THE PLAGUE AND
PERIL OF
MONOPOLY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649225491

The Plague and Peril of Monopoly by Parker Pillsbury

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



PARKER PILLSBURY

THE PLAGUE AND
PERIL OF
MONOPOLY

ﬁTrieste






f | ';EHEI j?,‘?ﬂ?éx

PLAGUE AND PERIL

L. MONOPOLY:

A LecTur® oN Lator, LABORERS, AND EMPLOYES, DELIVERED

N 1% LyRw, SALEM, HAVERHILL, AND (}EORGETOWN,
L Mass, IN THE AUTUMK oOF %8z

l BT
¥

PARKER PILLEBURY.

p— '

The Destruction of the Peor 15 Lheir FPoverty.

3 Proverbs 10! 15,

Prices: Single copy, 15 cente ; per dozen, or more, 1o cents,

FREINTED BY THE REPUBLICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION.

. ' CONCORD, N, H.:
1887,






- Er——

INTRODUCTION.

At the time of the delivory of the following address, thers
swere frequent and exmest calla for ita peblication. Tt was
- given in other places than these nwmed in the titlepage,
> penerally to large andiences, and sometimes followed by dis-
= ousgion ; though its facts and slataments were never ques
G tioned, nor did any ever complain of ite temper or sparit.
'? At that period the labor and capital question was in femn-
— pastucus  agitation.  Btrikes were frequent—perhaps at
i times sucoessiul to & desrer ; labor leapues and nnione were
8 numerous, bub nob then wnressonably violent in many in-
>atances ; while anarchy, boveotting, and dynamite consti-
ﬂtutﬂd no part of the wuarfars. Wor ave ther, ner ean they
;'!ever be, of ‘anything but disastrons influemce to agy right
aoms cause, 18 nons can know too well.  The rights, wrongs,
P:' and grievances of labor are strongly staled, as well of women
as of mem; and full, sren-handed jmatice iz demanded for
both, mnder the Confucian as well az Lha Christian Golden
Rule of ¥ doing to others as wa would have others do to ug™
aod that under all soneeivable circomstaness,

The lessons of the lecture are mainly to what are now
termed the Inboring eloas—the clasa frorn whense nearly every
eapitalist cama. The old Greek prophecy was, “The gods
help those most who best help themselves” () only selfs
kelp can any be pure. Legislatiom is nothing; lecturea are
lean than nothing to those who do not help wisely snd well
themselves. And in our country self-help, well and wisaly
directed, is almost sare fo win, The slave power of our
Southern states forbade all slaves even the alphabet. It was
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high crime to teach even the free colored people to read, or to
give them a Teatament or a primer. Now all the rich and
well-todo are taxed to fit the pooreat and the blackeat
for college, if they so desire, That the rich, having the
power, do shamefully and most unrightegusly abuse it, to the
degradation and destructiom of myriads of the poor—men,
women, and children—is not to be danied. That multitudes
pine in want, and die every year, who commit no sing against
society nor agaiosd themeelves, who drink no inbogicants,
touch no tobacce, indulge in ne unclean or ungodly lusts,
must he known to any who will kindly visit the homes of
the laboring poor—-naa every rich mon and woman shonld de-
Gight to do. True, they hava books, sl can read them;
arithmetics, and can study them; the ballot, and can use it
(if only nob wemer).  Bul they are now as Lhose passangars
who have got lefi : the tesin haa started—is way ont of their
sight. But something cun yet be done; somelhing mast be
done ; and by the help of all the good gods and angels, some-
thing shall ha done—aad wisely dona, oo, To that end was
this addresa written and deliversd four or five years ago. To

that eod il 8 new reprodoced in anether form,
PP

Coneord, N, IL, Muy-day, 1887,
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LECTURE.

HNo sadder sight is ever seen than a working man, or
working woman, able, willing, and obliged to work or
to atarve, and yet starving—and perhapa children with
them—for want of work to do. Apd when we know
bow often grest nnmbers are in that condition, the

_spectacle becomes sadder still.  And when we remember

that our rasonrces are ample to feed and clothe all the
peoples of the Western Hemisphore, what can we say
of such a spectacle?

