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TO MY FATHER

JOHN ALDEN SINGMASTER, D.D.
THIS BOOK IS AFFECTIONATELY

DEDICATED






1863-1913

OUR SCORE and seven years ago our faihers

brought forih on ikis conlinent, ¢ new nadion, con-
ceived sn Liberly, and dedicaled lo the proposition ihai
all men are creaied egual.

Now we are enpaged in a greal civil war, tesling
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so
dedicaled, can long endure. We are mel on o greal
battle-field of that war. We have come o dedicale a por-
tion of that field, as ¢ fingl resting place for those who
kere pave their kives that that notion might bive, It is
altogeiher filting and proper that we should do this.

Bui in o larger sense, we cannel dedicale — we can-
not consecraie —we connol kallow — this ground. The
brave men, living and dead, who struggled kere, have
consecraied if, far above our poor power io add or de-
fract. The world will litile note, nor lomg remember
what we say here, bul it can never forgel whai they did
here. It g5 for us, the living, raiher, o be dedicated here
io the unfinished work which they who fought here have
$hus far so nobly advanced. Iiis rather for us fo be here
dedicaled to the greal iask remaining before wus — thai
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to
ihai cawse for which they gove the last full measure of de-
volion — tha! we here highly resolve that these dead
shall not have died in vain — that this nation, under
God, shall have g new birth of freedom — ond that
government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from ihe earth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
GETTYSRURG, NOVEMBRER 10, 1863.
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