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JOHN MILTON,

A Treaties on Christine Doctrine, compiled from the
Holy Scriptures alone. By Jomx Mizron. Translat-
ed from the Original by Cuances B Bomwen, M. A,
Librarias and Historlograpber to His Majesty, and Pre-
bendnry of Canterbury. From the Loodon Edition.
Boeton, 1825, 2 vols, Bvo,

Tue discovery of a work of Milton, un-
known to his own times, is an important
event in literary history. The considera-
tion, that we of this age are the first readera
of this Treatise, naturally heightens our in-
terest in it ; for we seem in this way to be
brought nearer to the author, and to sustain
the pamne relation which his cotemporaries
bore to his writings. The work opens with
s salutation, which, from any other man,
might be chargeable with inflation ; but Wik






MILTON, ]

sensibility. We want to know in what con-
clugions such a man rested afler a life of
extensive and profound research, of magnan-
imous efforts for freedom and his country,
and of communion with the most gifted minds
of hiz own and former times. The book
derives its chief interest from its author, and
accordingly there seems to be a propriety
in introducing our remarks upon it with some
notice of the character of Milton. We are
not sure that we could have abstained from
this subject, even if’ we had not been able to
offer so good an apology for attempting it
The intellectoal and moral qualities of a
grealt man are attractions not easily with-
stood, and we can herdly serve others or
ourselves more, than by recalling to him the
attention, which is scattered among inferior
topics,

In spesking of the tnfellectual qualities of
Milton, we may begin with observing, that
the very splendor of his poetic fame has
tended to obscure or conceal the exient of
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MILTON, 7

marks the highest order of intellect. Though
accustomed almost from infancy to drink at
the founteins of classical literature, he had -
nothing of the pedantry and fastidiousness,
which disdain ail other draughts. His healthy
mind delighted in genius, on whatever soil,
or in whatever age, it burst forth and poured
out ite fulness. He understood too well the
rights, and dignity, and pride of creative
imagination, to lay on it the laws of the
Greek or Roman school, Parnassus was
not to him the only holy ground of genius,
He felt that poetry was as a universal
presence, Great minds were everywhere
his kindred. He felt the enchantment of
Oriental fiction, surrendered himself to the
strange creations of ‘Araby the Blest,’ and
delighted still more in the romantic spirit of
chivalry, and in the tales of wonder in which
it was embodied. Accordingly his poetry
reminds us of the ocean, which adds to its
own boundlessness contributions from all
regions under heaven. Nor was it only in
the department of imagination, that bis we-
1§



B8 MILTON.

quisitions were vast. He travelled over the
whole field of knowledge, as far es it had
then been explored. His various philologi-
cal attainments were used to put him in pos-
session of the wisdom stored in all countries,
where the intellect had been cultivated.
The natural philosophy, metaphysics, ethics,
history, theology, and political science of hia
own and former times, were familiar to him.
Never was there a more unconfined mind,
and we would cite Milton as s practical ex-
ample of the benefits of that universal cul-
ture of intellect, which forms one distinction
of our times, but which some dread as un-
friendly to original thought. Let such re-
member, thai mind s in its own nature
diffusive. Its object is the universe, which
is strictly one, or bound together by infinite
connexions and correspondences ; and ac-
cordingly its patural progress is from one to
another field of thought ; and wherever orig-
inal power, creative geniua exists, the mind,
far from being distracted or oppressed by the
variety of its acquisitions, will see more and



