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ARCILEOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS IN TENNESSEE.

By F. W. PUTNAM.

D the month of September, 1877, as stated in my general
report (p. 208}, friends in Nashville tendered to me such facilities
for archaeological research in central Tennesses as enabled me to
make extensive explorations in several localities, the results of
whicli are briefly recorded in the following pages.!

My firsl examination of the ancient stone graves, which are so
numerous in the state of Tennessce as to form & marke:d] feature
of ita m-(‘.lnmlngy, wag in the prehistoric cometery on Zollicoffer
Hill. 1L was soon found, however, Uit the graves at this place had
been so much disturbed as to make any work done here rogher
urisatisfactory as to resnita. The buailding of Fort Zollivoffer on
this hill was probably the first canse of disturbance of the cemetery,
whilo its cosy acecss from Nashville has recently led many cori-
osily bunlers to the spot.

One of the graves at this place had been opened by a friend a
few days before my visit, and in it he had found the remaing of
what lie believed te be a mother and ¢hild. The few bones he
collected and kindly gave me, however, showed mneltisivnl)' that

ikref. Juskrn Joses in his elaborate and interesting work, ¥ Expleentions of the
Abwrighnel HBuemalos of Tannossee,* Smithsouian Contrlbutions, No, 28, 100 glves
mueh valuable infwrmation aboat the archaeology of the etate, and deserlbes aud
fAzures many arlicles Found i e grives. his report 1 do not biteid B enter ints
adiseuezion of the faels, Lot shoply Lo give the reclls of wy owos explocalions in
Tennessea, This limi on i nl=n pdeiznide for the ressen thint loege alleelisng, mude
wzcher vy hivection, have been received from the state vinee the close of the yosr cov-
erel By D regort, which will be mfevresd to in the next Annnal Kepat. | minet,
however, stibe dut iL was most gratilying to e on reading Prol Jones” work, wiich,
g dnted 576 wies nob reseived ol Cumbidge wotil Oelober, 1877, afler my returm
from Tennesroe, o notice how our similar explorations ol led te the eellection of
menry al, aml the qorr 1 had ok i of many of the fcta
which Prof Jeaes has so well prosented ) alifbongh, 85 would be expected lvom lwo
persons having nearly ideaticn] nuilerial in lund, bk oeking upon e cvidence Tur
nishod from differens stpnd points, T foreed to differ from him o some of his con-
clusions, particulurly o i regand o the evidense of syphilis prevailing in ts obd
natlon of Tennesece. Uniloubtedly vory many of the luman bowas show e results of
clib@meg, but IE iy ba Lhatl the dicenss was not yphilis, and st other dlseases ol
Tl the boies o i similay oo ber,

Lieront Peanopy Musevy, IT. 20,
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while those belonging to the adult ad been long buried, and were
probably those of the body for which the grave had been made,
those of the infant were on the contrary of o much later date, and
were evidently of a ¢hild that, not many years ago, had been placed
in this ofd grave, which was near the surface and formed & handy
place for burial. This fact is mentioped simply to show the
caution with which such examinations must be made in order to
secure trostworthy results,

One grave which L opened at Zollicoffer Hill, though only a faw
inches under the surfuve, had escaped former disturbance. This
grave was formed of six slabs of stone on one side and five on the
other, with ong slab at the head awml one at the foot; forming a
grave five feet eizht inches In length, juside measure, aml six feat
outside. The average widlh being eighteen and the depth sixleen
inches. The side stones were unevenly broken to dimensions of
cight to fifteen inches in width, by about twenty inchea in depth
anil two, or three inches in thickness, Yhe two stones forwing the
bead and oot of the grave were larger lhan those on the sides.
All these stones extended a few inches below the floor of the grave,
which was made by placing thinner and smaller pieces of stone in
such a manner as 1o form a'level bottom to this ¢ist.  Five slabs
of stone, larger than Lhose wsed on the sides, rested on the
nearly even edges of the apright stones, and, slightly overlapping,
formed the cover or top of the grave.

Further examinations in other loealities showed that all the
stone graves were made after this plan, the only variation being
in the size of the stone slabez and in the dimensions of the graves.
Auny rock was used that could be casily detached in slabs of con-
venient size. That most common to the localities I visited was
limestone amd sundstone.

In the grave 1 have described the body had been lsid on the
back and extended at full length, oceupying wearly the whole
length of the grave, showing that the person when living was
sbout five feet, five inches in height.

From many measurements of the graves taken doring my explo-
rations, I am convineed that the people buried in these stone
graves in Tenuessee were of onlinary stature. Occasionally a
grove seven feet, and even of eight feet in length was found, but
in such cases there was always a space ol several inches between
the bones of the feet and the foot-stone, and between the skull and
the head-stone.
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Tn the grave specially mentioned above, the only articles found
were fragments of two vessels of clay, which had been placed in

the centre of the grave, and a poinled
implement made of deer’s horn (11830).

In another grave of the same charac-
ter and about the same size, located by
the side of the first, and also with the
covering stones in place, the remains of
the zkeleton of an adult were found, and
with it, in about the ecentre, on one side
of the skeleton, were the fragments of
an earthen dish. On the breast of this
skeleton waa the ornament of copper
here figured of its actunal size (Fig. 1).
The erpss-like form of this ornament
may give rise to the guestion of its deri-
vation ; and had any article of Europcan
make, such as glass beads, brass butlons,
ete., so common in Indian graves subse-
quent to contact with the whites, been
found in any one of the bundreds of
graves I opened in Tennesses, I should
consider the form of this ornmnent the
resuit of contact with the early mission-
aries ; but, from the total absence of ar
ticles denoting such coutact, I think it
must be placed in the same category
with the *-tablet of the cross™ at Pa-
lenque, and be regardad as an ornament
maile in its present formn simply because
il was an easy design to execute and one
of natural conception.?

