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IN TIIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Tonmemay, Sy 12, TRET.
Fesodved, Thet ten thousand nopies of tha enlogies on the 1ife and character
of the Hon, Famz A, Prancr, delivered in the Sowste sod Mouse of lcpre-
sendutives, be printed for the vee of this Honss.

Atboat :
EM., ETHERITGE, Clerk,




ADDRESBES

UR T

DEATH OF IION, JAMES A. PEARCE,

IN THE SENATE (OF TIE TUNTTET STATES,
Tuespay, Jasuany 15, 1865,

Address ¢f Mr. KenyeDY, of Maryland.

Mg, Presmene: The poriuls of the {omb have
searcely elogsed over a lale honored associale und eol-
league, when again the grim messengor of death lias
entered, this ehamber and taken from its deliberations a
bright and leading light, one whose long and excraplary
serviee had secured the respect and consideration-of (his
body ; a faithfal gnardian of the high trusts reposed in
him; always a delender of the right, an enlightened
counsellor, and a wise and comprehensive statosman.

Sir, the melancholy duly has devolved on me to
announce the death of my late distinguished friend and
colleague, the Hon. Javes Avrrep Prarce, long a sen-
ator in Congress trom the State of Maryland. e died
at his residence in Chestertown, Kent county, on the
21st of December, 1862, in the fifty-eighth year of his
age, after a long and paintil illness, which kept him
from his seat the greater part of the last session. For
the last six months of his life be had but little alleviation
trom intense suffering, and but little hope of rclief] save




4 OBITUARY ADDRESSES,

in the repose of the silent tomb.  Neither skill nor the
tenderness of affection could stay the cold hand of death,
In the hour of his country’s grentest need, while the
ruthless shock of civil war was forcing the very strong-
holds of its liberty; in the full vigor of a ripened intel-
leef; in the midst of his powers for usefulness, his sun
has gone down forever, and all that was mortal of that
wise and trusted senalor has descended to the grave.

In offering this feeble tribule of my respect and
appreciation for his character and cndowments I shall
not intrnde upon the solemn oecasion any elaborate
cxposition of his political opinions, or lengthened eulogy
upon the many excellencies of his character, but follow
a sacred custom in briclly tracing the prineipul points
and facts of s Life, through a eaveer of honorahle dis-
tinetion und usefulness.

Mr. Prace was the son of Gideon Pearce, esy., of
Kent county, Maryland, but was born al the residence
of his grandfather, Dr. . C. Diek, in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, on the 14th of December, 1805. His paternal
anccstors were of Scoftish origin, and came to the
provinee of Maryland about the year 1670, and held
many positions of dislinetion and infuence from that
early period in the history of our Slate. Ie manitested
many of the traits of his Secottish progesitors, and in
none inore than the steady perseverance which marked
his whole life in the attainment of high objects. This
was 1o less shown in lis carliest days than in the later
periods of his life, when discharging the responsible
duties of his public station. 8o thorough had been his
preparation for college, under the tuition of an eminent




HOY, JAMES A, PEARCE. b

master at Alexandria, and so great was his aptness and
application, that he entered Princeton College at a period
when most boys are just beginning the higher studies
of an academic course. e was admitted to his first
degree at the carly age of seventeen, having graduated
with the highest honors of his elasy, which comprised
many names sinee distinguished in the varions depart-
ments of scicnce and lewrning throughout the country.
Subsequently he stodied law, and was admitted to the
bar in 1824,

After this he resided @ short peried in Louisiana, but
returning fo Maryland he was elected to a seal in the
House of Delegates of that State in 1831, Thongh too
young and modest o asswne a leading part, it was the
commencement of & polifical carecr =uch as (ow allain
Lo, and such as any mighl well he proud of  Ta 1835
he was eleeted to represent his district in Congress, and
re-clected for a seeond tevm, ending in 1839, Tor the
succeeding Congress he was defeated by ITon. Philip
Fruncis Thomas, alterward governor of the Stale—hut,
was again retured in 1841, and served wutil 1843
During this period he acquired much reputation by his
general course in the popular branch of Congress, but
especiully by his report on the guestion of refunding the
fine imposed upon General Jacksen.  This brought Lim
so prominently before ihe people of his State that he
was elected that year (1843) to a seal in the Senate of
the United Siates, to snceeed Hon. Joln Leeds Kerr
From that date he was successively re-elected in 1849,
1854, and 1861; his term consequently would not Lave
expired until 1867—thus having given to his country, in
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the national councils, twenty-five years of serviee to its
best interests, never charged with the reproach of narrow
partisanship or seclional motives, but at all times acting
under the influence of a broad and comprehensive
American statesmanship.

Mr. President, it may be a faet worthy of recording
in this hasty sketeh of my late colleague, that he never
was defeated in any contest for public station or prefer-
ment, by the people or logislalure of his State, from the
first strnggle for the honors of his ecollege class, down {o
his last re-election to this body, with the exception of
one lerm in the House of Representafives, which 1 have
already named,

This is the summary of the public serviee of Mr.
Pearer; and however prowinenl it may stand onf, he
yet was marked in other spheres of life.  Nolwilh-
stunding the duotics of his publie position, which he
faithfully discharged, he was pever negleciful of the
practice of his profession, in which he beld high rank,
and was eminently suceessful. He was Professor of Law
in Washington College, at Chestertown.  ITe was further
honored with the degree of Doctor of Laws, conferred
npon him by the College of 8t. James, in Maryland, and
also by his ancient Alma Mater, the college of Princeton.
Lis qualifications for high judicial station wers so well
eateemed Lhal he was offered, at one time, a seat on the
beneh of the United States district eourt for the State
ol Marviand. He was afterwards, during the same
presidential termn of Mr. Fillmore, nominated and con-
firmed by the Senate as Secretary of the Interior, which
distinguished mark of sppreciation he also declined, pre-




HON. JAMES A. PEARCE. T

ferring to remain in the Senate, where his sphere of
usefulness was more extended, and more i eonzonance
with his tastes and studies. As a friend of science and
the promotion of knowledge, he was appointed a regent
ot the Smithsonian Tnstitute shortly after its establish-
ment, which post he held to the day of his death. For
seventeen years of his service in the SBeoale be was at
the bead of the Joint Committee on the Library of Con-
gress, and, by his scholarly fastes and discriminaling
Jjudgment, has contributed much to its present enlarged
eondition of usefulness.

Me. Prance was 2 man of varied fastes and acquoire-
ments, combiniug in a greater degree, perhaps, than
almost any public man of his times, the lenrming of the
stutcsman and jurizt with that of the accomplished
scholar.  He way [bod of puintings and music: was
gitted with o fine voice, with which at times he charmed
the social circle, ag he always did by the Onished style
of his conversation.  He was much given to the parsuits
of agrienlture, and took a deep interest in all that per-
tained {o ils sclentilic advapcement. Ile enltivated with
great snceess fruits and flowers,  Indced, so general was
his information, so cultivaled was his intellect, and =so
thoroughly nutional and broad were his political views,
that his reputation wus not long confined o the limits
of his State, but attracted such comsideration among the
galaxy of distinguished men who grew up with the
whig party, that upon mere than one occasion his
name was publicly canvassed in commexion with the
presidency of the United States. In politics Mr, Pearcr
had always been a leading and prominent member of the
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