Cur eonntry scems some sleeping giant, pillowing his
hesd on almost the Arctic snows; his fset nestling amid
the ever-blooming flowers of the sunny South, and
gresping in hia left hand the rising, and in his might
the getting, sun ; and capable of prodacing and diffusing
plenty, prosperity, and felicity to nnnambered millions

. of human beings ]

Our national domain is not only vast in extent, but
boaste & salubrity of climate, and a fertility and variety
of soil, to challenge the almiration and tempt the
cupidity of mankind: and we might maintain in afllo-
ence a population, not of tens but of hoodreds of mill-
iona.  And yet, with anly aboot fifty or sizty millions,
we have hundreds of thousands—eome say we have
millions—ready to perish, and all for want of work
to do.

Bat our world of landed wenlth seems under enchant-
ment. The poorest of tha poor can scarcely approach
it. Traditionary legislation, or sordid epeculation, haa
snatched it from humanity, and now it is held for sale
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to highest bidders, and very frequently at such -prices as
that only the rich, or well-to-do, can buy at all; snd
most of such buy to hold for higher prices. ' And such
are oor immense distances thab even our preémption
lawa seemn bub a fantalizing and ineoltin E mockery,
augamdd-ed to the miseries already endured by multi-
tndeas who live all their lives on the very verge of starv-
ation, And yet our landas alons, did we know what fo
do with them, might entich and blesa the whole family of
man; and cor harvests, where wa do cultivate, are often
no more than sixty or thirty fold, when they might snd
should be 2 hundred and-a thousand fold.

There is a story of an ancient husbandman with three
danghters. When one married hé gave her one third of
the farm; but the remaining two thirds wera made to
produce as muck as did the whele befors. Ancther
daughter married, and received her third of the original
farm. But, by bettor cave and improved eoltmre, the
ang third remusining was made to yicld as much as did
the whole at firat. -

It nsed to be said of tha Yankes farmer that he would
never be aatisfied till he owned all the land adjoining
him. . It waa true in paxt; and that was why there
wera 30 many who wara always called @ land poor.”

Natore seems to have provided that too muach of an
good thing may be worse than nothing; and too mucﬁ
land ownership will generally sooner oc Iater, like every
other monopoly, prove only & curse either to the owners
or to their posterity.

Titles t0 lamd, beyond proper and profitable use and
improvement, are beginniog to be londly gquestionsd in
both hemiaspherss, and will not alwaya be allowed in
either hemiaphere. A alave owner ooce pursued a fugi-
tive sll tha way to Vermont. Ha brooght him, with
his witnesses and bill of the parchase and other proofs,
before Judge Harrington. It was in the year 1808,
The case appeared very clear, and the avidence of own-
ership was concluaive, till the judge asled the claimant,
# Have you brought a bill of sals from hiz Creator, sir

ik il o
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But he had no such bill, and his victim went free. Land
titles will one day be required from the same Almighty
authority, where actoal cccupancy, constant use, and
wise improvement have established no elaim.

Io the year 1068 was fooght the memorable battle of
Hastinga, in the south of England, giving that country
to an invader from the north of Europe, since known in
history as William the Norman or Northman, some-
timea as William the Conquerer. Mach of the wealth
of the country at that t{ime was in its lande, a great part
of which wera forests. Game wss among the rich-
est harvests; and hucting that game waz a chief occocupa-
tion of the land-owoers, whan not abroad bunting and
butchering their fellow-men in war. :

The poor, befors the {ongueat, ware uo better in the
landlord’s sight than the beasts with which they toilad
and ameong which they dwelt Nor did the Conqgueror
much mend thair ponditions, beyond a change of mas-
tera. They vwoed pothing before, vould sequire noth-
ing afterward. The feudal system of government was
introdueed, and the invader provesded to parcel ont the
landa among the savape chieftnins, to whose valar he
owed the whole subjugsted domain. And that was in
grmt part the origin of the immense landed possessiona

eld there to-day,—s0 immense that 3Mr. Jobhn Bright
lately declared in a public speech, that 935 men own
more than 23000,000 acres in the United Kingdom.
But that would average scarcely 25000 acres to each,
though the Dulra of Breadalbane, it is eaid, drives a’
hundred miles in direct line on his own land, and then
is only stopped by the sea. And the Dule of Buther.
land owns the eounty of Hotherland, comprising neacly
eighteen buodred sguare miles, or about one fourth as
many railes as the whole state of Masaachusetts. And
one third of England is owned by less then o thousand
persons. But land monopely is rapidly growing as
great & curse in America as in Britain,—in New Eng-
lsod as in Old England,—to produce in time, doubtless,
more dire resulta. '



