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TD THE READER.

Tuzse Dialogues represent with additions s ean-
versation that actually took place at & mecting between the
Depositors of my Clothing Club and myself, o the month of
Fehrnary. As sach, they may passibly prove useful to gen-
tlemen, clergymen, firmers, and others, desirous of guarding
the labourers of England against the delusive, and—if not
obviated—destructive cry of ©F caEar saEAD.' 1t is often
u difficult thing to ascertain, Becording to the order in which
they arlse, the statements formed by men so imperfectly
educated as the agricolinral labourers, on such an important
and personnl matter as the Corn Loaws. Itia perbaps scarcely
less difficult to some, to know the proper way of answerlog
olbjections, and of pemedying errors, to which lgnorance in
such & case too commonly gives birth, These considerations
have [ndused me to profit by the opportunity prescuted me,
and, with a view to wider neefulness, to publish the results of
my Own eXpericnss. Some persons may think that the
argument of thess IMalogmes might have been hetter ar-
ranged, aod more strongly pot. 1 bave ao doubt of It, and
shall be glad to see it done. Indeed, T would haye dome it
myself had T been ahle, or had time, which happened to press,
permitted. Others may think that some toples have besn
omitted that might heve been properly introdoced, and some
perhaps lotroduced that might better have been excluded.
To that I assent a8 both possible and probable, tut with this
remark, that in eomversing with the Isbouring poor, care
should be taken not to oppress them with matter beyond their
eomprehension, and especially not tobewilder their minds with
intricats statements, caleulations of figures, and such terms as
* chambers of commeres,’ * exports’ amd *imports,” * gradusted
senles’ awi 80 forth. As tothe language of thess Dinlogues
it may perhaps notseem plain encugh. The truth is, few persons
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that have not made the stiempt ean have o notlon, how
difficult it ks in writing & Dialogue of this kind, to make the
questions and answers sufficiently simple, short, natoral, and
connected. I mention this, &s an exeuse for imperfections
that will probably appear to many, and alse on the other
band, as g eavtion to persons who In preferring o different
language and method of expression, may miss the mark
of a labourer's mind, and thus fail altogether in attnining
the desired object.

Some personsmay think a regular addrese to the poor man
preferable on & matter so interesting to him aa the Corn Law
question. 1 donot agree in this. 1 am convinced that till
saccessive guestions have elicited & Inbomrer’s thoughts, no
person is competent to constract an address properly adapted
to them. And, after all, some expression may ocenr in the
outset of sach an pddress that, by not being rightly understood,
or not agroed to, may render the remainder of such &n appeal
altogether inefectual. This may be the case, however moch
& labourer, in deference to the ptaticn of the speaker, may
declare himself, or appear to be, coovineed. There are
persons, perhaps, who may think that the Iahourer requires
oo advice, and no informetion on the subject of these
Dialogues. ‘*The repeal of the Corn Laws'—they may
gay—"'in g0 plainly destruetive to the interests of the agri-
cultural poor, that no man amoag them of common sense and
the least reflection can fall to percelve it." From the
opinions of such persons I tetally and stroogly dissent. The
Iabouring poor feel much more than they reasom, and cvery
person of obeservation must have remorked thot in the news-
papers aod speeches of the Antl-Corn Law advocates, o cry,
ar a strong assertion, and not an argument, bas beea chisfly
attempted, as indeed in almost cniforily the cass in every
democratic appeal to the humbler classes of society. But,
that I might convince myself how the matter really stood
respecting the labourer, 1 have lafely examined, at the
Journal Offies of the Heuse of Commons, the verious Peti-
tions for and aguinst the Fepenl of the Corn Laws, that have
proceeded from that part of the eountry in which I reside—
a district, be it obsesved, almoat purely sgricuitoral. What
has been the result ! Why, that the signatures and mecks
of agricultural labourers have been far more oumerous im
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favpur of altering the Corn Laws, than against it Mo
doubt much of this moy be attributed to the fact, that the
farmers have not attempted to obtaln the signstures of their
lahours, and have even (unwisely I think} refused marks
when offered. But, on the other hand, I would sk, whether
signatures gained by mere request, still more by compulsion,
could be depended o In case of that encreased agitation with
which the mansfacturers, backed, 1 am grieved and ashamed
to see, by some of Her Mafesty's Ministers, are now
threatening the sountry. T must say, I think not, unless
the farmer {which rarely happens) hag first made hlmsell
well noquuinted with the sabject, so as to explain it fully to
the satisfaction of the lsbouricg meam. 1 say, I think nof,
nnd, ne one of those who are convinced that the Comn Law
Agritation bas too many party as well ms irreligions and
republican objects in view, to be casily abandoned, I confess
mysclf extremely fanxious that every endeavour shouid be
made to place the goestion not oaly before the labourer
but the former, in such a popalar and femilisr form,
that the tone of conversation in the public houses and in
private soctety in homble life, may at once be lavened againt
repeal. This bis bécn my wotive for publishicg these
Dalogues, and in their pressut eheap form, o3 well as for now
prefixing an sddress, of which the object is to indace others
to aet npos the plan I recommend, andto place these Din-
logues, if approved, as widely as poesihle before the eye of
the farmer and the labooring man. That the case of deati-
tuthon bere supposed, ia carried to the furthest lmits, is ae-
knowiedged, But so slso is that put by the Menufacturers
which itis intended to meet, who seidom fail to paint in the
strongest eolours, the future distress of the country, provided
their Petittons are not acceded to, or rather, if their threals
are not reparded. 'With more moderste opponents 1 woald
ciaim & right to insist, that the tendeney of any diminotion of
that pecessary protection which is now enjoyed by the Farmer,
is to produce more or less such a state of things as [ have
here deseribed, in proportion es forelpn corn is found to
superseds what (4 now grown by means of English and Trish
Inbourere at homes.

FRANCIS LITCHFIELD.

Farthinghoe Rectory, Muareh 26th, 1838,






CORN LAWS AND THE POOR.

DIALOGUE FIRST.

Between the Reetor of Farthinghoe and Richard Newman, 2
Parishioner, in the room of the Clothing Club; with all the
Depositors assembled.

Bichord Newman.—Pleass sir, if 1 may be sobold as to ask,
we should all of us like to know what you thick about the
Corn Law ?

Rector.—1 wAll tell yom, Rishard, with a great deal of plea-
sure, In the firet place, 1 think, there ia nothing =o diffienlt
to make ax & good Corn Law, aod that aothieg is so valuable
to & poor man when it i» made. The Corn Law of & country
may be said to fix the price of all that the poor man buys and
sella.

Richard, —Sells, sir] A poor man has'st mach te sell. |
wish he had.

Rector.—Indeed, Richard, be hos, aod is always at market
with it.

Richard.—How, Eir ?

Rector.—Why he sclls his labour every day to those that
waot it, and to those that will pay hin the best for it. The
money be gets for his labour be lays out in paylog for his
food, his firing, his clothing, and his cottage. Thus, the
more e receives, the more he will have to buy with. Is Rt
aot aa

Richard.—Why, yes, I can't say but it is,

Recter.—Thus, you see, Richerd, that a good Corn Law
is every thing to & poorman. He finds it out every day first
in his wages, and then io all that be esxts, and drinks, and
feels, and wears, that are bought by his wages,

Richard.~Then I'm sure & poor men ought to bave the
best Corn Law that can be made.



