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PREFACE.

In the following narrative an attempt has been made
to relate the military services of the Bengal Yeomanry
Cavalry doring the Indian Mutiny, and Sepoy War
and as truth lies in & small compass, so this little
volnme containg no fietion, nor will any conjectursl
narration be found in its compressed chapters of
nnembellished facts.

Parenthetically, it may be rocorded in this place
that, as the Bengal Ycomanry Cavalry was the parent,
or pioneer Corps, of the great Patriotic Force now
established and copsolidated in England, it is entitled
to claim the proud distinetion of having undeniably
originated the modern Volunteer movement thronghont
the British Empire, and this narrative will tend to
ghow thet the Corps was worthy of that prond position.

Althongh more than thirty years have elapsed since
the “transitory regiment™ passed away with the
shifting tide of events, the subjoined narrative iz the
legitimate offspring of my mannscript journal, kept
with diligence and care at the time when the various
movements, scenes, and actions it describes ocenrred.

Nevertheless, the mere fact of my having kept this
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journal ss s sealed book np to the present day, con-
clusively proves that I never intended to publish its
contents, nor did I anticipate ever being asked by the
gallant survivors (there are, alas | few now left) of
my late fellow-volunteers to sllow it to be poblished,
They, however, see that a Volonteer Age has dawned
opon the world since the eventful year 1857: and
lest in the gigantic strides of the gencral movement
the eminent services they rendered to their country
m the darkest days of the Mntiny fade into obliviem,
snd be lost to them altogether, they naturally seek a
deseriptive record—an authoritative biography, as it
were—to perpetuate the military operations in which
they were engaged. I have accordingly traced an
unassuming sketeh of those familiar operations ; and
my readers must never lose sight of the fact that
the Government Gazetted records——which are gqnoted
in this plain, unvarnished narrative—substantiate, in
every detail, the veracity of every parngraph I have
written. And as regards all that concerns the rongh
composition of my pages, I have to ask some forbear-
ance, for they but reflect, as in a glass, the contents of
a journal penned not merely in the days of my youth,
but also amid the interminable stir of a Mutiny never
likely to be forgotten by those who bore the first
shoek of it, and passed throngh its fearful horrors.

LoxooN, 1894,
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P R
CHAPTER 1.

1857 are figures indelibly dyed in blood, and their
s&ngNinary impression stamps one of the most ermel,
and sorrowinl pages in the history of the world.

In that disastrons year of the Indian Mutiny—
which even to the present day continues to furnish
authentic material for the revelation of almost nn-
known episodes appertaining to that memorable period
—the following abstract of Notification No. 931,
dsted July 23rd, 1857, wes published by the Govern-
ment of India :—

“The Governor-General in Coencil has resson to know that
thery are in Calentts, Bengal, and the Nerth-West Provinces
many Englishmen whoss peaceable avocations have besn intar.
mpied by the disforbed state of the country, and who,
although in no way oconnected with the (rovernment, are
willing and eager to give an active snpport to its authority at
the present time by sharing service in the Field with the troops
of the Queen, and of the Tast India Company.

“The Governor-General in Couneil has thorough confidence
in the loyalty, conrage, and enterprising zeal of the community
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to which he refers, and he is satisfied that service rendered in
the apirit in which they are ready to give it will be most valuable
to the Btate.

“With the view of availing himself of such service in the most
effectusl manner, hiz Lordskip in Council directs thats Volunteer
Corpa of cavalry be formed, to be called the Bengal Yeomanry
Cavalry, and to be equipped and prepared for duty in the dis-
turbed districts,” ete., ete.

At this eritical time of national gloom, when there
was mounrning throoghount the length and breadth of
England, and TUpper India was satarated with the
innocent blood of our hapless fellow-conntrymen,
Volunteers—amid great demonstrations of enthusiasm
—<cheerfully responded to the appeal contained io the
above-quoted notification, and within & week of ite
publication a cavalry regiment—ecomposed not of
“ Enropean adventurers and FEunrasians,” as was at
first surmised, bot of young military officers recently
arrived from England, or those left idle by the mutiny
of their regiments, of clerks in the Government and
mercantile offices, of midshipmen belonging to the
Peninsular and Oriental and other companies’ ships,
of indigo planters, of soime unemployed Europeans
and Furasiang, of young men related to the best
families in the counotry; and most of these were
excellent riders, good shots, and keen sportsmen—
was actually formed, monnted, equipped, and ready
for service in the field.

Accordingly, on an appointed day, at an early hoar
the Corps rode forth, and drew up on the Caleutta
esplanade for inepection by the Governor-General.



