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PREFACE
BY THE GENERAIL EDITOR.

THE General Editor of The Combridee Bible for
Schools thinks it right to say that he does not hold
himself responsible either for the interpretation of
particular passages which the Editors of the several
Books have adopted, or for any opinion on points of
doctrine that they may have expressed. In the New
Testament more especially questions arise of the
deepest theclogical import, on which the ablest and
most conscientious interpreters have differed and
always will differ. His aim has been in all such
cases to leave each Contributor to the unfettered
exercise of his own judgment, only taking care that
mere controversy should as far as possible be avoided,
He has contented himself chiefly with a careful

revision of the notes, with pointing out omissions, with
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suggesting occasionally a reconsideration of some

question, or a fuller treatment of difficult passages,
and the like,

Beyond this he has not attempted to interfere,
feeling it better that each Commentary should have
its own individual character, and being convinced
that freshness and variety of treatment arc more
than a compensation for any lack of uniformity in
the Series.
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INTRODUCTION.

CHAPTER L

CORINTH. ITS SITUATION AND HISTORY.

AT the time of the Apostle's visit, Corinth was the most con-
siderable city in Greece. Its commercial importance had always
been great. Situated on a narrow neck of land between two
seas’—the farfamed Isthmos—the temptations to prefer com
merce to war, even in times when war was almost the business
of mankind, proved irresistible to its inhabitants. The com-
mand of the Isthmus was no doubt important in a military
point of view ; but at a time when navigation was difficult and
dangerous?, the commercial advantages of the position were
enormous, Merchants ariving cither from the East or from
the West, from Italy or Asia Minor, could save themselves
the risk of a hazardons voyage round the Peloponnesus, and
found at Corinth both a ready marker for their wares, and a
convenient means of transport.  Corinth, therefore, had always
held a high position among the cities of Greece?, though the
military genins of Sparta and the intellectua! and political
eminence of Athens secured to those two states the pre-emi-
nence in the best perieds of Greek history. But in the decline
of Greece, when she had laid her independence at the feet of
Alexander the Great, the facilities for trade enjoyed by Corinth
gave it the first place. Always devoted to the aris of peace,
in such a degree as to incur the contempt of the Lacedm-

 Qwid (M. V. 4o7) and Horace [O4. 1. . 3) call it bimaris Corimthur,

® Cape Malea, now St Angelo, was *‘to the voy of ancient times,
thﬂlhn(hﬁ:ni‘ﬂmdﬂupuiatumum" Cony and Howson.
Val. 1. ch. xii-

¥ Corinth esrly founded colonies, of which the most famous were
Symacuse in Eh;lcﬁmdﬂumhnnwﬂulmﬁmum,htstﬂl
retaining in G its ancient name Eéprvpa.
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monians?, it was free, in I.he later times of the Greek re-
publics, to devote itself undisturbed to those arts, under the
protection, for the most part, of the Macedonian monarchs.
During that period its rise in prosperity was remarkable. It
had always been famous for luxury, but now it possessed the
most sumptusus theatres, palaces, temples, in all Greece.
The most ornate of the styles of Greek architecture is known
as the Corimthian. The city excelled in the marnufacture of
a peculiarly fine kind of bronze known as Corinthian brass?,
Destitute of the higher intellectual praces (it seems never,
since the mythic ages, to have produced a single man of
genius) it possessed in a high degree the refinements of
civilization and the elegancies of life, It was regerded as the
“eyed” the “capital and grace' of Greece. And when (B C.
146) it was sacked by Mummics during the last expiring struggle
of Greece for independence, though it was devoted to the gods,
and not allowed to be rebuilt for a century, its ruing became
the “quarry from which the proud patricians who dwtlt on
the Esquiline or at Baize, adorned their villas with marbles,
paintings, and statues®”

The colony (Julia Corinthus) founded here by Julius Casar
in B.¢, 46 soon restored the city to ite former greatness. The
site had lost none of its aptitude for commerce. The city rose
rapidly from its ruins. The Roman proconsul of Achaia fixed
hiz seat there (Acts xviii. 12), Merchants once more, as of old,
found the convenience of the spot for the transport or disposal

! Plut. Aporskeh. Lac. Agis son of Archidanros, vi.

! Bome wnters have supposed this aer Corsmtdiaensm o hove been
the gold, silver and brass melted down in the conflagration which
followed the taking of the city by Mummius. But this, which seems
intrinsically improbable, is refuted by the fact that the Corinthian brass
was well known befere the destruction of Corinth.  See note in Valpy's
Edition on (he passage quoted below from Floras, and Smith's Dictionary

of Antiguities.
* Cicero pro Man. 5. 4 Florus 11. 16, 1.
L] Im-m'.'mm fo 15t Corinthians, p. 3. Home, says Strabo

6.2 mﬂlndmlhthespuhoftheupuldmnfﬁmmd
o jrmﬂ.ﬂummtumwhmhmfcmdﬂmm Every tomb.
be adds, was ransacked to obtain them.



