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PREFACE.

u AKE room for Colonel Crockett!™ satd

M the ushe: . t the White House, one even-
ing, when the famous Congressman from the back-
woods presented himself with a number of other
callers.

“(Colonel Crockett makes room for himseff!”
was the exclamation of the Member as he strode
into the room.

The mcident is typical of the man, Gified by
naturc with an exbaustless fund of humor, born to
privation, hardship and labor, trained, not in the
school of books, but in the severer one of cxpe-
rience, he exhibited true manliness, honesty and
bravery in all his wards and actioos.

Colonel Crockett laclked the refinements which a
trucr cducation would bave given him: he said and
did things which cannot be held up as models for
the youth of to-day: but a profound scnse of just-
ice and of devotion to right permeated his entire
life. Rough and uncultured though he was, his
career contains much that is commendable and
worthy of imitation. His moral heroism was dis-
plaved in his defiance of the vast powers of Presi-
dent Jackson when political ruin was the almost
inevitable consequence. Of no man can it more
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truly be said that he preferred being right to being
President.  His personal daring was shown on
many a battle-field ; 1n the dim woods, when, single-
handed, he encountercd the s=avage bear; in the
swamps, when strugeoling against malaria, starva-
tion, and the wily Creek warrior; when coursing
on his mustang over the Texan prairie and pursued
by the herce Comunche; and when, day after day
and night after night, he loaded and fired his deadly
rifie from within the sulphurous walls of the Alamo,
while 5anta Anna and his hosts closed about him
and his (cllow-patriots 1o a cirele of flame and fire,
and when, pantin, begrdmed and bloedy, he stood
with the handfal of survivors until he =saw, like a
lightning-flash, the treachiery of the dexican dicta-
tor, and, making 2 last desperate rush, with his
drawn howte-knile, he perished when within o pace
of the trattor, Not a defender lived to tell the
story of the sublime defence of the Alamoe. Neither
ancient nor modern history affords a grander cxchi-
bition of heroism than was shown on that crimson
day when the blood of the Spartan band became
the seed from which sprang Texan independence.

Wha has ever stood with bared head, and read
without a quicker heart-throb, these words chiseled
m the cenctaph in the Texan capital, and since
destroved by firer—

“TUERMOPYLA HAD 175 MESSENGER OF DE-
FEAT: THE ALAMO HAD Nowg!™
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