The ornament is evidently made from
& piece of native copper bammersd and
ent into shape. The small perforation at
the upper border still contains a frag-
ment of the string by which the article

2 Prof. Janea mentions Anding the crosa repres
senterl in several instunces npon mrifches of shell

and of copper found in the graves he cxpmined, and
bag dizeussed the questlou of its origin, Lo, p.77.

Fig. 1.

11832

Ornnment of Copper,
from grave on Tulliceffer Hill.
Hetural slze,
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was enapended, preserved by the action of the copper; and on one '
surfuee of the ecpper are slight evidenves of its having been in
contaet with a finely woven fabrie, thus showing that this ancient

Fig. 2. |

Diah from grave oo J, M. Overton's place. §.

pm;ﬂu_ who were well advaneed in the ceramic art, also l‘puasea.s(:d
the knowledge of weaving.

On the large estate of Johm M. Overton, Esq.., eight or nise
miiles south from Nashe
ville, there was former-
Iy wn exlensive ceme-
tery, amnd many graves
are still to be foumd a-
bhont the hill on which
stunds Mr. Overton's
hospitable  residence,
known ns the “Trovel-
fer's Rest.” At this
place  Prof.  Joseph
Junes obtained many
of the articles which
le las described and
figured in his valuable
work.

It was my good for-

Dimanent of Siell frog geave on J_ B Ovarton's t 1 i tl
place. Natural size. (11817) e oo receive the

kind nattentions of Mr.

Overton during a short visit to this interesting locality, and thanks
to Mrs. Overton, and Ler gardener, Mr. Fdward Cross, 1T was
made the recipient of several very valuable specimens which bad
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been taken from graves on the place, and also had an opportunity
to open two graves myself, from each of which I secored pottery,
and from one a craninm.

One of the articles of pottery (11885) is here represented, of
one-half of its diameter (Fig. 2). This is a well-made, rather
thick dish, without ornamentation, and was found by the side of
the skull.

A short time before my visit, a stone grave was removed by Mr,
Cross, and in it were found two interesting arlicles which he
gave to me. One of these is a bighly
polished discoidal stone, two and & half
inches in diameter and one and one
quarter thick, made of white guartz
(11818) ; the olher is the shell ornament
here represented, of actnal size (Fig. 3}.

This vrnament is made from a large
marine shell, probably a Dhwsyeon, and
is symmetrieally earved on the slightly
concave snrface as shown in the fizure.

The four heads of birds, resting on
the rectangular central fgure, ate rep-
resented by simple incised lines. Two
holes near the edge of the disk indi-
cate that the ornament waz suspended.?

Mr. Cross also gave me a spear, or
arrow-point  of jasper with servated
edges (11819), whieh is represented, of //f;ﬂ
actual size (Fig. 4). This flint-point
wis found while cultivating the land in
the vicinity of the graves, and with two
polished celtz (11816), presented Ly Mrs, Overton, were prob-
ably onco enclosed in graves which hind been destroyed in for-
mer years,

In connection with the shell ornament found in the stone grave

Fig. 4

Flint-podnt from Mr. Overton's
placa, Netornl wize,

*8inca thia was sent to press thers hne been roceived ot the Moseum from Mr. E.
Curting, hnlf of a xhell disk found on the savface in Humgphreys Co., Tenn. This ahell
dizk has eurved pon il Bgures dentleal with those on tha one deeeribed shbove from
Owverten's Farm. The two Joeslities &re between 70 and B miles apare and st Dotk
placas the number of ktone graves indieate lnrge seitlements,  Can thece carved shells
be regarded ss totems ? Severnl distinet patteros are now koown, of each of which
two ur more eximyples have bean tound.



310

on Mr. Overton's place, T give the following illustration (Fig. 5)
of a similar ornament (11801) which was given me by the vener-
able Col. J. D. Morgan, of Nashville, in whose possession it had
been for some time. Col. Morgan was not certain that this
ornament was taken from a stone grave, though the probabil-
ity is that it was sofound in the immediate vicinity of Nashville.
This disk i3 made from the shell of Busyeon, and ia larger than
the one given me by Mr. Cross. Figure & represents this orna-
ment, of one-hall its
diameter, and will give
8 better idea than
words of the design
carved upon it. Like
the otiher, it has two
boles for suspension.

Prof. Jones has de-
seribed  and  figured
(p. 49, figs. 7 and 8)
a shell disk, found in
a stone grave on the
banka of the Cumber-
land, opposite Nash-
ville, the carving on
which is identical in
its design with that on the one bere figured, the omly difference
being in the number of circlea in the two groups. In Prof. Jopes®
gpecimen the outer ring containa fonrteen cireles, and the inner
nine, while fu our specimen there are thirteen and six respee-
{ively, The central spiral Gzure is the same in botht

Many of these carved disks of shell Lhave been found in the
eraves and mounds of Tennessce and Missouri, and, with the
“dentity of the associated pottery from the two loealities, go far to
prove the unity of the people, notwithstanding some slight differ-
ences in burial eustoms.

On the farm now owned by Miss Gertrade Bow]ing, ahont
four and & half miles southwest from Nashville, were five burial

Fig. &

Ovnament of Sheil from Neshville. &

41In relation to this central figure Prof. Jones has ventured, on p. 137 of hia work, &
compariaon Getwaen what he culls the < Symbolic divisions oF the civcle by (e ansisnt
stone grave race and monml buihlers of Tennseses,” aml e “ Chinese figure Toe
e




