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INTRODUCTION,

Suriots triting with the Indian question
segms to be coming to aclose. The *nations ™
of colonial times, and the *high contracting
parties " whom the Republie met as apparent
eqials during its first uinety vears, have come
down to deaw rations under the drum-beat, or
to be blanketed and continental tramps. In
the last analvsis of the [ndian, in Congress
and on the border, he is discovered to be simply
a man, and more or less Hke all Americans;
aiil the recent and so far final propesition is
to treat him as an American. In coming to
this we have had a tedious, annoying, nugatory,
and mortifying sevies of theories, experiments,
and makeshifts, Meanwhile, there has been an
apparent decline in their numbers, from the
highest official waximon, of * about 300,000,
in 1872, to 256,244 in 1885,

We are now gniering an era of hope for the
Indisn, under the Dawes Bill; and though he
is at first to have a gualified citizenship in
passing out of the state of o wawd, hiz rights

are not to be abridged on aceount of race or
i
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4 INTRODUCTION,

previous eondition.  But as all rights, privi-
I'E!g{-:b. andd dnununities do not, practically, come
allractl} to ong out of the Constitution aund
Statutes of the United States, but are filtered
to him with more or less freedom and purity
throngh the survounding community, and as
the success of this bill lies with the border
whites, it has been thonght best to mark off,
higtorieally, the leading and constant obstacles
heretofore to Indian elvilization. Henece this
unpretending treatize, Ounly oflicial documents
are used to give it force.

No law is self-operating ; somebody must use
it favorably, if the subject of it has its advan-
tages ; and intermeddling opponents must be
held in check by hands friendly to the end of
the law. Hitherte statute provisions for the
Indians, and often wise and good, have been
made powerless by a thind party intervening
between the government and the Indians—
interested, scheming, sellseeking white men,
on the border und in Washington, There was
ence a white border belt, poorly eivilized, and
with many in it decivilized, but now, interpen-
etrating and commingling, these men heve
quite destroyved border-lines,

Hitherto the work of the general government
and of benevolent organiZations, in the lines of
education and of religion, has been thwarted
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by white men quite reckless of both civil and
moral restraints, This lus been a constant
foree, both at Washington and among the Ind-
ians, hindering their ecivilization. Greed for
Indian lands, miserable white neighborhood
life, and base passion have been the constant
enemy of Indian elevation, and have often
added to his barbarism and profligacy.  More-
over, the average sentiment west of the Mis-
sissippl concerning the Indian is that he isa
- worthless remnant of his vace, and incapable
of elevation to the average American grade;
and it is no harsh judgment to express that
the two-thirds of our domain thus indieated
would greatly prefer a civil and moral quaran-
tine between them and an Indian community
—the breadth of a State or Tervitory. This
is the gentler way with sone of saying that
the best Indian is a dead Indian. T once saw
an unpopular eandidate cavey, as with a whirl-
wind, a doubtful eampaign in Colorado, under
the popular war-cry, *“The Ute must go! ™
Now, however high-toned and humane a bill
may be which gains the assent of Congress,
the administration of it for the wards of the
nation must look for its fores and temper and
fidelity in the regions bordering on the Indian
reservations and vanges. A law enacted on
the Potomae is still subject to the veto of local
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option on the Columbia or Missumri or Colo-
rado. Climate does not more inevitably and
irresistibly modify the human constitution,
when one removes from the land of his na-
tivity, than does the popular will the working
efficiency of a United States law perfectly con-
gtitutional, whieh has started off from the halls
of Congress.
_ Our failures in the Indian policies for a
" genfury have not come so wuch from the lack
of fair legislation. We have had good laws
enough for ends sought. Nor have the failures
come so much from the guoality of this unfortuo-
nate race as if it were effete, worthless, and
impossible of elovation. The ends songht by
the law have not been desiredl in those sections
of the country where the law must be adminis-
tered, and by the people who must administer
it. This has heretofore been the poiut of fatal
weakness in our government policy for the
aborigines. Our first chapter in this book is
painfully abundant with evidence on this point.
The Dawes Bill opens a new era in this
branch of our national work. and it is beyond
doubt the best thing possible In the line of the
government, so fur as it goes. It embodies a
discovery, which has cost the expensive and
sad experiments of two ceufuries, that the
Indian must be made and treated as an Amer-
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iean eitizen.  It, however, dees not contem-
plate the removal or neutralization of the
foree which bas wade the most of our pre-
ceding laws and lalbors froitless. In the di-
agnosis of this great national infirmity or
mmalady, the main cause has been assigned to
the red man, and the medicines have Leeu
given to him., Perhaps the bill goes as far as
the government can go in its side of the work.
What rewains to make the new ern a success-
ful one, the people must dao.

In the regions wore intimately affected by
the Indian question, there is need of introduc-
ing a civil, social, and moral constabulary —a
picketline of principles anid of sentiments,
which will constrain a superior neighbor to he
a good one to an inferior neighbor.  The declo-
ration of now almost seventy vears, made by
the venerable and Christian Cherokee in Geor-
gia, i5 yet to be disproved: * No Cherokee or
white man with a Cherokee family can possi-
Lly live among such white people as will first
settle this country.”

A grand opportunity is now offered by this
bill te solve the Indian question by saving the
Indian race: Congress gives the chance, and
the people must do the work., Here appears
one of the choicest features of omr govern-
ment, that wnder the protecting approbation



