Belgian Chamber resound with oraterical whirlwinds, sach as
are here set forth.

Stato-von=truclion 0 TI‘I?}'II-UK-I Afrivn, 1:1\' P Uurpm.‘:;l.-iml which
destrays the Afvican. and pivstes Loz woalill for private ends, for
personal enrichnent, or fo build edifives 10 Arl in one of the capitals
uf Eurape !

What 1s betng constructed on the Congo?  Whal are the constitu-
ents of this " Heate " Nob, assavedly, tle people of the land, who
have been robbed of ecveryvihing  The Ewropean caunot colonise or
people the Afriean tropics!  Neditny is being reared upon this
heeatommb of Afriean lives,  The tragedy i serving #e purpese, save
the temporary profit of its beneficiaries, The future is but dust
and ashes . . . and shame

Shame upon those who know and permit. Shame upon civilisa-
tion, which stands idly by, Shame upon the rulers of the world,
who, like Frankenstein, shriuk Prom dealing with the mooster of
their own creatio E. Ir» MOREL.



