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EDITORIAL NOTE.

Tre “ Memoir of the Controversy respecting the Thrce

Heavenly Witneszes " which s here reprinted consizts of a
series of artivles which originally appenred in the Congresas
tienal Magazine for 15284, wuder the signature of ¥ Critiews,”
and were published at Lonton in o separate volume in 1550,
The auther, the Rev. Willtwn O, wase born at Falkick in
Sootlaed, i 17587, and beerme mivister of 5 Congremutional
church ot Perth, in 1807, Ilo atlerwands temoved 4o Lon-
don, and beeame minister of & congregation at Cawberwell,
and Foreign Seeretary to the Lewlon Missionary Soriety,
Mr. Orme waos the author of several esteemenl works, ns the
i Memoirs of Jehin Owen, Th T Logdon, 1820 4 Bililisthe-
e Bililicn, & Sctect List of Books an Saered Literature, with
Notices Diegraphical, Critical, and Bibliographical,” Fidin-
by, 18245 and cepecially the  Life and Times of Hichard
saxter, with o Critieal Toxamination of his Writings,” pob-
tishwal e London o TS the year of his death. In Bis ae-
connt of the controversy respecting 1 John v 7, being a
Trinitarian, be will oot e ewspocted of wndercaluiog the
arguments for its genuineness throngh thealugleal projudice ;
and Horne justly praizes “the candid spiric and diligent
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resenrch which pervade every page: of his able and well.
widlien Memoir”

Tl 1'E’E|ll'||li|_'llliun ol 1l R work 15 due to Fredene
widekoper, of Aeadvitle, Pennsvlvania, at whose instones

I nndertoek its editorshipe Thongh the eonteovermsy itself is

a memornide one, and itz history will always poszess an in-
tepest baoth to dhe theologienl stedent aml the stwlent of ha-
man nature, it may seew o have been hardly worth while to
cafl attention o the watter ad the present doy,  Tr may Lo
gadd that the question is obeolete; that the sporimisness of
the dispmied passage hes long been eoneeded Dy all intellizent
amd Frie-mimded seholaas, This 15 teues bar o it investis
gation will show that grent jmnarance still exists on the sub-
Jjeet ameng the tess informed o the Clristion commuunioy,
The passage is still quoted as a part of genuing Seripinre in
volumes published by our Sueday School Seeictics, Tract
Bogicties, and other relipions balies; many of the popular
cmnmentavies vither give o flse bopression in regned to i,
or pazs over it in silence ;o and it has been ased ng the text
for not o fiew sermons oo the Trinity, which have been pub-
Bshid even dn the present century., Many Trinitarians, who
are aware that the passage haz been disputed. have a vague
notion that it was at an early period fraudelently left ont of
soine ;|]|.;||:;1|:-u'1'5pi!-' IIJ.' {lie J"L1'i.“|r'_:-'::. amd that It 35 now ]'g-jef[m’c
by Uwitavians on aecount of their bostility to the doetrine
involved 3 on the other hond, some Unitarions imagine g
to have Lwen a delibernte forcery, devized for the purpose
of giving sopport to the doctvine of the Trinity. These
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errors o mol tend to promote Cliristian clavity,  Thase
who sl goote the possaee throogl fenoranee should e
enlichtened 1 those who kaow the facts in the ease, and
coneenl the, shoubl e put to shaee. The repablication of
this Memair may perhaps conteitnde something to Lotly these
ends.  TCwill also show that the interpolation dil not origi-
mate in feand, though * pious fmnd ™ hes done something to
mive It enreeney.

I the present edition of this work {he extrocts mode by
Mr, Orme from varions writers have heen eavefully verified,
a4 far as possilile, by eomparizon will the m'ig[n:liﬂ., il muny
mistakes ave thies Leou eoreceted 5 40 the more imporiant
fuotationz in forcign limgeazes a fronzlation has heen sib-
joined, for the benefic of the vulewmed reader y anl a0 few
wodes live hieen ;u'lu]::ul, 1-:|5;q;t1|ul' willl s J"Lppl’:lu!i::_.. o Lin-
ing the histary of the controversy, and exhbihiting the jodg-
ment of the best zcholars at the prosent day in recand 10 the
subject,  The ariginal text bz been reprinted witheut omis-
sion o change, except the corvection of 1y pographical errors:
the editorial additions are enclosed in brackets.

E. A

Caxormpooer, Mass., Decewmder B0y 1aba.






PREFACE.

Tue sentence which hns Lieen ||l:1|'-.:|] otg the tile, from
il Sore Dibliee of e veverpale Clnrles Batley, s ll_'r' i
mesus intended woapply o the follewing pages. The an-
thor i: too sensible of Alieir Dinpecfoenens fo Ly claim o
the merit of presenting o full ool complete bistory of the
l"ﬂ-I'I‘Im'rF_'['FF 'D-E' "-\'!'Iil':lli thl:!:r' |'|.'('I|.t- J:!l!' Ilﬂ'!'- :I'Il.'!j.”]‘la'l.l !"I‘SF“':—F-".'E!.
the letsure, oor the means, o cnnble Lo o aecomplish se
desivable o worle.  I6 lwoweeser, bis elborts sliouil ailaee sone
move fvored imlividoals such g peesen s Crito Canobrigi-
engiz, whose aonteness sl leaceive, coliimess of temper, and
powers of armament, show thiat e possesses every rurpisite
gualification for sneh an undertaking, he will feel himself
amply rewapded, thougle the worle of the pioneer zhoulil be
forcotten in the splendil teiamph of e s seecssial genoral.

The greater pare of this Memoiv of the Comroversy was
originolly deawn up by the author nen Lad o revrention
Feann aore severe bebaes, shiving hours Title s L tanl T
bstween,” whiel Lic ut!u‘nn‘lullll]l}' lings 1-||||+|--:,'|'1]. Wkl e it-
ifieed Lim=edb, L fnined might altie] come graiilivatsn o

others.  Ho, theretore, extended his notes, amd pristed then
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during the preecding year, in the suecessive numbers of a
monthly publication.  Ile bas understond they created some
inferest i the slllljt't:l; aril that 1o a few thor ApEEATICE
in a separate form wonld be acecptable.

In that foem they are now presented to the publie, with
some correciions siwd very conziderable allitions. Criticism
he neither eonrts por depreentes. He wlo has frecly ex-
pressed Bis opinion of others, may expeet lint others will
gae the same feedom with bim.  Awd if tlos is done with
eandor, and with due regard to the inderests of touih, though
it should differ from hiz own, he will not complain, or be
ol ndedd.

Lowpox, Felrearg, 1530,
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